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Spike Lee dro

TICKETS

Spike  Lec
saya tho movies
nover get the
game of basket-
ball right. As o
self-proclaimed
hoops addict
(you'll gee him
seated courtside
at just nbout
overy Knicks'
game), he
should know.

8o whero docs
Spike get off
aaking a movie as shallow and,
in the finnl analysis, hokey as
*“He Got Gamo?®

- His over-two-hour saga follows
o high school sonior named
Jesus (Ray Allen), whoso title as

' JOHN
MONAGHAN

top basketball prospect in the
country (*Jesus Saves!” the head-
lines scrcam) makes him o hot
property. Hig decision — play col-
lege ball and get an education or
go straight to the pros = holda
our interest for awhile befora
Spike drops the ball with the
most forced meledroma imagin-
able. .

“He Got Game” opena like a
Spike-directed Nike commorcial
with kids nationwido shooting
slow-motion hoops. There's the
whito farm boy practicing on a
makeshift court behind the barn,
African-Amorican kids on the
urban asphalt of Brooklyn, even
a woman's team. All are backed
by the strains of ultra-American
composer Aaron Copland.

ps the ball

Lot’s get ono thing straight:
I'm not a basketball fan and
can't stand to sce sports mythol-
ogized on the screen, I wasn't
crazy about “Field of Droams”
and despised “The Natural.”
8till, I enjoyed this part of “Ho
Got Game,” if only for the viscer-
al cinematography by Malik
Hassan Sayced.

In his Nike commercials, Spike
gots his message across in 30
scconds. In the movie, ho doesn't
know when to say “cut” in the
strained relationship batwoen
Jesus and his father, Jake (Den-
zol Washington), who is scrving
time upstate for killing his wife,
Jesus' mother.

Jako has returned home on a
‘mission. It secms tho governor's

alma mater, Big State, is inter-
csted in Jesus 8o sonds dad out
to sign him up. Favors like this
won't bo forgotten, half-promiscs
the warden (played by an even-
jowlier-than-usual Ned Beatty).

Spike is astute when ho pre-
sonts tho forces trying to influ-
ence Jesus' decision. Everyone
wanta a picce of him. Univorei-
ties offer him the moon, includ-
ing dorm rooms full of frisky
white coeds. On his roturn,
Uncle Bubba (Bill Nunn) shows
up in a brand new car.

And just when you think that
Josus' white high achool conch is
really looking aut for his best
intereats, ho turns on him, too,
pushing 10 grand in his face for
o hint about his decision, (I just
knew Spike couldn't lot this guy
off the hook.}

*“He Got Game” rounites Spike
with Denzel Washington, the
star of “Maicolm X,” and it's a
potentially meaty rolo. But Spike
does everything he can to sabo-
tago the part, which here
includes hooking Jnkln up with a

i illa Ji

white ich)
redeemed by his newfound com-
passion.

. Anyono is going to fare badly
next to Washington, bui Ruy
Allen looks eapecially out-of-his
leagua during the volatile father
and-son confrontations, The real-
life Milwaukee player (he's 22)
does look genuine when shooti:

who stages a lavish production
to lure Jesus to his university.
The acreen fills with Jesus® high-
light c]ip‘u‘ interspersed w‘ith

n
basket after effortless basgket in
the scene where he and his old
man finally square off on the
court.

Some moments I liked, includ-
ing John Turturre as o conch

SCREEN SCENE

adoring from
Biblical epics.

By the timo we reach the end
of “He Got Game,” Spike goes ail
soppy on us again, junking the
movie up with heavy-handed

ymboli When the i

DAID LEW/TOUCHNTONE PICTURES
Drama: Denzel Washington (left) stars as temporarily
paroled prisoner Jake Shuttlesworth whose future
pends on his being able to convince his estranged son
Jesus (Ray Allen) to accept a basketball scholarship at
the governor’s alma mater in “He Got Game.”

gave it o collective groan, I knew
that 1 wasn't alone in my suspi-
cions: “He’s Got Game™ had got-
ten truly lame.

John Monaghan welcomes
your calls and comments, To
Teave John a voice mail message,
dial (734) 953-2047 on a touch-
tone phone, mqilbox 1866.

A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movie theaters
across metro Detroit as reviewed
by John Monaghan.

Detroit Film Theatre -
Detroit Inatitute of Arts, 5200
Woodward, Detroit. Call (313)
833-2323 for information ($5.50;
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$4.60

“A Friend of the Decensed”
(Ukraine -1997). Friday-Sunday,
Moy 8:10 (call for showtimes), A
former academic, out of work in
the new capitalist jungle of Kiev,
discovera that his wife is cheat-
ing on him, When he hires a hit-
man to take care of her, his real
problema havo only just begun.

“Mothor and Son” (Russia -
1997). 7:30 p.m, Monday, May 11.
Designed and paced like a fever
dream, this work by Alexander
Sokurov is o visual poem about a
dying woman being cared for by
her son.

Main Art Theatre - 118 N,
Main (at 11 Mile Road), Royal
Oak. Cal} (248) 542-0180 for

good Michael Moore (“Roger and
Me™) shot during his reeent book
tour. Along the way he confronts
corporations who continue to
downaize to the detriment of
cmployees everywhere.

