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“Wo celebrate tho episodes, but
wo wanted the stage show to bo
unique,” said Hochwald. “The
characters ore six fect tall, Ity
almost a ‘Honey I shank the
Kida,' effect. It's purcly magicat.
‘THp parenta are kept on a differ-
cnt level so they don't appear out
of proportion. They're separated

feom the kids who are in their .

oy world, We choso a rainy day
beguuso it creates an atmosphere
where the imagination could fly.
We:onuck in Chuckic's fear of
thimder”
~This is not a skip and wave
presentation. The cast of 22
actors, dancers and ving
tray over 30 characters. Cast
mambers range in age from 21-
20,
~YThoy're amazing,” said
Hothwald. “They capture the
essence of the character even
though they're buried under-
neath layers of costume.”

*It's n show designed for older
_kids, ages 5-11. Younger kids will

¢njoy it too, but they might not

“pet” everything in the story,
.. There's lots of dancing, and the
live music includes disco, rock,
salsa, funk and opera performed
by a three picce band. Dovo
frontmen Mark and Bob Moth-
* orsbaugh, composars for the TV
geries, composed the live tour
music and lyrica with show co-
authors and co-lyricists Jon
Covksey and Ali Mario diaihe-
son. . .
Danny Herman, winner of the
Josoph Jefferson Artisan and
After Dark Awards is the chore-
ographer.

“It has the feel of a kids' rock
concart,” suid Hochwald. “The
same people who built the stage
for the Rolling Stones tour built
our stoge. It’s o three story stage
structure. There's a lot toTook at.

Kids fomilinr with the show
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2 ‘Our biggest fear was
that kids wouldn't get
it, but we've had
incredible experiences.
There's some Interac-
tion, but it's very spon-
taneous. It's cool when
the curtaln goos up.
The show absolutely
will not e tortucus for :
parents.’

Jonathan Hochwald

executive producer

will recognize some of the refor-

ences to provious cpisodes.
*They'll romember what hap-
pencd to the differeant charac-
ters,” snid Hochwald.

*Our biggest fear waa that kids
wouldn’t get it, but we've had
incredible exporiences. Thero's

some interaction, but it's very -

spontancous. It's cool when the
curtain goes up. The show abso-
lutely will not be tortuoua for
parents.” .

Like the TV series, Hochvald
hopes the live show devolops
Joyal following. “We hope to have
new cpisedea out every 18
mnnths,”

The tour atarts in the United
Stutes and they plan to take it to
South America and Europe.

Hochwald soid he is looking
forward to visiting tho Fox The-
atre agoin. “I ployed there threo
years ago with David Coppor-
field,” he said. “It's just a fabu-
lous place, one of the really note-
worthy, landmark theaters.

‘here’s a spirit of place, aimost
haunting. It's so cool.

Van Dyke, one Picasso and sce-
ing n whole cxhibit of Monots or
tho Picasso show last year where

built a carcer on playing a broad

ropertoire of clasgical music os o

soloist, chamber player and with
t e areh

you could study all the
from the early part of his life. It's
liko tho difference between tak-
ing a highlighta tour and staying
a while,” ho said.

Ohlsaon snid he waa aurprised
by tho total success of the pro-
joct, though he said he knew
Chopin was popular.

*It was tremondous, It wont
far beyond ego gratification,
though cgo gratification ie
always nice, but it doesn't lnst,”
he said. .

The Chopin cycle waa atypical
for the busy pinnisi who has

PRNowswire ~ Two huge
entortainment icons, Gilda Rad-
ner and Godzilla, will join forces
Wednesday, May 20 at the Star
Southficld Entertainment Con-
tre when Goners) Motora pro-
sonts *Gilda Mects Godzilla,” a
movie premiero of the TriStar
lPin:tumu action thriller, “Godzil-
n.”
Tho ovent, which begins with
rofreshmonts at 8 p.m, in the
0ld Detroit Lobby, is a benofit
for Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit,

Ballet Company showcases guest artists

field, Mo., Alexandra Zaharias,

Tho Michigan Classic Ballet
Company has announced tho
guest faculty and porticipating
companies for the 1998 Regional
Dulnco Americn Mid-States Feati-
val,

Tho Michigan Classic Ballet
Company will host the Festival

in Ann Arbor, on the compua of

the University of Michigan, with
performances at tho Power Cen-
ter, Fridoy-Saturday, May 22-23.

