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Short takes

Cable for 2; a pair we admire; etc.

ommentary on several recent storics in
the Observer: ,

& Word that Ameritech is interested in the
Farmington and Farmington Hills area is
probably welcome news for local cable sub-
scribers - especially those who believe that
Time Warner isn't providing the service it
should for the price it charges, It's too simplia-
tic to assume that competition is a panacea
that will improve the offerings and lower the
cost for cable TV hete. It shouldn’t hurt. But
adding o competitor hasn't always lowered the
price tag, according to cable experts. Other
towns with a competing cable system haven't
necessarily seen rates fall, In the dual-cable
system township of Canton, cable telovision
subscribers pay about $6 less for expanded
basic than subscribers getting about the same
offeringa here in the Farmingtons. Other
towna nay more.

Fairness is a key issue. The Southwest
Oaklnnd Cable Commission - which negoti-
ates the cable franchise agreement for Farm-
ington, Farmington Hills and Novi — will be
faced with bargaining with Ameritech to
ensure it faces the same local access provi-
sions, i.c. costs, that Time Warner faces, Time
Warner’s upgrndc to fiber optic cable und
channel expansion is cited as one of

8 Our pages have been filled, recently, with
some lesa-than-wholesomo tales of family life.
Wo had the Farmington Hills man charged
with setting up a fake kidnapping of his son
by handcuffing him to a hotel sink for 17
hours, And, we had the Farmington man
charged with armed robbery after he was shot
coming out of a South Lyon store — the same
man who was convicted of providing alcohol to
minors last fall after he and his wife hosted o
beer bash for her son and his Farmington
High School friends.

On the more positive side, we joined in con-
gratulating “Uncle Jack” Curd for his “Citizen
of the Year” award by the Farmington/Farm-
ington Hille Chamber of Commerce and the
Farmington Area Jaycees, Curd merits special
recognition for his years of community xurvnee
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especially in serving the school
with his efforts toward fund-raizing and flag
conaciousness-raising.

We also congratuluie and admira the cifosts
of a one local foster mother, Donne Faulkner,
fentured on our Community Life front on April
23, for her dedication to parenting nearly 70 of
those most difficult of children - youngsters
from broken homes, youngsters with addic-
tions, mental and physical handicaps. She
even ndopted six of those chllrlren. What an

inlly ns we approach the

that firm making improvements without a
competitor being present, though certainly the
scent of Ameritech was already in the air
around southeast Michigan to spur a more
competitive nature by Time Warner.

Perhaps the most we can hope for, as cable
subscribers, ia that competition will keep a lid
on the rate hikes (last year it was 8 percent
for Time Warner) and encourage better selec-
tions for the price we'do pay.

national holldny dedicated to motherhood.
W Wo wish Jeff Stewart and other organiz-
ers for Far Hills' 25th i ry cel-

Don't shy away-from tests

Tuim DAT high cchool tocts may he considered
M ing! but refusing them g

tees a failing grade, Inexperience in taking
tests is often responsible for low scores — high
marks can be obtained even without expertise
in the subject. Test taking is a skill that
requires allocating time to the best advantage
and analyzing how answers will be interprot~

Video games and football tryouts are tests.
So are driving permit applications and college
exams. Job seekers must answer an

cbration a great deal of suceess and luck —

how nbout sunny skies and pleasant tempera-
tures? — when they host a weckend of events
to mark tho city’s birthday June 26-28. The
firat firoworks show in the city in many years
should be real highlight for kida of all ages.

This team’s stars show class

You read about kids in trouble
8§ and children at risk, Editori-
at writers decry the decline of
learning in our schools and what
they see as the general failure of
tha educational syatem.
i School shooting incidents like
the ones in Edinboro, Pa., and
Joncsbom, Ark,, lead the netwnrk
fiews on television and make
headlines in newspapers across the country.
» It might make you wonder: Is all the news
bnd? Is anything good coming out of our
achools?
 Inside today’s Observer, you can read some
good school news in a special section dedicated
to the 1998 Observer Academic All-Star Team,
16 of the beat and the brightest high school
seniors in the metro area. Spend some time
with it. You'll learn a lot about these young
people and their accomplishmenta.
*. They come from a variety of backgrounds
and are headed for some of the most presti-
gious universitics in the country, where they
wiil prepure fur cureens raoging fois wedicing
acience to engineering and buai-
ness. They credit their parents and their
teachers for their academic success, And it's
nico to hear young people saying positive
things about parents and teachers.

But these 16 All-Stars deserve plenty of
credit themselves. The mother of one of the
{\li-Stars anid of her daughter: “She was
nlwaya a sclf-motivated child.” So, we suspect,
were they all, Self-motivated and hard-work-
ing. They deserve the recognition they have
received. After all, it was their own accom-

that were evaluated
by the selection committee.

The winners were selected by
a group of area high school prin-
cipals, who tabulated test scores
and g'rnde point averages,

The 1558 Cbaarver Academic
All-Stars, choaen from nominees
from local public and private

. high schools, include: Nicole
Martin of North Farmington High School,
Katherine E. King of Livonia Stevenson High
School, Afia Ofori-Mensa of Plymouth Canton
High School, Matthew Bright of Plymouth
Snlem High School, Robert D. Shereda of Livo-
nia Churchill High School, Joseph N. Novell of
Clarenceville High Schooal, Eric M. Allen of
Harrison High School, Elena Spencer of North
Farmington High School, Anjali Shah of Fly-
mouth Canton High School, David Weidendorf
of Farmington Harrison High School, Joseph
Yung-Kuang Ho of Livonia Churchill High
Schoal, Sarah Townsend of Ladywood High
Schoal, Sarah Niemiec of Garden City High
School, Carrett Heraty of Redford Union High
School, Emily €urtin of Farmington High
School, and Christopher O'Brien of Lutheran
High School Westland.

