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(This is another in @ scries of
articles by Ervin Monroe, princi-
pal flutist with the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra on the DSO's
Europcan tour, which has been
receiving rave reviews from the
European press.)

BY ERVIN ]&OHEOB
PRINCIPAL FLUTIST, DSO

Day 11, May 7: Today we arc
leaving our Mediterrancan port
on our way to Hamburg, the sec-
ond largest city in Germany
located on the Elba River somo
40 miles inland from the North
Sea, When we arrive at the air-
port there’s a light rain, but the
sun is alrendy shining when we
reach the hotel. We have had
amazingly beautiful weather on
this trip. Our hote! is situated
adjacent to the beautiful botani-
cal gardens of Hamburg and is
only a short distance from the
famous downtown shopping
area. There are also many lakes
and canals in the area, and one

large lake in the center of the’

city, Qur concert is nt the
Musikhalle, which is one of the
most charming places we will
play on our trip. The entira hall
resonntes with each chord.

Day 12, May 8: We have
another free day, and again the
sun shines upon us. Some of the
musicianas have gone to the har-
bor, where Hamburg’s port is cel-
cbrating its 809th anniversary!
Some tall ships have arrived
from the north and there's a car-
nival type atmosphere. Susan
and I decided to walk to city hall,
where we noticed a lot of people

Tuning up: Maestro Neeme Jarvi rehearses with the
D

gathering in the large square for
lunch. The Hamburgers were
purchasing their food from sev-
cral outdoor vendors and we
decided to “essen” with the
locals. Once we were in line, a
young German fellow suggested

that I try to the majesfilet
instead of a bratwurat. | was
expecting something quite differ-
ent than what I got ~ which was
2 huge plate of pickled herring!
We sat in the middle of the town
square and I jealoualy watched

Susan enjoy her bratwurst while
I pretended to be delighted with
my local delicacy.

Day 13, May 9: We are up
carly to have one more walk
through the beautiful gardens
before we must depart. Ramon
Parcells, principal trumpet, and
his wife, Marie-Paule, violin, of
Bloomficld, are also out on the
pathways cnjoying the flowers.
We are then grected by Kenneth
Thomkins, principal tromboni;
of Royal Oak, who was toking
some lnst minute pictures. All
too soon we were on the plane
headed for Luxembourg, a coun-
try and city about which we
know very little. In the plane
everyone is studying maps to
learn more about our destina-
tion. One musician asked about
the population and another
piped in that “it will increase by
10 percent when we arrive.” Lux-
emburg is at the tip of Belgium
and is bordered also by both
France and Germany. We arc
told that we can use nlmost any
currency to purchase items dur-
ing our brief stay. David Gold-
man, husband of Laurie Landers

1d violinist, of Birmi:
ham, decided to take o long stroll
before the concert and stopped
by a small shop to buy some
mineral water. “They willingly
took my German marks, but they
gave me change in Belgium
francs. What am 1 going to do
with theae?” The concert hall in
Luxembourg is relatively small
and sald out,

Day 14, May 10: Up in the
morning, and off to Frankfurt.

SRO’s ‘Crossing Delancey’ is charming

SRO Productions presents
Susan Sandler's "Crossing
Delancey,” 8 p.m. Friday-Satur-
day, 2 p.m. Sunday through May
31 at the City of Southfield’s his-
toric park, "The Burgh” on the
northeaat corner of Civie Center
Drive and Berg Road (one ‘block
east of Telegraph). Tickets $8 gen-
eral admission, $7 senior adults
and children age 12 and yolnger.
Call (248) 827-0701. N
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SRO's “Crosaing Dplnncéy' by
Susan Sandler aska the quea-
tion: Just how does a modern
young woman meot the man of
her dreams? There are, of course,
scores of posaibilities, unless you
have a lovable, old world Jawish
grandmother. This wise lady is
taking no chances - she calls the
matchmaker! And the fun
begins.

Director, Ves Spindler, has
fashioned & charmi A

comedy for SRO. The characters
are likable, their relationships
are authentic, their differences
in values deftly portrayed.

A few spoech stumbles and
pauses detracted from perfor-
mances at timea, And one extes-
sively long costume change
needs to be shortened to main-
tain the tempo and rhythm of
the show.

Robin DeMaagd as Isabelle
(Izzy) creates an interesting
character of a modern young
woman content with her life
working in a bookshop in Man-
hattan, though she is disconnect-
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1 medy: Robin Di

gd and Ross Gross-

man star in “Crossing Delancey.”

ed from her heritage and culture
of New York's lower East Side.
She's in no hurry to find Mr.
Right. In fact, she may have
alrendy met him in the form of
Tyler Moss, a writer. So, Izzy is
furious when she learns that her
Bubbie (an affectionate Yiddish
term for grandmn) wants to fix

her up with “a nice Jewish boy”
{Sam) from Delancey Street who
selis pickles.

Helen Weiss as Bubbie is the
quintessential cccentric grand-
mother (compete with four locks
on her door and a pouch under
her clothes for all her money).
Weiss tosses out Yiddish phrases
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and pearls of wisdom with
aplomb, On talky women, “Give
your moth a rest, it will thank
you.” On Izzy's job, “Books can't
make blintzes.” On grabbing a
man, “To catch the wild monkey,
you've got to climb the tree”

Janice Leadbitter sparkles as
Hannah the matchmaker - an
energetic, larger than life char-
acter, brash, opinionated, and
always ready to eat. Her colorful
outfits are delightful.

