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Q&A

Intelligent voting gets tougher

oting will be tougher than usual this
W Aug. 4. Or perhaps wo should empha-
sizo intelligent voting.

The reason: Term limits are kicking in for
the state House of Representativea, Statowide,
65 of our 110 representativea aren't allowed to
geek re-election. Many are retiring, but juat as
many are running for Congress, the state Sea-
ate or even county commissioner.

Races will be hot for the state Senate, even
though its term limits don't take effect until
2002,

In the 16th District, Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills term limita affected the race by
putting out state Rep. Barbara Dobb, R-Com-
merce Township, from the 39th District. So,
she's challenging Sen. Bill Bullard, R-High-
land Township. Bullard won the vacated Sen-
ate seat in June 1996 (besting Dobb) nnd is
limited to one more term. One D

dates tough questions. We offer these sugges-
tions:

B What one or two deeds do ) you consider
your ding civic that
fit you for the Legislature? Make them talk " *
about what thoy hdve done for the community
rather than what jobs they may have held. A
porson who has run a successful PTA bake
sale may offer more than one who has held a
9-5 position that sounds important.

W What is your attitude toward open gov-
ernment? Should local boards be allowed to
hire in secret? Should the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act be considered an impediment to
“gfficiency” or a right of the people?

QUESTION:-
What is your
favorite
Frank
Sinatra__ |
song? ~
1 did It ‘My =My Way.' I've “I can only neme | “I don't like "My
Waoy."* always llked It, | one song, Didhe | Way." | don't llke
Wae asked this Francls Higgins | Vko hisvalce.” slng, ‘1 didit My | ‘New Y:;r:, Now
question at the Redford | wiantou Bamos | V¥ e e Loars
Farmington Farmington Shely Jones :
Community Farmington Judy Cook
Libraty in down- Farmington
town Farming:
tan.

M In the last decade, Michigan has loat the
lent of 37 hips to deval

while population has increased little. Do you

view “aprawl” (cating up open space faster

than lati wth) as a problem? If so,

Aidat; hall N, +

will in

\Nearby, in the 9th District (Cnm.on, Ply-
mouth, Northville, Livonia and Redford),
Rnpubh‘cnn incumbent Bob Geake of
Northvillo Township has chosen to retire, and
threo eager candidates are battling for the
GOP nod. The Democratic primary has drawn
two candidates. And 5o on.

On the House side, Reps, Lyn Bankes, R~
Redford-Livonia, and Deborah Whyman, R-
Cantan, are seeking other offices. There are
primaries in those districts.

Voters will have to begin studying early,
They shouldn't rely on familiar “names.” And
they should ignore last-minute personal
attacks, particularly in pamphlets distributed
on the Sunday morning before the primary.

“ Vaters should be wary of candidates advo-
cating a single issue, They need to ask candi-

what should be done about it? .

B Are rising state university tuitions a
problem? What should be done about them?

B What is your attitude toward public
transportation as provided by SMART?

# Should the Legislature encourage more
“charter academies” and end the ban on
“vouchers” and “parochinid™? .

W What can the state do to assure a work
forco that is prepared to handle the jobs of tha
21t Century?

‘Wa recall the advice of H.L. Mencken:
“Democracy is the theory that the people know
what they want and deserve to get it — good
and hard.” Will the candidates you nominate
Aug. 4 and clect Nov. 8 serve you and the next
generation - or give it to you good and hard?

Inteiligent voting will be tougher than
usual this year.

Zest fuels mentorship success

Anyono who has ever raised a child through

thoso early teen years knows that the
worda “enthusiastic® and “listener” rarely find
~themselves next to each other when they're

i deseribing the communication botween parent

H nnd child.

