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Volunteers help
students learn

‘There appears
one large hope,
that volunteors
from all over the
nation will come
forward to make
a crucial differ-
ence in student
learning.

Parents, edu-
cators, leaders
in business and
industry, the
United Stotes
Department of
Education, governors and the
schools are putting standards of
high achievement on their list of
needs for the next century.
Thinkers believe our children
will not be able to compete with
students worldwide unless learn-
ing is heightened.

This is why a day of honoring
those who have volunteered and
orienting those who will accept
the joy and challenge of helping
young people will be held 9 am,
to 2 p.m. Thursday, May 21, at
the Birmingham Aren Senior
Céordinating Council, 2122 Mid-
vdle Ave., Birmingham, phone
(248) 642-1040.

Puring the day, lochnalogy
will be highlighted in A work-
nllop called “Techno-Kids.” The
warkehop will explain how stu-
ddénts e-mail questions to the
scdhiors, who answer them and e-
mhil the answors back. Third
graders then take the
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non-English-speaking adults,
working with pruuchonlera.
isting with b d
school programs, or being a men-
tor for a high school club, are
just a few of tho ways seniors
volunteer, Mnrcm Wlllmmaon, a
[o!

ist, and Fred Gnulzem. who hns
been active in the Intergenera-
tional Program since 1894, will
lead this workshop.

Marion King, who coordinates
some 60 intergencrational cdu-
cation volunteers for BASCC,
has this to say about the pro-
gram: “We believe teachers are
grateful for senior involvement.
Seniors bring experience and
skills that may not otherwise be
available. This broadens learn-
ing — the responsiveness of Lhn
students is pretty a.lmrmng.

WEDDINGS AND ENGAGEMENTS

Sacco-Shanahan

Dr. and Mrs. Anthony G. Sacco
of Troy announce the engoge-
ment of their dnughter, Karen
Micholle, to Joshun Michael
Shanahan, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Michae] Shanahan of Brighton,
= The bride-to-bo is a graduate
of Troy High School and Central
Michigan University. She is
employed by Access Manage-
ment in Livonia.

Her fiance is a graduate of
Walled Lake Western and Cen-
tral Michigan University. He is
employed by Sportview Televi-
sion Inc, in South Lyon.

A May wedding is planned at
Sacred Heart Academy.

Vasquez-Rogers

Mr. and Mrs. Freddie Vasquez
of Buffalo Grove, Ill., announce
the engngement of their dough-
ter, Soraya Marek, to Jeffrey
William Rogers, the son of Mr.
and Mrs, Richard B. Rogers of

loomfield Hills.

King brings or ] skills
from years of work in hospitals
and industry to her job of coordi-
nation.

John Hoeffler, superintendent
of the Birmingham Public
Schools, will welcoma seniors;
the Harlan choir will sing, and
lunch will be served. And your
columnist will be there too, serv-
ing on a pane! to speak brielly
nbout the tremendous need for
all children te achieve at grade
level and how volunteers can
help.

Sean Eldon, a college student,
will talk about cxpemmcmg an
while

> and write and illustrate a biog-
rqphy about their-senior e-mail
partner.

The Techno-Kids at Picrce -

School and seniors had tea
togother to complete plans for
their project. “In all my years in
education,” says Dr. Paula
Greene, principal at Pierce, “I
have never been so touched. I
believe seniors gained a unique
respect for how the students
developed their biographics, and
third graders saw seniors with
whole new cyea. It was phenom-
enul The project was the wark of
86 many creative peaple. I was
the recipient of the pleasure of
uuemg it come about. We will
cntinue again in fall 1998.7
“Another workshop will feature
volunteer opportunities outside
the regular classroom. Tutoring

he was o student at Harlan Ele-
mentary School. Lois Ryan, for-
mer BASCC coordinator, will
facilitate the luncheon panel.

' The panel also includes Marion

King.

Mny 21 will be an exciting day.
Current valunteers will be hon-
ored, and you out in the commu-
nity ‘who are secking meaningful
challenges and much joy from
sceing students learn and graw
are urged to call BASCC at (248)

'642-1040 and say you will be

there that day.

Al About Families runs cvery
other week in The Eccentric
Newspapers. Birmingham resi-
dent Alice McCarthy, Ph.D., isa
nationally known parent educa-
tor, writer and editor.
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The bride-to-be is a graduate
of Loras College in Dubuque,
Towa, and is employed at Willow
Creek Community Church in
South Barrington, IIt.

Her fiance is a graduate of
Andover High School and
Wheaton College, He is
employed at Willow Creek Com-
munity Church in South Bar-

rington.

A July wedding i planned at
Willow Creek Community
Church.

2 from area

Two area residents are work-
ing on the dinner committee for
the Michigan Women's Founda-
tion’a annual Women of Achieve-
ment and Courage Awards Din-
ner on Tuesday at the Ritz-Carl-
ton.

They are Barbara (Bunny)
Kratchman of Bloomfield Hills,
who also is on the board of
trustees, and Veronika Quaroni
of Bloomfield Hills.

Four women leaders will be
honored at the dinner. They are
Eleanor Josatis of Detroit, co-
founder and executive director of
Focus: HOPE; Gladys May
Beckwith of Lansing, professor
of American Thought and Lan-
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taking part in women’s dinner event

guage at Michigan State Univer-
sity; Vernice Davis Anthony of
Detroit, senior vice president of

Residents of the Birming-
ham-Bloomficld, West Bloom-
ficld and Southficld areas
should send their engage-
ment, wedding, anniversary
or birth information, with or
without photograph, to: Attn
Brides, The Eccentric, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham 48009.

Residents of the Troy and
Rochester areas should send
information to The Eccentric,
1814 S. Rochester Roand,

Submitting announcements |

Rochester Hills 48307. :
Residents of the Farming:
1on aren shouid send infurna.
tion to the Farmingto
Obscrver, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington 48335. ',_‘
If you have questions, call |
Sue Wills in Birmingham at -}/
(248) 901-2560; Debbie Dou-_
glas in Rochester nt (248) 651- 7}
7675, or Katie McManus in |
Farmington at (248) 477-
5450. -

Miranda Pauline
Oberman

Thomea and Leanne Oberman
of Livonia announce the birth of
their daughter, Miranda Pauline
Oberman, on March 16 at Provi-
dence Hospital,

She has a brother, Patrick
Stephen.

Grandparents are Thomas and
Janice Nowakowski of Troy, Lee
and Roberta Shough of Santa
Barbara, Calif., and Patricia
Oberman of Bloomficld Hills.

Great-grandparents are Mar-
tin and Marceal Luepke of Clear
Lake, Ind., and Oakley Shough
of Adrian.

Urban and Community Health
at the St. Jolin Health System in
Detroit; and Joan Luedders

Wolfe of Grand Rapids, cnvamn‘
mental activist.
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