The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, MAY 21, 1998

(FA18

LETTERS

Proud of Fest of the Arts

would like to personally thank the Farming-

ton Observer for so cagerly supporting our
great Festival of the Arts, Wo had excellent
coverago by your Observer & Eccentric News-
papers to the tuna of at least six arti-

graphic and fino arts. He helped with demon-
strations and painting sot-ups; at true friend,
honest and helpful.

‘We demonstrated for what scemed like 600
children, from the fourth grades. My booth
was also popular because 1 had 650 cartoons

cles plus various photos of the different partic-
ipating groups per weck. The arts reporter
Frank Provenzano also nided us greatly by hia
interest and dedication to the various arts,

Thoe Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, and
the Farmington Observer, in particular, are
the best local papera in the states; I've gone by
car all over so I know. The reasons that our
festival is so outstanding are: This event
includes something for overyone; the price is
right (it's free), and there is much support by
the various pnmcxpnt:ng organizations
involved.

Mutual mpernhon among the groups | xs
essential, and we are proud that we

d for these derful kids, which they
took homeo ae souvenirs. These darling chil-
dren also drew cartoons for me at my table; I
had them sign their names and will cherish
their talents forever.

A mpjor event was the ruundtnbln discus-
mon “Building Art from the G " This
and i ing panel isted of
pecple devoted to the arts; all were profession-
als who shared their ideas and input with all,

Paul Barber, musical arranger and conduc-
tor of the Farmington Community Band, did
the medley and musical finsle that was a
great climax to eight days of fabulous events
at the festival. There must have been 1,000

A

have it here in Farmington and Farmington
Hills. Thore aro a number of highlights and’
events that must be mentioned here; also
some prominent individuals.

'Tho only event for which thero was a very
minimat charge was Starry Night; the jazz
performance by the popular Matt Michaels
Trio, a talented and prestigious group of musi-
cians, who drew quite an impressive crowd,

‘Betty Monson, who has been running the
Ridgewriters group for 20 years, is herselfis a
fabulous writer and artist and has worked
very hard to make this literary organization
into a first-rate creator’s unit that is unsur-
passed by none. Most of the writers have been
published commercially; we have some won-
derful novelists and poete in the group. The

poetry and tary near tho paintings at

tho festival exhibit were written by Ridgewrit-
ers; as was the Poetry for Paintings booklet.

‘Sally Wood, a very talented and beautiful
ballerina, did her White Swan number. She's
been dancing and teaching for 26 years and is
nssociated with the Detroit Ballet and Betty
Johnston Studio.

‘The artistic demonstrators at the featival,
orgnmzed by Kathlecn Erngren, also a painter
and demonstrator,

:Jim Patterson demonstrated with us; Jim is
a renl friend and a tircless worker who is the
backbone of the Farmington Arts Club. He is
. the one who arranges the whole exhibit and

sets up the exhibit screens that hold the pic-
tures. Jim is a well-known commercial and
fine artist in his own right, locally. He is
always willing, ready and able to help ouL

. Gerard Pn.nynrd who is a newish

folks pi t; ts were enjoyed by
all preun&

Sally LePla-Perry, who coordinated the
events, wos very helpful to all and quite
aware of what han to be done at nll times; she
herself visited each individual booth to help
with input, ideas and worked at all the bootha
helping to display all our products and bul-
letina.

Marge Chellstorp, president of the Farm-
ington Arts Club, is a recognized and well
eatablished artist herself, and associated with
other art groups as well as our own.

As usual many unframed paintings were
sold. And, some framed ones also. The prize-
winners were outstanding. Photos were taken
of most of the art works and given to the
artista, The other photos are available to any
who want them,

1 am proud and happy to live in Farming-
tonHillsnndwbanannfﬁns grennmd

MEAP: It should be mandatory

hat a mess! Responding to complaints
w about last year's Michigan High School

Proficiency Test (remember, the one
with “novice” and “not yet novice” ratings for
those whao performed poorly), the Legislaturo and
the State Board of Education rushed to make
changes.

They shortened the test from 505 to 370 min-

utes. ’l'hey eliminated the pejorative rating
They even h d lho name of

the test to
gram High School Test (MEAP),

So what happened? A shockingly high number
of juniors in Michigan high schools skipped the
MEAP test when it was given last month,

In Livonia, 50 percent skipped; in Farmington,
only 18 percent took the test; in Birmingham, 80
percent ekipped; in Bloomfield Hills, nobody took
it. In Northville, where the boycott got a lot of
publicity, only 82 cut of a junior class of 310 took
thetest. -

The MEAP test is a key part of the effort to
reform Michigan schools. The idea is to set out -
what kids are supposed to learn and then test
them on it. Scores would not only help parents
and taxpayers decide which schools were doing a
good job, but they would also help employers fig-
uro out which job applicants were up to the job
and assist colleges and universities in making
admissions decisions,

PHILIP PO!

what know ding to atate .’
standards. But the State Board has no authority
to make laws; that's why it's a policy.”