. My h-grader may talk
ly nbout “relationships,” music, movies and
: “X-Filea”; it's just thnt she rarely shares that
‘ enthusmsm when talking to dad or listening
" to his upmxon. Maybe it's just for show, but my
vuewpomt is definitoly not cool.
: On the other hand, my Farmington schools
; mentor this year, eighth-grader Bethany Chis-
+ mark, actually seemed interested in my opin-
i ions and the work we do here at the Observer.
The bnght Farmington Hills teenager spent
i the past six months visiting our Farmington
' offico for a couple houra once a month learning
' nbont tho newspaper husmcsa dxrough a
LF achools’
begun this year at East Middle Schoal.
‘We gave hor a chance to do some writing,
some reporting (work.mg up the nerve to ask
our C y Vaico ion) and
to visit the scene of a renl live blaze where
officials set an old houses on fire to train nower
firefighters. ’

Some of her expericnces weren't quite so
much fun, more like the real work world, She
got a chance to join a staff meeting (oh boyl);
watch the computerized layout process
(yippeo!); and help clip and file newspaper sto-
riea (yeah!). Those forgettable visits surely
demonstrated that mundane duties are part of
overy job.

Yot, it scems she got a lot out of the visits ~
based on the extensive portfolio of clippings,
her thank-you letter to mo and her mother's

P Tho p 's di Mary
Beth SiKora, told me several times how excit-
ed Bethany was with her opportunity here.

.From our side, we got a younger perapective
on our newspaper and what we do, while
learning a bit more about what's going on in
the community. Besides, it feols good to con-
tribute a bit to education, especially when the
pupil is so interested and enthusinstic.

That feoling of contributing was empha-
sized last week during the Celebration Break-
fast for tho 18 students and 18 mentors during
this dabut program.

8iKorn said she’s a strong believer in “cele-
bratiag our successes,” then joined ol.hor

car. Hills officers, he
said, are “very invit-
ing, unlike some of
the polite officers
T've previously met.”
M Another stu-
dent had a once-in-a-
lifetime chance at
the city’s ico arena.
“It was cool because
I got to drive the
Zamboni,” snid Erik
Steph of his Ty
time with Richard
Lampi of the city of
Farmington Hills.
B Part of the
learning experience, it scems, was proving
that they don'’t call it work for nothing. “I
decided I don't like to sit in & lot of ings,”

t: Bethany
Chismark was a
familiar sight at
the Observer.

LETTERS

Invest Durant refund

8 the Observer listening to all tho citizens

that I heard.at the public board meeting dis-
cussing the Durant refund? Was the Observer
listening at previous parent meetings, millage
or bond isaue meotings?

While the Durant money was in the stato
treasury from our district, the money was not
available for extra programs or new onee, The
recont bond issue was passed for bricks and
mortar, not programs, What about the need
for future programs and keeping our present
academic programs on par?

The scnior citizons that speak at board
meetings rarely seem to want any money
spent — on programa or physical plant
improvements. No one expects a di

the school board, I highly recommend him for
another term.
Jo Pogue
Farmington

COverage‘ stoked success

o n bchn]fuftbu Farmington Aren Arls
and the Artist-I

Comnmittee, [ would like to thank you very

much for tho wonderful press coverago of the

annual Artist-In-Residence program provided

by your newspaper,

We are very happy to havo honored Artist
Danguole S. Jurgutis as the Artist-In-Resi-
denco and Artist/Art Teacher Ellen Wallis and
Dance educator Virginia Lee Dickerman as

frenzy to result from the Durant refund, but
consideration should be given to investing the
money (and using the interest) to fund and
maintain programs,

Reading in the newspaper last week, I
found it interesting to noto that NONE of the
other recipients of the Durant money in Oak-
land County (including those that have had
recent bond issues) were giving refunds to
their residents. A refund will not even necea-
sarily go to the residents who paid the original
taxes.

The Board of Education needs to give
strong consideration to investing tho money
(at least part of it) and not automatically
refunding it to the taxpayers. We all should
continue to invest in the future of our chil-
dren.

Tina Jensen
Farmington Hills

Vote Webb: Insure future

s eldom in lifo are we fortunate to have
someone of Cathy Webb's persona; who is
a hands on person, and has helped build a
base of educationally minded people through-
out our combined communities.

