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e Eyorybody has a
’ﬁ Webpage these

doys.
It's almost a

status  symbol
with some people.
And every compa-
ny, big and small,
now scemingly
has an online
presence, But a
whole lat the sites

MIKE
WENDLAND
-

scll-serving
puffery.
_ Have you noticed?

So ... wanna have some fun with
those who take their Web sites
] ‘much too seriously?

A veader nomed Linda Burns

and play o harmless onlinc prank.
{ . Itinvolves a site that turns any
1 Webpage into a Vailoy Girl spoof.

1 . When you go to the Valley Girl

{ site, it will have a box that says,
] “enter the URL here.”

3 sddress of some site you're famil-
jar with, like, say, your employer's
if you want to get some offico gig-
gles going. Or, if you want, try
? www.pcmiko.com, aa Linda did.

] '~ 'Then watch what happens. This
page changes it to a site filled with
Valldy Girl-iams. When my site
1 was processed through the Valley
1 Girl translator, it changed from
3 *the online home of High Tech
Reporter Mike Wendland® to “the
4 on-dweebnet home of High Tech

are nothing but

sent along n great way to have fun

Type in the URL, or Internct

Stud Puppy Wendland.”
Hmmm,

Try it with your own site, youll
sce what I mean. Don't worry, it's
just temporary. It docsn’t really
change anything on the server. It
Jjust looks like it does.

You can cven e-mail a copy of
the sito off to friends.

Firat, go to the valley girl-type
site. The address is: www.80s,
com/Entertainment/Val-
1oyURL/, Then, type in any URL
you choose. .

“I typed in some roal stuffy
ones,” says Linda, "and suddenly
those stufiy sites becomo very
humorous. You'll have to try it to
nppreciate how funny it is.”

Other fun sites

Here are some other fun sites
readors, radio lipteners and
viowers sent along this week:

* Coupon savings ~ (www.
supermarketa, com) - This {a a
great way to save at the super-
market, Just like the coupona you
get at the newspaper, theso online
versions can bo printed out and
then clipped. The version I
checked had $35 in coupon sav-

Besides nati

Some take Web sites too s

come back to many times. It's
intained by the National Press

eriously

Microsoft
d ight now, this site is a

Photographers Associntion and,
beaides their often stunning pie-
tures and stories, they share
insighta and feclingy in diary-form
as they carry out their projects.

* Online bookmarks
~(httpW/ibookmarks, com) - If
you use a lot of different comput-
ors and aro always misplacing
bookmarks, then bookmark this
site and forget about the others.
‘This site lets you sct up and keep
all your favorito Net bookmarks as
a filo on their server.

You can organize, categorize
and file them by tho hundreds if
you want and then, use this as
your home page when you ge
online. No matter what computer
you use, you've always got all your
bookmarks, Best of all, it's free.

 CyberFairs — (www.gsn.ol
cicbwinners8.html) - This site

is run by the Global Schoolnet

Foundation and you'll be absolute-
1y amnzed at how kids and schools
are using the World Wide Web,
Playing off the traditional scicnce
fair, Globnl Schoolnet hold &
cyberfair for schools around the
world. Thoy !.nndu up Webpages

ings for evary‘dny prndujcu.
ust

type in your zipcodo and you'l get
a list of local supermarkets offer-
ing even more savings,

*  Online' storles - (
hitpJiwww.digitalstoryteller.c
om/YITL) - If you're into phote-
journalism, this ia a site you'll

COWboy from page B4

and service uses for
the Net. This sito displays the

winners.
« Thesis and term paper tem-

plates . -
dlm:'hnncemenwwdtheduap)
- Tho government may be mad at

ngi
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By the way, it might interest
you to know how the father of
standard deviation Abraham de

godsend. Moivre started an experiment that it's not hard to find

Theso Microaoft Word 97  that eventually Ied to the caleuln-  deviation's shortcomings. A fumth™-
¢ plates save tion of dard deviation, This operating in a stable sector can .
time by providing widely accepted jon is p d in the havea low deviation for
formats for title pages, bibliogra-  accompanying yoars, However, if that sector’s - '}
phies, nbstracts, and other kinda ‘Since 1070, Standard & Poor's conditions suddenly tank, the
of aupporting pages necessary in 500 index has recorded a 6 fund can follow, That happencd in
formal ncademic writing. devintion of 16.9, meaning that 95 1994, when intercst rates leveled