The companies are featured in
performances of world premier
ballets at the Mid-States Festi-
val. Kimberly Glosco and Antho-
ny Randazzo of the National Bal-
let of Canada will perform, as
guest artists, in the Festival
. Gala Program, Snturday, May

23.

Performances take place ot 8
p.m., Friday and Saturday, Moy
22 ond 23 at the Power Center in
downtown Ann Arbor. Tickets

”—oldn Wes_
~“(® $1099
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Tour Callfornla's Consilino,
Yosemite, San Francisco

“Solo recitals arc more chal-
lenging, you havo to croate the
atmosphere, everything,” he said.
“It’s like a poctry roading or a
manologue by an actor, With an
orchestra, it's moro like n play, o
cooperativa, offort. There is noth-
ing like playing a great concerto
with a fino orchestra and n grest
conductor. You are stimulnting
each other”

©Ohlsson said ho hos a “stan-

dard eeven” of great componcrs -

for the piano — Mozart, Iaydn,
Beathoven, Shubort, Dobussy,

the free cancer support commu-
nity named for the comedian and
former Datroiter, Gilda Radner.

While Gilda once made a
“monster” movie called ‘It Came
From Hollywood,” she nover
crossed Godzilla's path boforc.
Maonies raised at tho benefit will
help fund the program at the
recently opened clubhouse in
Royal Oak, which features social
and emotional support for men,
womon and children with all

are $20 in advance and §22 at

Liszt and, of coursc, Chopin. But,

he said, ho plays many more not
on that list, including contompo-
rary composers. X
*You capx‘:’: play overything, but
1 tond to do & wide range,” he
suid. *I play as wido a reportairo
na any concert pianiat.” \

Ho said ho plays contemporary
music because *music doesn’t
exist unless it's played” and it
can't bo judged if no one ever
-hears it. .

Ohlsson, like most concert
pianist began playing as a child.
Ho said playing piano and violin
aro so complicated that you
‘almost have to shape your body

types of cancer, as well as their
familica ond friends. -

“Godzilla,” atarring Matthew
Broderick and produced by
Roland Emmerich and Dean

4 Dey”

to the instrument, and it is hard
for somoono who doean't begin na
a child, Though he somotimes
gots challengod.

*Occasionally I'll run into
someone in their *30s who aays
they’re going to buy.a piano and
takeo lossons so thoy can play like
me. Well, good luck,” ho said.

Following hia fete, Ohlsson will
be making trips to New York,
Spain and Italy bofore flying
home to San Francisco and a
three week break before the
summer music festival rounds.
He hae acheduled recording
dates with Arabesque to perform
works by Beethoven and Liszt
later this year.

Gilda Meets ‘Godzilla’ at movie premiere

Mich. 48073 by Friday, May 15,
For information, contact Gilda'a
Club, (248) 677-0800.

Star Southficld Entertainment
Centre, at 25333 W, Twelve Mile,

Dovlin, of "Indep

fame, will begin at 7:30 p.m.
General tickots are $26 and
veserved patron tickets are $100.
To order tickets, send check or
Visa/MasterCard number to
Gilda's Club Metro Detroit, 3517
Rocheater Road, Royal Oak,

chgl:qurgphur and v.eu‘r;her

the door, For further

- For-

tion, call the Michigan Classic
Ballet ticket hot line (248) 661-
4349 or the Power Center, (734)
763-3333. *

Michael Uthoff, founder of
Hartford Ballet, and Artistic
Director of Ballet Arizona, ia the
Adjudicator for tho 1998 Feati-
val. The faculty includes:

Jonas Kogo ~ Artiatic director,
Ballet West, Salt Lake City, Utah

Denise Schultze — Former Bal-
let Mistress, Ballet West and
Nevnda Dance Theatrse, and
noted guest teacher

Anthony Rendazzo — Former
Principal Dancer San Francisco
Ballet, and Guest Artist in Resi-
dence, National Ballet of Canada

Kimberly Glasco - Principal
Dancer, National Bullet of Cana-

da . T
William De Young — Facuity,
University of Michi fonal

— Sothcst —
15 Days

$1099

mer Principal Dancer, Guaira
Ballet Theatre of Brazil

Rence Grammatico '~ Original
momber, - Dance Gallery/ Poter
Sparling & Co., noted choreogra-
phor, and jazz denco master
toacher .

