Yo -

EZ(NO)(EB-OF")

The Observer & Eccentric/THURSDAY, MAY 21, 1998

MOVEES;AND THEATER

Beatty and Redford ripen with age in new films--

I'm uot sure if
they're frionda,
but Warren
Beatty nnd
Robert Redford
certainly grew
up together.

Both started
out as young
romantic leads
in the early
19608 before
making Buccess-
ful leaps to
directing. If age
is cntchmg up with them {both
are in their early sixticp), it's
nothing a little soft lighting and
Vaeseline on the lens can't
atraighten cut.

- Their new movies, *Bulworth”

and “The Horse Whiaperer,” are
the works of men who have little
to prove but to themsolves. And
if both films grow a little tire-
some after a while, they are still
idiosyneratic studies of two
remarkable mon even more fas-
cinating than the ones who
shaped them.

Beatty’s Bulworth is o Califor-
nia senator so sickened by his
own slick image that he puts out
a hit on himself. Overcome by his
what-have-I-got-to-lose freedom,
he tossea out his carefully pre-
pared campaign speechea about
the challenges of the millennium

and launches into a straightfor-’

wurd, inflammatory rant about
everything from insurance com:
panies to welfare moma.

When overyone assumes that
this is just an unorthodox cam-
paign strategy, the sonator ia on
a toll. Soon he's donning rapper
clothes, delivering speeches in
rhyme, and hanging with a
young black activist (Halle
Berry),

‘The only problem: he can't get
hold of the guy who has the con-
tract on him,

For a movie that longs to deliv-
er an intelligent dialogue about
the nature of American saciety
and politics, Beatty serves up a
bunch of stereotypical depictions
that make you wonder how much
contact he has with the real
world.

A card.carrying Domocrat,
Beatty has been allied with

political candidates from Robert
Kennedy to Gary Hart. His out-
spoken real-life disappointment
with President Clinton (why is
he so concorned with his popu-
larity whon he doesn't have to
worry about re-election?) is ref-
erenced in Bulworth, the rare
politician who tells it like it is.

And by playing the clown in
floppy jogging suit, stocking cap
and sunglasses, he sometimes
gets his point across.

Horse Whisperer

Robert Redford has a different
agenda. According to the Sun-
dance Kid, we should all get
away from the big bad eity and.
breathe some of that clean Mon-
tana air. It's here that his Tom
Booker raises cattle and devel-

ops his rep as & “horse

;
Romantic drama: Kristen Scott Thomas stars with

Robert Redford in “The Horse Whisperer.” et

backdrop, a8 man and horse
learn to trust each other. Of
course, “The Horse Whisperer” is
not only about horses as both
mother and daughter undergo
their own spiritual transforma-
tion in hia capable hands.

He won't be rushed. “Pilgrim
will let me know when ho's
roady,” Booker says when
pressed about time. You got the
feeling Redford had the snme
philesophy about his movie.

At nearly three hours long,
“The Horae Whisperer® can be
somothing of a melodramatic
trial (docs any other movie have
more hugs?) Fortunntely, this
horse opera is populated by a
stable of capable performers
including Thomas' Oscar-worthy
turn as the impatient mother
and Dianc Wiest as o no-non-
sense ranch wife.

Redford still isn’t much of an .
actor, but he has a calming pres-
ence in the movie that fow actors
could duplicate. This u,,,u‘,
reminder of what ho does beg
recalling the family trogedy t!
lnunched his directorial debu
“Ordinary People” and the caw.,
boy outdoorsman porsona that,
kept him popular throughout '.he
Reagan era.

With “The Horse W}nsperer"
he has delivered a literate, Inwl-
hgent drama that is the first
movie since *“Titanic™ that o

ut.

. whole family ean equally enjoy..

John Monaghan welcomes,
your calls and comments. You,
can listen to him at 6:50 a.m.
day on WYUR Rudm, AM 1310
To leave John a voice mail m-u~
sage, dial (734) 953-2047 onla
touch-tone phone, mailbox 1860,
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Muslcal: Susan Paree (from left) as Marsinah, Doug Clark as The Caliph, Stephen....
Worley as The Wazir, Diana Geralt as Lalume and Mare Meyers as The Poet!{ Hajj in-

Stagecrafters’ ‘Kismet?

excellent season finale

playing 66 voles in nearly 100
stunning costumes. The singing
— individual an blo - is

among the best wo've heard in
almost 20 years of attending the
group's productions.

Now “Kismet” isn't for overy-
one. It's uncompromisingly corny
in plot, with the predictable
lending couple, mistaken identi-
ties and other silly goings-on.

Many of the songs make you
reach for the fast-forward but.
ton, until you remember that it's
live and you loft the remote at
home, Be forewarned, as well,
that “Kismet” is more Gilbert &
Sullivan than Rodgers & Ham-
merstein, more “Mikado™ than
“Mome.”

If you can get pnnt. that, this
may bo one of the nrona mont
thentor

productions of the senson,

Mare Moyera of Lathrup Vil-
lage portrays Hajj, a poet trying
to sell rhymes in 14th century
Baghdad, He's a rogue, a
scoundrel, & liar, Think Zero
Mostel in “Forum.” He's also a
terrifically confident and engag-
ing sauger wilhh perscnality o
spare, although no one elae on
stage needs any more. Through a
series of improbable circum-
stances, ho rises to the rank of

whisperer,” a man who literally
O B S E RV OER can talk to the animals.
When a high-powered maga-
. zine eoditor (“The English
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Emir, and uees a few of his ill-
gotten gold pieces-to buy a bevy
of slave girla. So what's so
improbable about that?

Susan Parec plays his daugh-
ter, Marainah, and is a golden
find, indeed. Her rndnmt sopEn-
no elovatos the =
another level. Perhaps inspire
by his lending Indy is Docg
Clark as the Caliph, Clarkna
Stagecrafters regular and alwhyi
reliable, haa never sounded I
ter, especinlly in his solo, Nlﬂ\ﬂ
of My Nighta”

Stephen Worley prnvurvr
ample comic rolief as the Wanir
of police, an Arabian Colomch
Klink. Diana Geralt of BevaRy
Hills is hia luety and lustifig:
wife; she has lots of cumpetmon»
up there for our attention, but.
hor joyous singing and acting!
won't let her be upstaged for a’
moment. The supporting cast:
does so wonderfully and consi
tently, from the lowliest beggar.
to the jiggliest bolly dancer. ‘

Director Betay Todd, musical
director Priscilla Benson and
choreographer Barbara K.
Vorves have crafted one fine
finale to the group's senson, fea-
turing scnsational sets, excellent
lighting and thoae one hundred
costumes.




