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For his sophomore effort
“Earthbound,” singer/songwriter '
Billy Mnnn really went back to
his roo

“1 rccordcd the album with my
junlor high school band. Serious-
ly, wo played the ‘battie of the
band' contests and cverything®
Mann said with a laugh.

“It was & much more organic
way to make a rocord, It just
gelled go well, I went in the stu-
dio with all the guys I grew up
with, It sort of had a feeling of a
reunion. There was that sort of
giddy excitement looking around
the room and playing together”

Produced by David Kershen-
baum (Tracy Chapman, Cat
Stevens, Joo Jackson), “Earth.
bound” also fenturca the piano
and backgreund vocals of Carole
King on threo tracks including
“What Have I Got To Loae,”
whtich she co-wrote with Mann,

“Fo hovo somcons like Carole
believe in you, it's pretty hum-
blidg. She's such a legend that it
t38K a little while for me to get
té’know her as a person seporate
amt apart from the songwriter

X nng) the artist, She'a an amazing

person. With all the songs that
she's written, she's as genuine
and as wonderful as you can
imakine,” he said.

Lbtading up to the recording
wasn't such a carofree road for
Mann. Shortly after making his
self-titled debut in 1995, his
fmncee was dingnosed with can-

Here's a quick
lesson in televi-
sion vernacular.
Backstage Pass
is a "live” show
to the extent
that it's not
post-produced —

.it's not a bunch
of pieces edited
together. But
when you watch
the-big show nt
home, you're
watching a tape
hemx broadeast by the station.
You scc, in a'great phrase that
should be added to George Car-
lin’s list of oxymorens, we go
“live to tape.” Lots of taik/variety
showa do it. When you watch
Leno or Letterman at 11:30, it
was recorded live to tape earlier
in the day, nt around 6:30.

The benefit of going live to
tape is that the people on the
studio floor got a sense of the
shaw'’s continuity. If you don't
make any mistakes, you run
through the show in real time,
just like it airs. When it's click-
ing, the venerable Detroit Public
Television studio is crackling
with energy.

 Of course, we do sometimes
make mistakes. And when you
goFlive to tape,” mistakes con
cost you a lot of time. Here's
why: aince you're not going to
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Two sh Singer/

iter Billy Mann will per-

form songs off his forthcoming album, “Earthbound,”

at two Pontiac shows.

cer. Within weeks they were
married and within a year he
was a widower in his 20a.

As a result, “Earthbound” is
much deeper than Mann's self-
titled debut which featured tho
hit “Killed By a Flower.”

“A Jot can happen to a person
in four years,” Mann aaid quietly.
“Earthbound,” which hits stores
Tuesday, June 2, fentures the
songs “How Do I Say Goodbye,”
“Make God Laugh,” *“Numb
Heart,” and the upbeat single
“Beat Myself Up.” The bi-polar
album successfully wavers
between light-hearted and soul-

edit the show later, you have to
find a point before the mistake
at which you can start up again
- a “pick up point.” Sounds casy,
g0 a sentence or two before the
goof and start fresh from there.

Not g0, For technical reasons
of which I attempt to remain
blissfully ignorant, you need a
cut (a straight image-to-image
transition), not a fade or dis-
solve. Preferably, there's a silent
moment, what they call *clean
audio” And video tape takes two
seconds to get up to full running
speed. So you need to a spot that
meets all the aforementioned cri-
terin, back the tape up by two
seconds, roll the tope, then time
your "pick up” to hit that mark
exactly as it rolls by on the tape.
Good luck.

Since 8o few moments in a
show meet all those require-
ments, if we make a mistake in
the first third of a show, we just
start over. And it so happens
that the most difficult part of the
show is the first five minutes.
First we roll the pre-produced
open (the one with me walking
backstage at area venues). The
music that trails out of the open
brings you into the studio, where
a camera attached to a crane
makes a difficult sweeping move,
during which there are three
light cues. The end of the music
is my cue to tell you what's com-
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bearing songs.

“Where Aro the Happy People™
was written with Dominic Miller,
Sting's guitar player who wrote
“Shape of My Heart” with Sting.

“I wrote that in France. Miles
Copeland has a retreat at his
castle for songwriters. He picked
these certain writers to go and
write songs,” Mann explained.