Voronica Green - Member,
Dayton Contemporary Dance 11,
and two-time recipient of the

- Regional Dance'America Craft of

Chordography Award

Master closses will bo offered
in classical hallet, jazz and mod-
ern dance. Sominars will include:

Dancing on the Worldwide Web
— Dr. Jeffroy Lockledge, Wayno
State University

Careers for Profeasional
Dancers - Mark Kappel, Manag-
or of dancers, chorsographers

_and teachers N ..

Psychology of a Ballot Dancer
- Libby Balter Blume Ph.D,,
Unlversity of Detroit Mercy, an
authority on child development

Pilates, Cupezio dancewoanr,
and Artistic Dircctora
Roundtable |

The participating companies
include: Michigan Classic Ballot
Co., Waost Bloomfield, Mary C.
Geiger, Artistic Diroctor; Aloxan-
dra Ballot Company, Cheater-

Tour Southern Californla
Atizona & Hevada

Vish Hotyawood, Bevarty HIl, Mojave Oesert.
Las Veges, Laughlin, Laks Havasu, Grsnd
Canyon, Painted Desedt, Osk
Sedoas, Phosnx, Gan Diego, Ste-
B, Misaion San Jun Caplstrenc,
tal Cathadral. Fulty Escortad, fote of
wigisening. .

YW acamons

catortmebroctors: 1.-800-968-7626

Open Baturday & Bundey

Fun Fllled Vacations Since 19671

.
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by Neil Simon

How Can You Take A Weekend
Getaway With The Family Without
Breaking The Bank?

Try Our Famlly Value Package, vou
and the kids will enjoy a spacious two-room suite with a wet bar,
refrigerator, mirowave oven, coffee maker and a sofabed. This
fun package also includes homemade pizza, four non-alcoholic
beverages, a pool tay, one free movie rental and
microwavable popcorn, plus a complimentary bever-
age reception and full prepared-to-order breakfast each day, For

Telegraph Road and
Northwestern Highway, has been
integral in helping raise over
$400,000 for dozens of charities
since its June 1897 opening.

*Gilda Meats Godzilla™ will be
Star Southfield’s 11th charity
benefit,

Artistic Director; Andorson
Young Ballot Theatre, Anderson, <

Ind,, Lou Ann Young, Artistic :

Director; DanceWeat Ballet Com. |
pany, Naperville, 1., Ricardo
and Regina Moyano, Artistic
Directors; Flint Youth Ballet,
Keren Mills Jennings, Artistic
Director; Fort Wayne Ballet, Fort
‘Woyne, Ind., Radmila Teodorovic,
Artistic Director; Greater Lans.
ing Ballet Company, Barbara
Banasikowski Smith, Artistic
Director; Interlochen Dance
Ensemble, Interlochen, Sharon
Randolph and Michael Tevlin,
Artietic Directors; Kalnmazoo
Ballet, Keslamazoo, Terry
Bullard, Artistic Director; Min-
netonka Dance Theatre, Min-
netonka, Minn.

Mariannoe Simons, Artistic
Director; Salt Croek Ballet,

“Westmont, Iil,, Patricia Sigurd-"~

son, Artistic Director; Wisconsin
Dance Ensemble, Monona, Wis.,

JoJean Retrum, Artistic Director

The Regional Dance America/
Mid-States Festival is undor-
written in part through grants
from Dayton-Hudaon Target
Stores, Botaford Hospital,
Chrysler Corp., Capezie
Dancewear and Comerica Banks.
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o the Aubum Hills Hillon Suites at 248-334-2222.

travel agent, 1-800-HILTONS,
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