So, if you or the student in your percent of the time, its annual and low-risk mortgage funds col-

family would rather concentrate
on developing ideas stressing
out about the mechanica of pre-

return should fall within two
times tho standard deviation of
16.3 percent above dnd below the

sentation, be sure to advan-  mean annual return of 14.2 per-
tago of this free download. cent, or from -18.4 percent to 46.8

e DOJ va Microsoft ~- percent. Put differently, assuming
(http:iwww. /i a normal distribution of S&P
cases3/micros/1763.htm) - On  results, in about five years per
the other hand, if you stay awako  century the annual return should

nighta worrying about the evil
Microsoft empire, this site will add
fuel to your fears. It contains the
complete 52-page text of the
Department of Justice i

be more than 46.8 percent or be
less than -18.4 pereent. Of course,
past performance ia not a guaran-
teo of future mul!-s'

complaint against tho software
giant.

Mike Wendland covers the Inter-
net for NBC-TV Newschannel sta-
tiona across the country and can be
seen locally on WDIV-TV4, Detroit.
Hia “PC Talk” radio show airs
Saturday and Sunday afternoons
on WXYT-Redio AM1270. His lat-
est book "The Complete No Geek
Speak Guide to the Internet” is
available in book stores or through
his webaite at
http:d hwww.pemike.com

Ase p i ', you
must ask yourself if this is the
kind of variability, or risk, that
you can stomach and survive, If
you can, then stick around, enjoy
the wild ride, and hope to get the
avernge return as a reward.

But should you despair if you
can’t handle this much volatility?
Nat necessarily. You can always
find o fund with a lower standard
devintion. It would give you a
smoother ride, but you would also

lapsed. Still, standard devintion
offers a sound way to compare

funda that operate in the same .
sector and to evaluate funds

ucross di t sectora. )

Let us now turn to an appealing .

alternative. Over the long hmﬂf: :
some tortoises have been skillful
enough to keep pace with the .
hares, Such a result is achieved by
using what has widely coms to be
known a8 the Asset Allg:utiun :

be achicved i
folio's standard devintion. !
1s that important to you? It is, if
you don’t like volatility and
belicve, as most investors do, that
we have already entered a new
era of more short-term volatility. |
And that is tho compelling reason .
to pay close attention to standard ;
devintion. -

‘jObZiIla, from page B4 .

putting more people to work
than at any time in our history.
As the Governor said this morn-

team hits the sack tucking them-
aelves into sleeping bags laid out
under the stars,

. Day two dawna with a hearty
breakfast and a trip ta the corral
where the teams are intreduced
to their horses. They spend the
morning learning to saddle and
pridle their horse and taking
short rides in the yard, After
lunch they saddle up and head
# out for a two hour ride across the
ranch in preparation for day
B threo's journey,

B ' The nssignment the next day
B is to move 50 to 100 cattle across
12 miles. Soddling up with food
R and supplies following in a cov-
ered wagon the team begins
“their cattle run,

* “The herd moves at about two
miles an hour and they do eight
miles that first day,” Cummins
said, *Then they are fed. We sup-
ply all the meals and do the
cooking.”

That cvening the team trainer
can do an assessment of the
team and the cvents of the day
pointing out what he has
observed in monagement styles.

The main idea is for the group
to go out and become a real
team. The guy that's the boss in
the office may not be able to be
8§ the leader of this cattle drive,
Cummins said, Another guy that
§ sita in a lower level in the officc
may just know how to handle the
Ml cattlc and the trainer will

B oxplain to the team that it's a

thing.
| "The beauty of this ia that it's
totally forcign to anything that
8 they do in the office and yet from
the team aspects of it this is
exactly what they do in corpora-
tions. They have to work togeth-
-er ar it will fall apart,” Cummins

B | Tho team has to know how to

R zet the herd moving, keep them

together, push from the back but

manage to keep the cows in the

middle of the trail. Al of that

takes cooperation from every
rson on the squad.