“Dominic waa there. I was ls-
tening to a lot of Jim Croce, I
had his collection there with me,
80 ‘Where Are the Happy People’
storted with that and 1 just
began rarnbllng these comedic,
cynical Yyrics.”

ing up on the show. Then our
musical guest plays live music
under a tape which acknowl-
cdges our underwriters while I
switch places on the set, usually
joined by our first segment host.
When the tape ends, we chat
about the first event we're cover-
ing while the band aneaks off the
set so they can chill in the green
room until their full perfor-
mance.

So odds are that if we're going
to goof, it's going to happen early,
and we're going to start over
from the very beglrmmg. ‘Which
means we're going to do the
toughest, most mistake-prone
portion of the taping again. It
con be a little nerve-wracking.
‘We all love our opening music,
but it's suffered from an unfortu-
nate conditioned-response: we
associate it with the tension of
having to start over from the top.
Sometimes repeatedly. On a
really, really bad day, you might
hear that opening song six times.

Choose your all-time favorite
song. Now play it over and over
every time you mnkn a mistake.
Every time you’re a wee bit
tense. It may still be your

“Thia ia really the record I
wanted to make, Nothing to me
is more precioua than the other,”
he explained when asked to
name his favorite song.

“They all really ropresent a
genuine though, a complete jour-
nal entry”

Mann will preview the record
for fana on Friday when he opens
for Vonda Sheperd, who will per-
form songs from the television
show “Ally McBeal,” at Clutch
Cargo's in Pontinc. He returns in
July to perform as part of radio
station CIDR's “Riverfest” ot the
Phoenix Plaza in Pontiac.

“I'm looking forward to coming.
I've never heard any of Vonda
Shepcrdu music. But I've gotten
Bome nmnzinz letters from some
people in Detroit. It's humbling. 1
have read some of the letters and
I realized there’s so many amaz-
ing people out there.”

Some of whom are his family.
His father and mother were born
in Detroit but moved to Philadel-
phia, where Mann was raised.
He expects some distant cousins
to attend the Clutch Cargo's
show.

“I've never brought a full band
to Detroit,” Mann said cheerily.
“It’s been really very exciting.
It’s also just musically intercat.
ing to go out and play with great
musicians and guys I grew up
with. I'm very lucky to be in this
position.”

Billy Mann along with Willy

‘Live to tape’ has some tense moments

favorite sang, but pretty soon it'll
give you an ulcer. Pavlov’s ring-
ing the bell, but instead of food,
he's swatting us with a rolled-up
newspaper. So by the third or
fourth time we hear our show's
opening music, we're wincing.

Luckily, we often run through
the show in real time, no mis-
takes. And we've got a great one
this week: Marsha Miro gives us
n sneak peek of new construction
that will double the size of the
Cranbrook Institute of Science
{it doesn't open to the public
until June 13). Blair Anderson
will host a performance from
“Joe Turner's Come and Gone,”
currently playing at the Plow-
shares Theatre. And we'll get
music from Billy Mann and the
Dirty Dozen (formerly The Dirty
Dozen Brass Band), renowned
worldwide for revitalizing the
once-dormant New Orleans
brass band tradition with a
funky new musical vision.

That's all on Backstage Pass,
tonight at midnight, repeated

tomarrow night at 7:30 p.m. on

Detroit Public Television.
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Porter open for Vonda Sheperd,
who will perform songa from the
television show “Ally McBeal,” at
7 p.m. Friday, May 22, at Clutch
Cargo's, 65 E. Huron, Pontiac.
Tickets are $10 in advance for
the 18 and older show. Call (248)
333-2362 or visit http:l ! www.
98Imelt.com for more informa-
tion,

Mann will also perform as part
of radio station CIDR's “River-
feat” with the Brian Sctzer
Orchestra, Big Rude Jake, Agents
of Good Roots, Patty Griffin,
Steve Poltz, Stewart Francke and
Jill Jack at noon Saturday, July
11, at the Phoenix Plaza
Amphitheater in Pontiac Tickets
are §21.50 in advance for the all-
ages show. For more information,
call (248) 335-4850 or vimit
http:/ fwww 961melt.com

@ Mike Dirnt of Green Day is
another musician who's looking
forward to coming to Detroit.

