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Rev it up: They're getting
ready for the downtown
Farmington Monday
night classic car
cruises./A2

All-night long: Volunteers
are needed to help supply
prizes and put on the
after graduation party for
seniors./R9
T
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Giving back: Fraser
Pomeroy’s wife, Margaret,
died last October in the
Farmington Hills Hospice
Home. Now the retiree,
who is almost 90 years
.old, volunteers at the

home for the terminally ill
almost daily./B1

Back to back: Farmington
Hills Merey's Girls Track
Team snared its second
Catholic League
Championship./C1

Muslc festivals: Find out
who’s performing at
Meadow Brook, Pine
Knob and other summer
music festival venues./EL
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Teen working

at Hills church

electrocuted

An 18-year-0ld man died after being elec-
trocuted while fixing a light fixture at a

Farmington Hills church Sunday.

The victim is identified aa Daniel Vail,

18, of Whitmore Lake.

Arouid 4:40 p.m., a woman in snother
room at the Seventh-Day Adventist Church

on 10 Mile heard a thud and went in to find
the man unconscious on the floor,

The victim's mother porforined CPR until
police and paramedics arrived. The man
hnd no pulse and wasn't breathing, police
reparts said,

He was taken to Dotafc I where

moton

Serving Farmington and Farmingtbn Hills for 111 years

oard cuts
bond tax
§7.7 million
via Durant

H Average taxpayers will get a cut of
$15 a year in their school taxes, after
the Farmington schoo! board decided
to use 81 percent of its $9.5 million
lump sum payoff of cash from the
Durant lawsuit.

As lato aa Tuesdny’s public budget
hearing, Farmington school district
residents such as Arthur Damiani
wanted;all of the $9,6 million Durant-
case windfail returned to citizens.

“It belongs to the people,” said
Damiani, the only resident to speak
during tho hearing, which preceded a marathon regular
meeting.

Domiani and others will
percent of it.

The Farmington Board of Education, near the conclu-
gion of Tuesday’s mecting, voted 6-1 to approve recom-
mendations from the finance committee - returning
$7.7 million to residents and spending the rest on pro-
grams and projects it can’t afford in the budget.

That amount will be uaed to reduce the Series 2 bond
issuo, which won't be issued until at least mid-1999,
from $26 million to more than $18 million. All of the
Durant monoy will be sct aside in the building and site
budget fund - drawing interest — until then, said
Superintendent Bob Maxficld.

“We're being able to address significant educational
and safety issues for children,” said bbard Vice Presi-
duent and finance committee member Cathy Webb, “And
by returning a portion v have heard from two very
vocnl and informed constituencies. I would hope that
both would be satisfied by thin.”

Not everybody was. Jacqueline Katz, one of the chal-
lengers in the June 8 school board electian, reiterated
her campaign stance that “all of it? should have been
returned. .

Eighty-four Michigan districts received a -total of
$212 million in mid-April, awarded by the state
Supreme Court s scttlement of the 18-year-old case.

have to settlo for about 81

Please sco DURANT, Ad

Putting you in touch
with your world

Muzle nuzzlo: Ashlynn Faulkner, 1, gets a friendly kiss.from Kilo, a 4Y=month-old
German Shepard police dog, at the Farmington Hills Police Departmvnt’s 11th
annial Open House Sunday. The K-9 Unit was one of many highlights at the
open house, For more on the day's events, please turn to Page AI1

District
advocate
Webb runs
on heart

‘There can be no questioning where
Cathy Webb's public service heart ia
these days. It beats only for Farming-
ton Public Schools.

Webb, who ran in 1996 for the 37th

& Occupatlon: Retall advertising artist.
M Education: Bachelor of Sclence
degree In politicat sclence at
Eastern Michigan Unlversity,
W Communlty: Farmington school
board, 8 years — 2 years as prosl
dent; 1995 Cltizen of tho Year;
Commisslon on Children, Youth and
Familles: Community Foundatlon on
Children, Youth and Familles; chair-
person, Carnucopla Ball 199h: ote.

CANDIDATE PRORLE
B No Cathy Webb

Human touch

W Ago: 46

1 Famliy: Morrled;
sons, James, 18,
Matthew, 16, attend
Formington High
School.

ness,

House District, could have opted to try
for Lansing again this year. Judging by

Joske and Anwar Mah d.

urten
not only takes
care of busi-
she glso tokes
care of people.
Which is why the
president. of Ural
Intoriors
year's Athena Award
winner. The Farm-
ington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of
Commerce honor ree-
ognizes the top busi-

Athena Award winner Ural honored
for serving people, business needs

Ural
could get together and talk about their
difficultics,

*“I enjoy my business a lot, but I've
sacrificed a lot of things having my
own business, It’s not a place where
you work 9-t0-5 and go home.”

In 19 years of operating an interior
design business, Ural hurdled numer-
ous obstacles.

She weathered the recession in the
carly 1980s, which consumed about 90
percent of her competition. She sur-
vived by venturing into different types

is this

in the Far:

last weok's filing dendline, races for
some state and county seats will be hot
and heavy. But the list of candidates
does not include the Farmington Board
of Education veteran.

