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Putting you In touch
with your world

Memorial
Day
Parade
rolis
down Grand River start-
ing at 10 a.m. May 25.

In memory: Don't forget:
your trash pickup is
delayed-a day this week,
while city, court and most
public offices are closed
today for the holtday

Prom night: Both Farmzng-
ton and North high
schools are holding their
senior proms 7 p.m. May
26.

Blood drive: The merican

Red Cross takes dona-
tions from 3-9 p.m. May
27 at Detroit First
Church of the Nazarene,
21260 Haggerty.
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Assistant principal
punched by pupil-
during FHS bust

A Fnrmington High Suhool sopho-

1998 Yom.

Hills waits for signal on traffic

Instead of a looking at a map, resi-
dents who want to know where the
rond leads in terms of relieving traffic
congestion need only look at thclr cal-
endar.

At 7 p.m. Wednesday, Farmington
Hills Department of Public Services
will host a public information meeting
on the vecent mebility study. Tho scs-
sion is in city council chambers on 11
Mile and Orchard Lake and ia open to

Two-thirds of Farmington Hills residents sur-
veyed say traffic congestion is a serious prob-
lem. That survey an on ideas for fix-

are
ing things in Farmington gﬂls will be the
focus of a public forum Wednesday.

the public.

Representatives from the Metro
Transportation Group, the Chicago-
based firm that helped put together tho
Farmington Hills Mobility Study, will
be there to explain their findings.

Turnout for the meoting may reflect
the community's concern. In the
study’s survey, nearly two-thlrds of all

Hills.

“It's on the minds of the people,” said
Tom Biunsell, public services director.

During the estimated two-hour meet-
ing, residents will be preacnted the

y of d ways to imp
traffic flow.

“The idea is to make a prescntation
to the community and then mako the
determination, ‘Docs it make scnse?™
Biasell said.

Rather than calling for

millien, which doesn’t include the price
for obtaining right-of-ways.

Not surprisingly, the Orchard
Lake/12 Mile intersection tops the liat,
not only in torms of curses uttered
under motorists’ breaths, but the need
for tweaking.

- To fix Otchnrd Lake/12 Mile would
cost $500,000 to $600,000 and involve
adding dunl north and southbound
lanes, adding a \yesthound right turn

road widening — which can run $3-$4
mllhun 2 mile - wcummnndutmnx focus
|

Jane and g an existing south-
bound right turn lane to shared
through and turn | lane. .

mspnndenu rated traffic as
o serious or very serious problem in the

on | at troubl Other i ded for
dome i Costa for intersec- {mprovements include: Orchard
tion imp i d ot $6

Please sec TRAFFIC, A2

School’s out for seniors

Kassa, Nikki Lambert, Kathie Co

Klck up your heels: Melissa Moss, center; and Marci Brown, right, keep the hakey-sak going at
Heritage Park Thursday. Alsoplazymg are, from left, Sheila LaHousse, Jill Turner, Mark

lins and David Zorn. North Farmington seniors from the
Class of '98 celebrated their last day of school with some friends from the Class of ‘97 on a
sunny, warm afternoon at the park Thursday.

Murder
victim
shunned
violence

“Little by little, the brother of a Farm-
ington Hills murdcr vietim is getting
more information about events that led
to his sihling’s death

All he knows is his brother, Mikhail
Ellis, 32, whose body was found n week
after hc was brutally atabbed more
than 40 times, had been friends with
James Summerville.

Summerville is awaiting extradition
here where ho's expected to be
arraigned in the murder. A warrant
had been issued for his arrest in the
case when Minneapolis police arrested
Summerville on May 14 a8 he was driv-
ing the victim's jeep.

Summerville, 28, could return and be
formally charged some time this week,
Farmington Hills police say.

“It’s liko putting pieces of a puzzle
together with the information I'm get-
ting from people who knew him,” said
Keith Hicks, Mikhail's brother. “They
met in 1992 and had been good friends
for aix or seven years.”

Ellis, who changed his name after a
fallout with his father, shared an

Please sce VICTIM, A2

|| District takes a pitch on library millage

the Far i’ i Hills

The Far Board of Edi

is n}?w at the other end of 8 money
pl

During Tucsday's regular meeting,
board membera listened to a presenta-
tion by Farmington Community
Library officinls asking for their sup-
port for the mnllngu propoaal going to
the voters Aug, 4. The board likely will
adopt o resolution supporting the mil-

. lago at an upeommg meeting.

and

branches, the m|l|ugu would enable for
the upgrading of technology — one of
the areas the district included in its
September 1997 hond issue proposal.

The library millage would be
increased by six-tenths of o mill over
16 years. - That translotes to 60 centa
per $1,000 of & property’s state equal-
ized valuation, half of market value, or
inflation-capped taxable value,

“As we enter into the 21st century,”

Jaske to brlng board

more P out an princi
pal about 10:30 a.m. Tucaday dunng an
mmmgntmn about suspected marijua-

it said Scott Hi
dnmchve for Farmington Public Safety
and interim high school polico liaison
officer,

According to Herrmann, who said he
saw somo of the incident, the 16-year.
old student tried to run out of tho office
after being asked to empty hia pockets,

The student then took a swing at Bob
Crawford, recontly promoted to FHS
assistant principal. Hcrrmnnn said

d's glnasea wero knocked off his
face and wero broken,

After the student was taken into cus-
tody at the Farmington Public Safety
Dopartment, a plastic bag containing
2.4 grams of marijuana fell out of his
pants, Herrmann said.