“The Spanish Prisonoer”
(USA - 1998). Campbell Scott
plays a young businessman who
develops a dangerous relation-
ship with.a mysterious tycoon
(Stave Martin), Expect plenty of
fascinating verbel interplay in
this latest film written and
directed by David Mamet ("Glen-
garry Glen Ross”),

Maple Art Theatre - Maple
at Telegraph, Bloomfield. Call
(248) 855-9090 for information.
($6.50; $4 before 6 p.m.)

“TwentyFour Seven"
(Britain - 1897). Bob Hoskins
plays a cockeyed optimist who
tries to form a boxing club
among the troubled youth that
haunt the housing projects.

“T'wo Girls and a Guy” (USA
- 1897). Shot in rcal time, this

ination of a love triangl
Robert Downey Jr.,

stars

8.and

information. ($6.60; $4 :t;-
dentalaani : 3

twilight)

“The Butcher Boy" (Ireland -
1998). Tho movies of Neal Jordan
{*Interview with the Vampire”
and “The Crying Gamo") leavo
mo as fascinated as they do cold.
Expect the same here as social
and cmotional forces turn a
young boy into a killer,

“Tho Big One” (USA - 1898).
The Intest from Flint boy-made-

Graham, nnd Natasha
Gregson Wagner. Directed by
James Toback,

“Deja Vu” (USA - 1998).
Another  talkfest from
writer/director Henry Jaglom,
this time about the strange rela-
tionship thot can sometimes
develop between strangers. Vic-
torin Foyt co-wrote and stars
with Stephen Dillane and Vanes-
8a Redgrave.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Star Southficld - 235556 West
12 Mile (near Northwestern
Highway and Telegraph), South-
ficld. ($7.50 $6 ndults; $4.75 chil-
dren/seniors before 6 p.m.)

“Buicide Kings” (USA -
1998), Five Long Island prep stu-
dents kidnap a former mafin
capo (Christopher Walken) in
exchonge for one of the guys' sis-
ters. Denia Leary also stars in
this dark comedy.

Windsor Filfs Theatre —
2136 Wyandotte Street, Windsor,
Canada. Call (519) 254-FILM for
information. ($5.26 Conadian; $4

“The Sweot Horeafter”
{Cannda - 1997). 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 7; 9:16 p,m. Friday-
Sundoy May 8-10, Many thought
Atom Egoyan’s gripping drama
was robbed of an Oscar. When
the children in a small northern
Canada town perish in a bus
accident, the parents and other
survivors don't know where to
place the blame.

“Waco: The Rules of
Engagement” (USA - 1997).
9:16 p.m, Thursday, May 7; 7
p.m. Friday-Sundny, May 8-10.
An Oscar-nominated documen-
tary which beats up on the FBL
for bungling the atondoff with
the Branch Davidians. Among -
the rare footage presented: A
1959 recruitment film touting
the group's communal way of life
and interviews with FBI mem-
bers whosc reasons for being in
‘Waco appear questionable.

Schoduled io open Fridsy. M2y 8
“DELP INPACT® .

ScHA thaillef tells how people on aarth
deal with an Impending colligion with an
asteroid.

“wog*

Romantic comedy about a straight-
loced law clerk’s blind date with 8
beautitul young woman that results in
an evening of nonstop adventure.
Schaduled to open Friday, May 15

“™HE FOR CAMELOT"

Thiilling adventurs set in a magical
world. Timeless legends and
contemporary humot ave inteftwined
with images created by some of the
worid’s most e

ortists.

“BULLWORTH®

A dopressed U.S. Senator finds himsell
saying publicly for tho first tima what
he's aiwaya known to be true about
race and wealth In Ametico, Stars Was-
ten Beatty,

“CHARACTIR®

Exclusively at the Landmark Maln The-
stre. A story of passion and ambition
about & father and son focked [n 8 strug:
Rle to destroy esch other, Stass Fadjs
van Huet.

"CHIESE BOX*
Exclusively at the Main Art. Romentic
of Ttural

fove botween a Britlsh journelist and a
former prostitute,

“THE HORSE

Based on Nicholas Evans’ best-selling
novel of a mothor's quest 1o save het
maimed daughtor, and a horsa driven

R
Davidson star in “Woo.”

mad by pain. Stars robert Redford.

~SHOOTING FISH™

A fast-paced and Infectious romp
thenugh tha terrltory of love, Ingenulty
6nd revenga that updates the romantic
caper ¢

omedy.
Schaduled to open Friday, May 20

“QODTALA"

An enorhous Cleatura Cassonds oa How
York Chy causing complete chaos.
Sters Mstthew Broderick.

Scheduled to open Wednasday. May 27

"1 GOT THE HOOK-P*

Comady about twd street entrepreneurs
who are running a shopping center out
of thelr van. When they start dealing In
bootleg cell phanes they find them-
sotves scrembling to stey ahead of

Jada Pinkett Smith and Tommy

NYIL JACORVNEW LINE CrvDta

unhappy customers and the FBI.

to open Friday, May 29
“HOPR FLOATS"
When a woman's pleture perfect lifo
comes crashing down around her, she
returns home o stast over, There her
life becomes even moro complicated,
but she finds Lhe strengih to reclaim her
fifs 3t rediezzvers zomething eha had
aimost glven up ¢n, hope, Stass Sandra
Bullock, Harry Connick, Jr.
“ALMOST HEROES®
Rolticking comedy sbout two explorers
who lead & band of hopeless and clue-
Iess misadventures In a race 10 bont
Lewls & Clark across the unchorted
American West. Stata Chiis Farley and
Matthew Gues!.