Instead ~ and there is absolutely no
reason to doubt her — Webb professes
uvndying i t to the

*“My future is, obviously, being in this
community,” said Webb, 46, a board
member since 1990, “I ran for the first
time eight years ago on a very simple
platform - that I had a positive atti-
tude and cared for kids, -

and future of n systom striving to
become what she called “a premier 21st
Century school district.” *

It is why she never hesitated to file
for the June 8 school board election,
when she will be among five candi-
dates running for a poir of four-year
terms, To be decided will be seats now
occupied by Webb and Jack Inch, who
also is running for another term. Chal-

“I turned that positive attitude into
being an ad for Farmil Pub-
lic Schools.”

Webb ia an advecate, witheut jump-
ing up and waving the purpls *Team
Farmington” pennant at bonrd meet-
inga. But she cmphatically leads the
charge for the district and its students.

Asked during a recent interview at
the Farmington Observer to give a lot-
ter grade to the job being-done by

area,
not in terms of cut-throat practices or
shrewd dealings, but as a caring com-
munity member.

* Ural will receive the award spon-
sored by Bob Saks Oldsmobile today
during the Athena Awards Dinner at
the Botsford Inn.

The Farmington Hills resident helps
a number of charitable organizations,
including Special Olympics, One major.
contribution to businesswomen came in
tho form of a round table discussion
group that Ural started,

“J felt there were a lot of women who
wero stressed out and who were jug-
gling a lot of different things such as
children, husbands and jobs,” said

of design and scrvices, she said.

Ural, whose family moved to the U.S,
when she was 4, has a bachelor’s and
master's in interior design from Michi-

,8an State. She ia a Redford Thuraton
High graduate,

Her versatility paid dividends as her
businesa grew to include 25 employces
and major clients such as Kelsoy-
Hayes, Pepsi and Frank’a Nursery.
With that growth also came respect.

Some 20 states require interior
design specialists to be licensed. Michi-
gan is working on licensing standards,
Ural said. .

“My industry 20 years ago wasn't
considered as a profession. People
thought you did (interior design) for

lengere are Jacqueline Katz, Melody

Please sco WEBB, A4

Ural, who was born in Turkey. *I felt

Please sco ATHENA, A2

Honest job
“Uncle Jack” Curd wants folks to know he did

* he was pronounced doad after doctors
unsuccesafully tried to revive him,

Police anld Vail was electrocuted after ho
touched n live mctal conduit running to the
light fixture. :

He was on a ladder working in a room
thnt is being remodeled in a separato build-
ing next to the church. The victim had burn

Plonse sco ELECTROCUTED, Ad
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hing dumb and a man at the 7-Eleven on
Far Road did hing I ble,

Seems Curd wns planning to get to the bank Mon-
duy, so on Sunday night he made out a check to cash
for $500. During his errands Monday, Curd vigited
tho 7-Eleven. *I guess I dropped it when I went to
get a quart of milk,” bo paid. .

Lator in the day, he went back and the young man
at tho regiater gave him back the check. As o
reward, Curd 8aid, "I offered him $20 and he would.
n't take it." The man aaid he waa just doing hia job.
And a good job it was,

Red Gross raves

Lot's hear it for Tony Osentoski and ather Farm-
ington High Schoo) student council members who
led the succesaful 1998 blood drive for the Amorican
Red Crosa,

FARMINGTON FOCUS

The blood drive, chaired by Osentoski, a junior,
wns tho school's best ever. American Red Cross
Director Elizabeth Dole presented the awards May
12 at MacKenzie High School in Detroit.

Caring about Motown
‘Who says suburbanites don't care about Detroit?
On May 9, mombors of the Farmington Area
Juycces helped clean up Salsinger Park at Linwood
and Fzrkall atreets, The beautifi project is

Nutter tee tribute

There still is time ~ but not much - to sign up for
the second annual Lynn G. Nutter Memorial Golf
Quting, scheduled for Mondny, June 15, at Kensing-
ton Golf Course. Anyone interested should call Rich
Nutter by Friday, Moy 22, at (616) 676-3242.

For $75, participants can enjoy an 18-hole, four-
person golf scramblo and dinner, not to mention cold
bevernges and munchies on the course. Cost for the
barbeeue dinner only is $36. Tee times are at 11
a.m. and 8 p.m. with dinner from 6-8 p.m. High.
lights will include closest-to-the-pin and longest-
drivie contests, prizes and a 50-50 raffle.

3 will go

part of a national partnership batween True Valuo
Haordware, the U.8, Junior Chamber of Commerce
and mnjor teague baseball. The third-y P

{s designed to give urban children a clean, safe place
to play. .

hip Fand al North Farmington; |-
Hurrison and Farmington high schools. Lynn Nut. { -
ter, who dicd in December 1996, was o longtime |

principal at North Farmington and an assistant
auperintendent in Farmington schools. <

they needed some support where they

ta the Lynn G. Nutter Continuing 3.
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