We offer each of them our sincere congratu-
lations.

The special tab section inside today’s paper,
which was co-sponaored by the Observer and
Madonna University, is also nvmlnble on our
‘Web site at b ot T com.

employer’s requirements — the best futuroe
helongs to those who make the grade. Parents
that demand a good education should not
shield children from tests - any testsl
Hank Borgman
Farmington

Invest, then return cash

e; Article titled “Durant cash in; now
what?” April 19, 1988,

You close this article by listing several
ijtems presented at the February public hear-
ing excopt the one item discussed by the
majority of the speakers that night: that the
funds be returned to the taxpayers in some
manner, such as lowering the millage, paying
off & bond issue sooner, or reducing tho next
purchase of bonds. In my apinion, this alterna-
tive should not ba averlocked.

In the article it states “... it might be 2000
before any of it (the funds) is put to use.” Even
invested coneervatively at say 4 percent, in 1

- 1/2 years, $9.5 million would earn about

$570,000. By waiting that long, the Farming-
ton Public Schoola would still earn somo
money on the Durant funds before passing
them back to the taxpayers in some fashion,
This would appear to me to be a win-win situ-
ation.

Patricia L. Shelton

Farmington

Stalrway adds charm

I would like to respond to Jenny, Nolan's letter
in the April 23 edition of the Farmington
Observer. First of all, I have to make a correc-
tion m her article. "'ha stairway i.hnt was

d at the i of
Farmington and Grand River does not lead to
a store’s storage area, The stairway leads to
the entellite office of FlexTech, Inc. FlexTech,
heudquartem.l in Holland, Michigan, i isn

with

nationwide. We provide pmgmmmmg ond
technical consulting services to clients in the

whilo you're there, you'll find a pointer to the
Medonna Web site,

This woek in history as reported in past
editions of the Farmington Obscrver and the
Farmington Enterprise.

40 VEARS Aﬂo MAY B, 1058 (ENTRPRLSE)
AUri of toldn
group of 150 people that mwnships, like
Farmington, tould not expect ta stave off
being annexed or incorporated into a city by
voting to become a vxlluge, Deciding to
becomo a village, ho said, is an mwrmcdmry
steptob ing n city, not n
against it. Tho talk wnn hosted by the
Greater Far ber of Ci
Farmington offi mul.u were asking rest-
denta to help name an old cutoff road just
north of the (now M-5) cxpressway by send-
ing in their suggestions.

© YEARS AGO - MAY 7, 1892

Tho operator of n “health spa” pleaded no
contest to two misdemennor charges ol' kecp-
ing and maintaining a house of
on 10 Mile Road.

Only 384 cars showed up at tho annual
hazardous wasta disposal day, compared to
938 tho previous year. (This year's haz-
ardous waste day is § a.m. to 2 p.m. Satur-
day, May 9, ot the 47th District Court on 10
Mile.)

2 YEARS AGO ~ MAY 8, 1936

A public forum was scheduled to help vot-
ers choose tho Ropublican nominee for the
stato Senato seat being vacated by David
Honigman. Set to appear were stato Repa.
Willis Bullard and Barbara Dobb, and Farm-
ington Hills City Councilman Terry Sever.

d care induatry. As soon as all ropnirs
have been made to the stairway, FloxTech
employees will be utilizing this entrance. A
new sign will also be installed indicating that
we are located in the lower lovel of the build-

ing.
1 think that matnring some of the charm to
tha downtown area is vital in keeping Farm-
ington's hiatorical character. It is one of the
reasons that FlexTech located here, We love
the ambiance of the small town and the conve-
nience of the local businesses, much like Ms.
Nolan, Frankly, I think that Jenny Nolan is
missing the point. Jenny should be proud of
the fact that her town is willing to save some
of its history rather than destroying it or
keeping it buried. There is enough room for
two people to pass by the fenced stairway with
ease, Thers are other sections of sidewalk
within Farmington that are just as narrow,
such as that by the Masonic Temple on the
opposite corner. No one seems to complain
about that.

Also, I'm not sure what Jenny meant by
“redesigning” the stairs, How do you redesign
history?

Carl A, Herman
director of marketing, FlexTech Inc.

Child support: Beyond cash

hildren are more likely to get mostly A’s
nnd less likely to repeat a grade or be
expelled if fathers are highly involved in their
schools, according to a recent study by the

U.S. Department of Education, “Fathers
Involved in Their Children’s School.”

The findings hold whether the fathers live
with their children or whether mothers also
are active.’

Involvement is defined as participation in
school i a teacher conft aclass

ing or val ing. High )\ t i
participation §n three or four activities.

The study, based on interviews with par-
ents and guardians of almost 17,000 students
in early 1896, found that in two-parent house-
holds where both were highly involved:

B 51 percent of the children got mostly A’s.

W 48 percent did so when only the father
was highly invelved.

& 44 percent did so when just the mother
was highly involved.

8 27 percent got mostly A's if neither par:
ent was very involved.

@ 31 percent of children with highly
involved fathers got mostly A's even when the
father was a non-custodial parent.

Family law should facilitate the ongoing,
active involvement of both parents in the lives
cf their children. It is in \‘.he best interest of

to have this rel . This rela-
tionship is much more important than how
much money in the form of child support is
paid in the name of the child to some impeor-
sonal state agency. The current system sys-
tematically excludes one of the parents when-
ever there is a child support order established.
This is wrong, and must be changed.
Ronald Oliverio
Farmington Hills
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