Doug Noel gives a nice reading
to his role of sam, a no nonsense
hardworking guy - yet sensitive
and intelligent. His advice,
“Sometimes you only need to
change your hot to change your
attitude turns out to be pivotal.

Ross Grossman as Tyler ere-
ates o good contrast to Sam,
Whereas, Sam is relinble, but
drab and uncool, Tyler is a hip,
take-charge guy, but pretentious
and manipulative, In short, it's a
choice between substance and
style.

When Tyler tries to use Izzy's
crush on him to hire her s a
low-pnid secretary, she tells him
to “Kush mir in tuchas.” Which
in a polite translation from Yid-
dish is “kiss my derriere.”

Incidentally, the program
includes a three page glossary of
Yiddish words and phrases so
you can enjoy the authentic fla-
vor of the play,

A somewhat cramped, but
well-detailed set provides four
acting areas on the relatively
small stage.
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By this time we have developed
a renl herd mentality. The con-
stant waiting in lines has ren-
dered us nlmost helpless, Bruce
Smith, violinist, of Farmington
Hills, confessed that he had fol-
lowed the crowd after receiving
his keys at the hotel, thinking
they were headed to the eleva-
tors. “I wasn't paying ottention,
and | suddenly realized that I
had followed a line of people into
the men's bathroom!” The con-
cert hall in Frankfurt is o
favorite with the musicinns, The
concert went very well and Mae-
stro Jirvi scemed quite pleased.
We are hitting a good stride as
we approach tomorrow’s cancert
in the bu)!ling city of Berlin.
Day 15, May 11: Germany is
in the midst of a major heat
wave. Record high temperatures
have greeted us ncarly every day
the past week. The big topic in
Berlin is laundry. Everyone is
discovering new ways to wash
their clothes in the hotel. Discus-
sions backstage reveal innova-
tive techniques. One musicion
said his wife threw the dirty
clothes in the shower while he
was bathing, and told him to
jump up and down on them.
“Just pretend they are wine
grapes,” she instructed. Another
was warning everyone not to
wash clothes with the hotel's
shower gel, which rendered her
husband so aromatic that he
drew attention wherever they
went. Lydia YofTe, the wife of our
librarian, Elkhonon Yoffe, of
Birmingham, was overheard jok-
ing in her charming Latvian

Pickled herring and a heat wave greet DSO in Germany -

nceent, “I told Hona I vas tired of
vashing undervear in the hotel.
From now on, vee vill just buy
new ones and throw old oncs”
away!” )

The concert hall in Berlin hus |
fabulous acoustics and the uudi-
ence is situated in many angular
groupings. Backstage this hall is
really something. There's plenty
of room for the musicians to
dress and warm up, and even n
well-stocked cafeteria. The table
tops in our dressing rooms are
covered in felt, to protect our
instruments. Our concert goes
well and the erowd loves our
third encore, The Stars and
Sripes Forever.

Day 16, May 12: A free day to
enjoy the exciting aights and
scenes of this reunificd city. -

Day 17, May 13: We are trav-
eling to Dusseldorf, but our can-
cert todny in in Cologne. This will
be o hard travel day. The luggnge
goes out at 8:30 AM and we
depart for the nirport shortly
before 11:00 AM. We must depart
punctually for the airport, in
order to avoid President Clin-
ton's motorcade. Our flight is
delayed, and we don't arrive at
the hotel in Dusseldorf until
after 2 p.m. The hall is directly
adjacent to the famous Cologne
Cathedral, which astounded ux
with its massive towers and
ornate workmanship. We play o
well-received concert of Ameri-
can music, and then board our
busex back to the hotel in Dus-
seldorf, where we wearily arrive
after 11 p.m. Stuttgart awaits us -
tomorrow.

‘Musictellers’ bring:
Grimm’s tale to life

The Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra's Tiny Tots Series will feature
Tales & Scales performing their
newest work “The Enchanted
Horn,” 10:15 o.m. and 11:45 a.m.
Snturday, May 23 at Mercy High
School in Farmington Hills. Tick-
ets are $10, call (313) 576-5111.
Tickets will also be available at
the door, 29300 11 Mile Road.

Based on a Grimm’'s Fairy
Tale, *The Enchanted Horn,” is
the story of a hardwdrking, but
innocent young man named
Jacques, who, because of his kind
henrt and generosity, is granted
two wishes that change his life.

He acquires the ability to have
all of his commands obeyed, and
o magic horn that has the power
to make people dance whenever
it is played. .

Throughout the story, Jacques
learns that hard work and prac-
tice arc the only things that
make wishes come true. The four
musicians in Tales & Scales —
Robert Caron, saxophone:
Christopher Balas, bass trom-
bone; Meldi Arkinstall, flute; and
Deborah Sunya Moore, percus-
sion, bring the story to life as
they became characters, objects
and dancers in a style of perfor-
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Guest Artists: Tales &
Scales will perform its
newest work, “The
Enchanted Horn.”

mance they term “musictelling.”

“The Enchanted Horn,” was
adapted for Tnles & Scales by
Wayne Anthoney with a musical
score by composer Mare Satter-
white. The picce was directed by
Gary Race.




