Great ‘Odd Couple’
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“Angels in America: Millennium
Approaches,”a play by Tony Kushner, ix
a co-production of Meadow Brook The-
atre and the Department of Music,
Dance and Theatre at Oaklond Univer-
sity.

Performances: 7:30 p.m. Thursday-
Fridey, May 7-8, May 13-15; 2 p.m. and
8 p.m. Saturday May 9 and 16; 2 pm.
Sunday, May 10 and 17. Varner Studio
Theatre, Varner Hall, on the campus of
QOakland Univeraity, Rochester Hills.
Tickets: $18, {248) 377-3300.

Seldom does a play come along
that serves ns many purposes 08

Ridgedale Players present “The Odd
Couple,” female version, by Neil Simon,
Friday-Sunday, Moy 8-10 and Thurs:
day-Sunday, May I4-17 at the play-
house 205 W. Long Loke Road, Troy.
Performances 8 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day, 3 p.m. Sunday, and 7:30 p.m.
Thuraday. Tickets $11, $10 on Thurs-
day, May 14, and include o sandwich
and coffee afterglow. Discount for
seniors and students on Sunday. Call
(248) 988-7049. Bring donations for
Haven House, a shelter for abused
women and their children.

BY HELEN ZUCKER
SPECIAL WIUTER

The Ridgedaio Playera produc-
tion of tho female version of Neil
Simon's canny play, “The 0dd
Couple,” is hilarious. Directed by
D. Coffey and Laura Bell, the six
women in the cast bond together
in the way old school friends can,
and the two men seem joined at
the hip. The fast and furious
cnergy is wonderful, -

Danictle Milton as Olive Madi-
gon of the quick mind, sympa-
thotic heart and slovenly ways, is
darkly vibrant. A workaholic
who sends her ex money, Olive
ents all her meals out, and from
the way her apartment looks, is
only in on Wednesday nights
when the girls come over to play
Trivial Pursuit.

Milton exudes real physical
menace in the scens whoro sho
kicks Florence out, and a
poignant mix of horniness and

Sponsored by

Birmingham-Bloom

“Angels in America: Millennium
Approaches” at Oakland Univer-
sity's Studio Theatre.

A provocantive play about a
range of hot-button topics,
“Angela In America” spares nei-
ther tactfulness nor decorum in
making its point: America ie in
serious deninl, more concerned
with consumerism than social
conscience,

But politics aside, “Angels In
America” {s an optimistic sign of
the future of theater in Onkland
County.

The collaboration between

loncliness when she begs Flo-
rence to think of a romantic
evening instoad of cooking.

Kimberly Cruchon is terrific as
tho compulsive, gymnastic, nou-
rotic Florence Unger. Flecing
from her husband who wants to
divorce her, though she's “a won-
derful wifo and mothex,” Florence
is taken in by Olive, By morning,
Florence is happily waxing, yacu-
uming, putting Olive’s belong-
ings in biack garbage uacks,
doing moose calls at night,
imposaible neck and back pos-
tures by day; in short, making
Olive wish she had jumped out
of the window. Cruchon looks
like a woman in an El Greco
painting, and sha's very funny
trying to put English into Span-
ish and vice versn.

Tony Castellani as Josus
Coatazucla {call me “Hoys”) is at
once an innocent and n sophisti-
cate. Hia brother, Manolo, played
with great verve and wit by Jim
Rink, describea both brothers us

R

QU's Department of Theatro and
Mcadow Brook Theatre proves
that at the core of any theatrical
experienco must bo an appeal to
community.

After one-t ical

‘Ahgéls In America’ elevates

promising student-thespiana still
figuring out their craft,

Sot in the intimate Varner
Hall Studio Theatre, Tony Kush-
ner's Pulitzer Prize-winning play
Jiterally i b;

revivals and predictable dramas,
perhaps Mendow Brook Theatro
has found o way to push the
boundaries without insulting
their consorvative subserih

gages the aud ¥
making them feel a part of the
loy.
In a frenetic display of indig-

nancy, raw homosexuality and

ogoin ond again.

Structured in well-timed
episodes, the ensembles handles
a range of roles, Primarily, the
story revolves around the infa-
mous attorncy Roy Cohn, a
homosexual coliple and a hus-
band and wife:

In a preview performance, the
cnst showed the raw energy and

he ity of o soci-

To his credit, director Geoffroy
Sherman pulls off a gutsy pro-
duction that combines somo fine
performances by an experienced
cast nlong with a look at somo

delivers

and toll us “that’s why we need
siestas.” They wind up angry at
Olive and whisk Florence away
to stay with them. (What hap-
pens to the Spaniards and Flo-
ronco is the stuff of another
play).