Cathy is a very able administrator, as well
as a down-to-garth advocato; workmg with all
the child dless of the probl

the distinguished service to the arts recipi-
ents,

Thank you again for your involvement in
meking the Artist-In-Reeidence program such
a trcmenduua success.

Bea Ecagﬂonc, chnlrwomnn

Arti
Ar

Follow rules for safety

N ow that the Farmington Downtown Cen-
ter parking lot has been reconditioned and
restriped it may be time to roview the rules ea
governs the alternate striped black and white
pedestrian walkways, For the pedestrian, this
marked walkway is for your safety and your
help to the motoriats by concentrating the
walkers in one area rather than all over the
driving area. For tho motorist this means that
a pedestrian in the striped area has the right
of way. Cars muat stop.
Uhhmuon of the denoted crosswalks by the
to the pedestrian right
of ‘way by the motorist and obeyance of the no
parking, no standing signs along the raised
sidewalk should reduce the many near misses
that have been witnessed prior to the new
paint job,

‘Dick Carvell
Farmington

I ask you to help insure the Eduum onal
future of your children, your grandchildren,
ond your great grandchildren, Vote for Cathy
Webb on June 8 for re-election to the Farm-
ington school board,

“Jack (Uncle Jack) Curd
Farmington

said Camille Hines, who worked with Hilla
Assistant City Manager Stove Brock,

P've heard some people complain that the
district needs to move faster nnd more forcoA
fully into school-t ki
ships, job shadowing experiences, etc. These
programs, however, require certain processes
and aafeguarda to help ensure success.

This year’s trial run L\t mentnrshxps fea-
tured a valuable i

T PPN,

+ M

and had
to fill out some paperwork and get an on-site
visit by SiKora to cnsure a good environment
for the students. There were updates during
tho year, and thero was a worthwhile colcbru-
tion at the end.

While I heard that not overy mcntorah:p
was a success, this program's first voyage
seemed destined to succeed, thanks to the
hard work and zest of achool fulka{i committeo

tors b 0 an: 1

M Meark Machlay, whose mentor was Farm-
ington Hills Polico Chief Williata Dwyer,
talked about trying out the driving simulator,
shooting rango and spending timo in a squad

school officials in thanking those i 5
“Wo couldn't have done it wlthnul. our commu- { What was learned this year should help the
rﬁly," sho said. . thia fall, as it ds into all of

+ Part of tho colebrati d students to | Farmi; 's middle schools. ’
mpart aloud about their cxpemnce and what 1 wish tho program good luck. But the key
thay learned: to success will really be enthusiastic studenta

like Bethany.
1 hitjes muy foeroger I dsivning,
Dave Varga {s editor of the Farmington
Observer.

Inch recommended

ha F school board election will

aoon be hore. We all need to exercisé our
right to vote. I have beon a resident of Farm-
ington for thirty years and have known Jack
Inch for most of that time, He has made a sig-
nificant contribution in his many capacities on

are to be shared: We welcome your
Ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why we
offer this space on a weekly basls for opinions
in your own words, We will help by editing for
clarlty and brevity. To assure authenticity, we
ask that you sign your letter and provide a day-
time contact number. No
fetters will be published.

_The week prior to an election, this newspaper
will not publish letters that discuss new issues,

Yy

for rebuttal.
Issues wiil be accepted.

Lettars should be matied to: Editor, The Farmmn-
ington Observer, 33411 Grand River, Farming-
ton, Mi 48335; faxed to (248) 477-9722; or e-
mailed with your name, city.of residence and
phone number to dvarga@oe,homecomm.net

to alroady
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Our we puplish

in a fundamentally different way than our b;gger

lndependenl from the stories and

, we think about eammumlyjoumalhm
iti Tlu.‘y th to be

they cover, ping in to write the unusual or

g A esver something elze, Wr regard ourselves as both accurate
as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

- Plullp Power -

since test-minute attacks don't allow a chance .
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