North Oakland
is broadening
its view, motto

t one of the first mectings of the
Orion Culturat Council, Tina
Collins felt tho pull of necessity,

Aa the only voluntecr with profes-
sional experience in the arts and pub-
lic relations, her appointment to the
post of coordinator quickly becamo a
“done deal”

What's less clear, however, is
whether the Orion aren — art center
for Oxford, Onkland Township and
Clarkston ~ can broaden the percep-
tion of itself ns the proud place
“Where Living Ia A Vacation.”

If hope and ambition are any indi-
cation, then those signa proclaiming
Lake Orion's motto will have to bo
amended,

And soon,

Collins and the Orion Cultural
Council are boldly expecting a sold-
out performance for Sunday’s inau-
gural évent, “Winds of Spring,” & con-
cert featuring tho Troy-based Detroit
Chamber Winds and local musicians,

The idea is quite simple: soll all 839
seats at the new Lake Orion High
School Performing Arts Center.

The plan, however, sounds more
like an appeal for good citizenship.

'

A broader itinerary

A fow years ago, the Lake Orion
community supported the building of
a new high echool, including a theater
that provides a venue for students
and professionals.

}The many who pushed for the ape-

cinl millage for the new facility claim

a performance
CHAT; * space was need-
3 /Winds of od to bring in

,s:‘;: :ﬁ-nznl;:ncert profeasional
Detrolt Chamber and amateur
Winds ond the Loke | musicians and
Orion Brass Ensem- thespions. .
blo, presented by The practical
the Orion Aren Cul- side, necording
tural Counclt to Collins, is
WHEN: 2 p.m. Sun-. | that the center
day, May 31 | provides a way
WHERE: Lako Orion |  to cducato stu-
High School Per- dents and the
feening Arts Cen- community
ter, 485 E. Scripps nbout the arts.
Aot The new per-
TICKETS: $10, coll forming venue
(248) 693-4633 complements

the ongoing art,

exhibits ot the
Orion Art Center and Olde World
Canterbury Village.

A sell out of the first professionat
event in the new theater would prove
deep citizen support of the arts,
according to Colling. X

“We'ra not going to have a Broad.
way performance of ‘Show Boat,™ she
said. .

“But maybe peoplo will realize that

tainment.” .

A “Done deal”

The approach taken by the Orion
Cultural Council is becoming more
common through the metro area.

In the face of the isolation induced
by & monotonous-looking suburbia of

gested roads and indistinguishabl
~strip malls, many suburbanites are
finding ways to cultivate the arts
from the grashroots.

The Lake Orion Cultural Council
modeled itsclf after the Waterford
Cultural Council, establighed in 1992
by a group representing local busi-
nesses, schools and government.

Call it building cultire. Or call it
building community. Doesn’t matter.
You get to the same place on the map,

In Iess than two years since it was
formed, the Lake Orion Cultural
Council is alrendy exploring partner-
ships with the ncarby Orion Arts Cen-
ter, the local public school system, the
village and township of Lake Orion,
and the-business community.

“Wo'ro up to about 200 tickets sold
for the cancert,” said Collins, who duly
noted that tha recent four-perfore
mance student production of “Weat
Side Story™ was sold out.

With less than a week to go and:
threo times as many tickets unsold
for their inaugural event, all hope is
riding on a strong wall-up crowd,

But with tho summer wind calling
and a hockoy game on the tube, the
competition for ticket-buyers on Sun-
day. will be tough.

Of course, some in the Orion aren
doubted that tho atato-of-tho-art per.
forming arts conter would ever bo
built.

Maybo that's why in the land of
many lakes, it's n time for hope - and
perhaps, a new pastime.

A sell-out concert would merely
make it a *done denl”

That's not a bad motto.

you don't have to go too far for enter-

MOT's ‘Porgy and Bess'
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bids for crossover audiences .

ore than:an hour

past the timo when

the acheduled inter-

view was 8ot to

begin, and Penbo

Bryson; finnlly

emorges from his room where he's
staying in downtown Detroit.

For the next three weoks, the
gmooth-veiced singer of such mega
pop hits as “Beauty and the Beast”
and “A Wholo New World (Alnddin’s
Theme)* will bo a resident of Detroit,
a Peopla Mover ride away from the
Detroit Opera House where Bryson
has been cast as the dope-dealing,
sauntering Sportin’ Life in Gershwin's
“Porgy and Bess." '

The Michigan Opera Theatre's pro:
duction of an unprecedented 14-per-
formances opens Saturday.

Maybe Bryson's tardiness is due to
jet log. Perhapa the weariness of a
time zone change. Not quite. Word is
that Bryson isn't a morning person.

But by now, it's well past noon. In
other words, “Showtime!”

With his fincly tailored suit and
flawlessly matching tieiin place,
therc's no need to check his attitude.
He's not o rapper with a violent case
of hiccups and potty mouth.!

Bryson chooses his words carcfully.
He even mentions the “r word” many
times. As in “having o responsibility™
as a role model and celebrity.