But after the student was reloased to
his father, he jumped out of the car and
was "on the loose,” Herrmann said.

The student could face charges for
possession of marijuana, aesault and
battery and malicious destruction of

property over $100, Herrmann snid. Ho
nddcd that the case waa turned over to
tho Oakland County Probate Depart-
ment,

the voice of parents to tho
forefront to & t the

bringing a PTA staple to the board -

needs of children in a continuing mis-
sion for Melody Jaske,

For a number of years, Jaske par-
layed a lendership role with tho PTA to
work toward that goal. And now, she is
trying to win clection to the Farming-
ton Board of Education ~ a place whero
more poople ¢can hear what she has to
Bay.

Juake ia among five candidates vying
for two four-year terms on the school
board in the Monday, Juno 8, election.

"l de:ldcd to run because I've been

lved in tho ity, I've been

taking i out to the people, at
uhooln around the district. Road meet-
ings, Jaske said, would improve com-
munication between parcnta and dis-
trict officials,

-“I'd like to bring more openness to
the board,” Jaske said. “By taking
school board meetings into the schools,
maybo onco a month ... In that setting,
pumnu seem to talk more,

‘At PTA meetings, parents say what
they’re feeling, what they're thinking,
But it never gets up to the school board
level. They don't go to the school bonrd

mvnlvcd in my daughter’s school (Fian-
ders Elementary) through the PTA and
1 thought I could just make a differ-
ence.”

One way sho proposes to do that is by

said Library Board President Robert
Plummer, “we must improve our
infrastructure for technol We have

an,” Papai said. “It's one of the arcas
you' ve chosen to emphaaize and I
laud you for that. And the library

30,000 log-ons, or ‘hits,’ per month and
we're continuing to grow,

The strong link betwccn Farmington
Community Library and the scheol dis-
trict waa emphasized by Plummer and
Boverly Papai, director of the library.

“Foarmington Public Schoals is one of
the fow (districts) in the state in which
every school has a professional librari-

to people

Jaske said the district has a good
special education program. But she
noted that families with special needs
children sometimes don’t have ade-
quate input into divecting the educa-
tional and developmental path of their
youngsters.

*Each apccml education casc is very
individual,” Jaske explained. “I'm
familiar with a family (which has) a
special ed child. If the parents go out
and do their research on special ed ser-
vices for their child, then the district
ought to listen and not just say, ‘This ia
what we hnvo

and voico their

Along with sparking more opportuni-
ty for two-way discussion, Jaske said
school officinls must try to change a
perception with somo people that they
aren't open-minded enough.

, fostering t talk is
only one of Jnskas goals. She also has
some strong apxmena about everything
from promoting enrichment classcs to
finances to opposing high school stu-

Ploaso sco JASKE, Ad

serves an ancillary role to public educa-
tion ... young chxldren come to us
before they come to you."

Papai snid the library and school dis-
trict have a lot in common ~ the educa-
tional success of children, which is
heavily influenced by being able to

Please sco LIBRARY, A2

CANIIDATE PROFILE
M Name: Melody Jaske

& Family: Married;

doughter, Ablgait, 9,

who attends Flanders

Elementary School.

| Occupation: Part-
time sales assistant for SCS Detyoit
and editor of a monthly newslotter
at First United Mothodist Church.

@ Education: Currently pursuing legal
program ot Oakland Community
College.

» Treasuret, F
PTA Councl; Flanders PTA leglsta-
tive chalrperson; member,
Farmington Familles In Action; Glsl
Scout troop leader; director of after-
school program at First United
Methodist Church; Odyssoy of the
Mind coach; driver for Moals on
Wheels program.

Timely talk on ‘Youth Violence’

Ken Korto said he couldn’t sleep Thursday night
after hearing about the 16-yenr-old who shot his
classmates, killing one, and killed his parcents in
Oregon.

Korte has been g for weoks to i
punel discussion at sz United Methodist Ch\m:h

‘8 63174 10005 4

in Fi Tho event will be cnlled “Family
Forum: th Violence - Warning Signs & Preven-.
tion,” wid iUy Bum 71:30-€ paa. Th ¢, lay 23, at
the church.

Simitar school shootings in Jonesbore, Ark. in
March, and Edinboro, Pa. in April, prompted plans
for the town hall-style discussion.

But hearing about last weok's incident, Korte

FARMINGTON FOCUS

said: “It was just spooky.”

Korte, who is FFUMC Council on Ministrics mem-
ber and chair of the event, will ba the modorator,
Panclists will be Farmington Hills police Chisf
Willinm Durres, Dr, Willinm Rowall of the Psycho-
logical Inatitute of Michigan, Executive Director
Maryjano Peck of the Boys & Girls Republic, and
the Rev, William A. Wylie-Kellermann, a professor
at Whitaker School of Theology in Detroit.

Audionce participation and q i will be

encouraged. The church is on Grand River at Wermn-
er in downtown Farmington

History rolls by

If you remember the Interurban Trolley Line that
once ran through Farmington, West Bloomficld,
Livonin and Northville and have picturea or storica
about it, Brian Golden wants to talk to you.

Golden, vice president of the Farmington Histori-
cal Seeioty, "~ ~athering information for a book and
lecture about the trolloy in the Farmington Junction
aren. Ho hopes to share the charm and fascination
of the days of the trolley, which rolled until 1928.
Call him at (248) 701-8112 or write to P.O. Box 551,
Far Mich. 48332-05561.
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