Schools were put squarely in the middle, M
n:qmred to give the test but denied the hnmmer
to requiro kida to take it. !

_The flier put out by kida at Northville High
School was tellingly to tha point: “As of March 5
1998, there were no school or state requirements .
that state we must take this test to grnduata high
school. If the school board changes the require-
menta to make it mandatory for graduation after |
our testing, we will bo exempt; we cannot be pun-
ished in retrospect.”

Of course, the fundnmental reason there is no
law requi.ringnudem-! to uaha the test is becam
the Legi: is ly scared { inlly in

To have such a high of h
casts serious doubt on the entire school reform
movement,

In all this, there is plenty of blame to spread
around.

Start with the State Board of Education,
already badly eplit between moderates and radi-

cal right-wingers. In hindsight, it now seems clear

the board fooled around w:th the teattoo much

an election year) to require anybody to 'do any-
thing.

Some parents might wish to consider whether
it’s rank hypocrisy to argue, on the one hand, that
it’'s unfair to force their kids to take the MEAP
when it will have no effect on college admissions.
and, on the other, loudly to insist that local =t
school! be held accountable for the quality of uze H

ion they provide.

and too lnte, thereby conft
and

positive, ful and
ty .

Pprogi

Leon Schoichit
Farmington Hills

Opinlons are to be shared: We welcome your
ideas, as do your neighbors, That's why we
offer this space on 8 weekly basis for opinions
In your own words. We will help by editing for
space and clerity. We ask that you sign your
Iettor and provide a contact telephone number.
Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 33411 Grand River, Ferming-
ton Michigan 48335, Or they can be faxed to

(248) 477-9722. They may aiso be emalled to

net

ntthe Arts club, is very knowledgeable in

pelling reasons for studenta to take the MEAP
teat, when lots of juniors are already taking the
ACTs and SATs for college admissions.

Far worse, the State Board tolerated uncertain-

ty about whather taking tho MEAP test wes
required. In'the January 1998 issue of “MEAP
Update,” the board proclaimed, “high school stu-

h And the board failed to set out com-

The business community has much to answer
for in failing ta require MEAP test scores be part:
of every job application. The universities, too, ‘-
have been thnmg about poorhigh school prepa-:
ration for i t Michigan col-,
lege presidents, when asked by Gov John Englzr
to request MEAP scores on college admission  *
formas, declined.” :

B h is enough. Too much is at stake hereto

dents must take the high school
the current policy of opting out is only to be used
by parenta of students with disabilities and limit~
¢d English proficiency.”

But State Board spokesperson Deb Small then
conceded that “the law says you (tho schools)
must give the test, but there's no law that says
you (the studonts) have to take the test ... We
have a policy of encouraging all students to take
tho test because we believe it is the best way to

1ot the current round of finger-pointing goon
much longer The Legulntum lhnuld pasa -

ly o law pletion of the MEAP
test for gradunuon from Michigan high schools.

this
either by voice mail at (734) 953 2047, Ext. 1880
or by e-mail at ppower@oeonline.com

You’ll Find Today’s Nurse

1
l

Oakllmd UMWsﬁty Invites You to
- Explore Careers in Nursing

. From Florence Nightingale |
to You, the Look of Nursing
% has Changed. '

Tomorrow’s Nurse

Join us and

« In flight — air-lifted to emergency sites.

» In homes, schools, public health agencies,
and industrial health settings.

« In community-focused programs, taking care of
patients in need,

« In hospital emergency rooms, operating rooms,
and ICUs.

« In demand.

l’u numn-' \Ill(lull\ tpansfers. \‘.ml\l LN

« Will have many job opportunities.

« Will be ready for the 21st-century workplace
and society.

-« Will work in diverse community settings.

* Will make a difference.
Tomorrow’s Nurse Could Be You.

pmuumnu ot adiilt health concentrtion - alt ave m‘lwnw'

Whir want teesdin aomasier ol seicnie degree

« Fill but an application and financial aid materials.
* Review prior transfer credits with a counselor.
* Watch a presentation about OU’s nursing programs.

i nurking withran anesthiosia, ninse’

Qakland

UNIVERSITY

Please Call (248) 370-4071 to RSVP. Refreshments will be served.
Visit our Web site: http://www.nursing.oakland.edu