1 just like the town. It's indus-
trial, ¥ like things like that. The
big iron fist, that's really cool. It
says, ‘Hey (mess) up here, we're
gonna hit ya,” Dirnt said forging
an Italinn accent.

Green Day is coming to the
Detreit area to play a secret
show in a small club for listencrs
of WXDG (“The Edge”).

‘The band chose the city
“because Detroit’s so cool. Not
every show (on the tour) is like
that. There's only one small show

COMING ATTRACTIONS

'STREET SCENE

Carole ng helps Bllly Mann get ‘Earthbound’ airborne -

on the tour, really. Usunlly we're
playing places that hold about™
1,500 to 2,000 people.”

“We tried to play a small show_
in Corpus Christi (Texas) and it3
didn't turn out that way,” thes
bass player said. Swarms of fana3
found out where the band's gig*
was scheduled and tried to get:

in,

Nnvorthelen, club shows, hu.
said, are fun to do,

“lv,u good to stir up the ;nup
cvery once in awhile. We'll mix it
up.

Auxda from Dirnt, singer/gui-
tarist Billy Joe Armatrong and:
drummer Tre Cool, Green Day is*
bringing along the No Doubt
horn section.

“We thought we'd try it out:-
For the first half we had two
guys from the Voodoo Glow
Skulls and it worked out well.5 :
We're just trying to keep it mv.er-
esting for ourselves.”

The band recently spiced up'
its single “Brain Stew" for the !
*“Godzilla” soundtrack which was :
released this week. Along with a |
little remixing, it features the |
vocala of the ginnt reptile itself |

“We tried to do somcthing |
ecrie. Do you like that gulmr'
part at the end? I made thcm-
putitin”

He wouldn’t say who plnyed !
naid g\umr part except for "some |

To try to win tickots to tha‘
Green Day ahow e-mail “Tho'
Edge” at studio@radioedge.com

to open Friday, May 22
“FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS®
Expioslve pop culture comedy based on
Humer S. Thompson's 1974 cult book
hat chronicied tha writer's drink-and-
drug fueted rood teip to caver o MOtorcy-
clo race. Stars Johnay Depp, Cameion
Diaz.

Scheduled 10 open Wednesday, May 27
*1 QOT THE HOOK-UP~

Comedy about two stroct entrepreneurs
wha are runaing & shopping center out
of their van, When they stat dealing in
boatleg cell phones they find them-
selves scrembling 1o stay ahead of
unhappy customers and the FBI.
Schedvlod to open Friday, May 28
“HOPE FLOATS"

When a woman's picture perfect life
comes crashing down around her, she
16turns home to start aver. These her
life becomes even move camplicated,
but she finds the strength to reclaim her
life and rediscovers something she had
almost glven up 0n, hope. Stars Sandra
Bullock, Horry Connick, Jr.

“ALMOST HEROTS®

Rollicking comedy obout two explocees
who lead a band of hopeless and clue-
Iess misadventures In a race to beat

© *BEYOMD SRENCK™

Lewis & Clark across the uncharted
American West, Stars Chris Fasiey and
Matthew Guest.
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Movie set in a amall German town
chronicies the life of & young gil roised
by dea! parents.

~MHIT STILLMAIS TR LAST DAYS GF

Msco

Set In the late 1970s this romoantic
comedy centers aound A youthtul
group, living, working, end playing In ¢
New York City. Sters Mac Kenzie Astin,
Haote Beckinsale, David Conrad.

“WinLoE*
Exclusively st the Landmark Mata
Theatre, A biography of the legendary
irish wit Oscar Wilde, Stars Stephen
Fry, Jude Law, Vanesss Recgrove.

1o open June 3

'
Action thriller about 8n ex-con forced ta +
team with 8 smaltime hood tu finds  ©

missing gangstier ond Mis loot, Stars
Brendan Gleeson, Poter McOonald.

10 open Friday, June §
“A PERFECT MURDER™
A wedlthy and powerful man hires somo-
ona to murder his unfaithhid wite. Stars
Michoel Dougias. Gwyneth Pattrow.
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