*It's basically like the movie
“City Slickers" they had to pull
together as a team or they would
have lost the herd,” Cummina
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said, “And suro that was a come-
dy that was contrived but what
would have happened if they did-
n't work together?”

Cummins points out that this -

is not a die hard excursion and
that those who are tao sore to
saddle up for the final ride are
welcome to bonrd the chuck
wagon.

Day four has the team logging
the last four miles and delivering
the herd. Then thoy retura to
the ranch, usually a two hour
ride, a begin & hugo celebration.

“This i3 a lot more than a day
at the Marriot spent in meetings
about team building,” Cummins
gaid. “You get to know each oth-
ers strengths and weaknesses

and I think that bonds these
groups together beeauso the trip
is something they will always
remember.”

The cost of the uniquo team
building venture is $24,150 for a
group of 10 and that includes a
trainer, The tab is $18,100 for
ten people without the trainer.

spending this kind of money we

ing, Michigan is Jobzilla."
For the 37th consccutive
menth, Michigan's 1

needed a strong team

-company behind us and that's
where John ¢amo in,” Cummins
said.

Currently devoting much of his
time to the Chisholm Trail pro-
ject, Cummins anticipates the
‘adventure costing $1.7 million.

If the Chisholm ride is

Cummins said private
tions making the trip for plea-
sure aren't opt to be intorested
in booking the trainer. Ho
expects his fivst corporate client
to leave within the next 30 days
for their adventure out west.
“This is such an expensive pro-
gram and there's so much
involved with travel and training
that I felt that when a group is

ful, Cummins plens to hit the
Western Trail in the year 2000.
It runs from Fort Worth, Texas
to Ogalalla, Nebraska. .

*Doing all this isn't work to
me,” he said. “It's like living a
dream.”

For information about The

Great American Cowboy Compa- .

ny outings call (248)879-3093.

1aed ¥

Come celebrate the merger of
The Sanctuary, Inc. and Common Ground

at Zippity-Zoo-Zah
A Roaring 20’s Evening

of food, fun and friendship for the whole family
Monday, June 8, 1998
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm - The Detroit Zoo
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For Tickets and Information
Call - Molly at 248-333-2277

ment rate was below the nation-
al rate. April’s national rate was

but helping crente it.” o
chigan’s expanding economy
has generated a high demand for
construction workers, even dur:
ing the normally slow winter
months,
April, which usually is a2
strong construction month,

4.3 percent. “Our
rate has been lower than the
national rate for more than
three years,” Rothwell noted, “n
record that indicates we are not
riding the wave of tho economy,

again sh d a surge in co!
struction jobs, leading the state’s
overall climb in industry jobe.
The state’s seasonally adjuated
industry jobs totaled 4,618,000 -
in April. n

Sounds of Spring
Concert Series SEASON FINALE

Music FOR ORGAN,
CHOIR & ORCHESTRA

Mass - Opus 4 for Chlr, Sollss.
Dnhsmmdo?m
by Camille Salnt-5acns
rgan Concerio
by George Frideric Handel

WWMWSLHMMGNXIS (510 seniors and students). .
Tickets may be purchned in the Parish office of at the 4.
Christ Church Cranbrook is o Lone Pine Raad, one mile

west of Wanhwund Avene, in Blamfield Hills. For further  ACHRISY CHURCH # CRANZ200K
information call the Church af (248) 644-3210.
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@ home

CARE SPECIALISTS

,’ Sutton Homes provides for every aspectof a resident’s life....~ \ -
i \‘ # customized behavioral, recreational and social services ]
i\' -¢24hour Alheimer's Care Specialist :

e nutritious meals and snacks plannied by a regitered R
| dietitian, prepared in a warm country Kitchen. g
¢ family visits and social interaction

¢ Erimle voom in a beautifully decorated residential

& professional and Family involved plan of care
‘ 4 personal care/digaity in caring for incontinence
- & scheduled transportation

.9 no entrance fee - no hidden costs

-

N

-

Airtouch Paging Metro-Parent Magazine - ¢incontinence supplies included
Astrein’s Creative Jewelers The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers ' Sutton Homes is happy o answer questions .
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