Tania Velinsky as Mickey, the
lady cop, is warm, scnsible, and
vory good as a woman comfort-
ably wedded to a man she wishes
an affair on him 80 she'd be left
in peace.

Susie Skibicki shines as Vera,
the dowdy, slightly dim intellec-
tual whose husband thinks sho
dresscs “too sexy” Skibicki man-
ages a Vera who is always one
step behind, yet one of the girls.

Kimberly Renfrew Gobbie is
very fine as Renee, the fost
thinker who ends her affair with
& gynecologist and scoms to be
sending thought rays out over
the universe aa she discusses
Florence, their game and life.
Madonns Holden is radiant as
Sylvie.

“new.” They work for Iberia in
salgs and management, live in
Olive's Park Place Avenue apart-
ment house, are divorced from
Spanish wives, but in many ways
are deeply traditionnl. They are
gentlemon of the old school,
speak of Castilian and “Barthelo-
ma,” ond trade wonderful
proverbs that melt away in a
haze. They leap up and down
whenaver the ladies stand or sit
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Saturday May 9, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday May 10, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mother’s Day Weekend

In° downtown Birmingham, Shain park and adjacent streets.

Three hundred artists, from all over the United States and
Canada exhibit fine art and fine crafts.

Performances of classical, jazz, choral and musical theater
' High Schol Student Art Show
Children’s Art Activities

the Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center, and
ield Chamber of Commerce
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Fl gets independent
Sylvie gets pregnant, Olive gets
monoy from her ex, the neighbor-
1y brothers get Florence and the
audience gots a wonderful
gvening.

The sot and props by Jim
West, Helen Gach, Linda Martini
and crew, sound by Carl Jones
and Thom Griffin are dandy.
Sandra Grider’s working girl cos-
tumes are swell. Sonia Milton
produced.
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ety lacking compassion, the play
unfolds on the floor-stage from

several diroctions.
There ere four entrances/cxits
with actors carrying on props to
i t tho ploy's minimal

set design.

Tho iasucs covored by play-
wright Kushner could be placed
in the pot of the moat

of an ble finding
its own rhythm and interpreta-
tion, That'a an incredible accom-
plishment given that they had
rehearsed the play for less than
three weeks.

Onco again, Sherman and the
OU Decpartment of Theatre
deserve kudos for tackling the
demanding play and putting

her a duction that does-

sial issues of the day: AIDS,
homosexuality, racism, sexism,
Tiezant ai +

n't cemprormiao the author's
vision nor the character’s dimen-
ol

aggr an
notions about what exactly is
“American.”

In essence, homosexuality isn’t
just a label or something that
happens “out there.” The proxim-
ity of tho actors presents the
“uncasy issues” an arm's length
away. Close enough to sce the
humanity of those who are vic-
tims of prejudice and a plngue.

But as an alarming indication
about the state of American the-
ater, no other piay in the 'S0 hus
compelled nudiences to directly
confront the long shadows
sweeping over American cuiture.

Essentially, Kushner defiantly
poses a challenge to the audi-
ence: Deal with it.

And the cast proves they’re up
to the challenge. Aguin and

As mentors, veteran actors
Robert Grossman and Karen
Sheridan prove up to the task. In
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future cOllaboraAtion at OU ;:

&0n stage: John Bieden- |
bach and Jacquie Floyd in
“Angels In America.” ..

For sheer energy and emotion-
a)l range, John Bidenbnch
d trated that he is an

particular, G 's portrayal
of Cohn is achingly surreal, at
timea he'’s the calculating beast
behind the persecution of Joe
McCarthy’s political enemies and
patheticilly ‘nsecuve about his
own sexaality.

Given time, Grosr man wii! no
doubt cruate one uf ti:v mast
unforgollabic partraiis 8@ i
some time in Detroit theatre.

The remaining cast all have
their outstanding moments. Of
specinl note is Ray Schultz, who
walks a fine edge of his charac-
ter's intellectual ramblings and
his basic desire to survive the
onslaught of AIDS.
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actor willing to stretch and
experiment. .

Bidenbach's performance is
the centerpiece of the play. And
he doesn't flinch. His energy and
emotion resound long after the
winged angel descends.

For anyone who believes the-
ater enn heal, vou'll find “Ancels
In America” is the first step. A
catharsis of the first order.

The impressive debut of Mead-
ow Brook-OU Department of
Theatre's collaboration will be
closely followed. And more
importantly, greatly anticipated.

H FOR MOMS!
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