For a big-time, headlining pop star,
he has a refreshing scaled-down ego.
In the operatic world where egos are
a8 voracious as Pavarotti's appetite,
that's like finding a diamond in the
rough. !

“Ppabo is more than I expected,
both as an artist and a human being,”
snid David DiChiern, managing direc-
tor of the Michigan Opera Theatre.

“(Sportin’ Life) is to the side of &
traditional opera role,” said DiChiera.
“It's the role for an entertainer, a per-
fect role to showcase Peabo's talents.”

The combination of MOT producing
the only large-scale production of
Gershwir!"n clnssic opera and the

to tha D
during the centennial of his birth has

INTO A BRAVE

made “Porgy and Bess” the hottost

ticket of MOT's scason.

Of course, the choico of the Grammy
and Oscar Award-winning Bryson in
the rale of Sportin’ Life — once played
by legendary stage actor Cab Cnl-
loway and then Sammy Davis, Jr. in
the 1959 film — hns helped to broaden
appeal to nontraditionnl opera audi-
ences.

The buzz about the opera hasn't
been confined to metro Detroit.
MOT’s “Porgy and Beas™ will reccive

A By GG oot

an

Public Rodio will tape, then broadcast
the performnnce worldwide.
Cross-over appeal

For some, Bryaon's move from
rhythm and blucs into opera might

NEW WORLD

Songs of the struggte: “Porgy
and Bess” is considered the
greatest American opera.

Since its first performance in
1935, the opera about the
struggles of southern African
Americans has been described
both as controversial and =
coinpassianate. Few have
argued about the powerof . .
Gershwin's music. :

best bo summed up as entering o
“brave new world.” X
Crossing musical styles isn't any-
thing new for Bryson. In 1992, he
beeame the first muasical artist to .
have sangs atop four different charts,

“A Whole New World,” o duet with
Regina Belle, topped the pop and
adult contemperary charts, while “We
Kiss In A Shadow,” and “By the Time
This Night Is Over,” were top sellers
on the classical and jazz charts,
respectively.

“I don't like the perception of
singers being one-dimensional,” said
Bryson, whose delicate articulation
belies his expansive singing voice. R

“If music is a universal language,
then singers must learn different
kinds of music. Why nat opera?”

There isn't a hint of the brash’
South Carolina dialect of the charac-
ter Sportin' Life, whom he portraya in
"Porgy and Besa.” .

Admittedly, Bryson spoaks with a
Midwestern drone, although these
days he lives in Atlanta, not far from
Greenville, South Carolina, where he
grew up “in the hood.”

Suceess hasn't come suddenly. Since
the mid-1970s, he's built a career with
a smooth, luscious sound that comple- -
ments jazz, and rhythm and blues
arrangements. (By the way, ho's not
eager to talk about his forays into-.
disco.) .

Since the early 1980s smash’
“Tonight I Celebrate My Love” with
Roberta Flack, Bryson has scored
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Multi-dimensional: Peabo Bryson, one of
the most popular and acclaimed pop
singers of the 1990s,'brings his high
energy, velvet voice and an uncharacter-
istic “attitude” to the role of Sportin’
Life in “Porgy and B‘ess."

WHEN: 8 p.m.

WHAT: “Porgy & Bess,” an American folk opera by

George ond Ira Gorshwin and OuBosa and Dorothy

Heyward, presonted by the Michigan Opera Theatre
.

May 30,

W Critics have

types.”
W Tho story fs

Sot

ward Avenue, Detrolt
SING

Saptember 1935.

day, June 3-6 & Juno 10-13; 2 p.m. Sunday, May 31;
2 p.m. & 7:30 pm. June 7, June 14

WHERE: Detrolt Opera House, at the corner of Madi-
son Avenue and Broadway, one block east of Wood-

TICKETS: $18-$95; (248} 6456666, or (313) 874

“Porgy & Boeas” - Background

M Often called o *folk opera” because of tho synthe-
sis of what was called southern Negro dlatect and
customs along with varlous musical forms, includ-
Ing jazz, blues, gospel and classicat,

M An opera by George Gershwin with text by du Bose
Heyward and lra Geeshwin premiered in Boston,

and *a construction built of demeaning sterco-

on the waterfront of Charleston, South Carolina
during the 1920s. The area Is filled with fisherman,
drifters, derelicts and those struggling to find joy
amld misery.

The love story concerns Porgy, a cilpple, who
befriends and falls [n love with Bess, the glrifrlend
of tha notorlous Crown.

B Memorable songs include: 'Surﬁmenlme." "I've
Got Plenty of Nothin',” "Bess, You s My Woman
Now,” and *it Aln’t Necessarily So.”

W [n 1952, an all-back company toured Europe where
they performed to solt-out avdiences In Berlin,
Vienna and London.

W Fifty years after its premiere, & production of
*Porgy and Bass" oppeared at the Metropalitan
Opera House In New Yark In 1985,

called It both a "glorious love story”

set In Catfish Row, 3 black tenement

From the aslielas of

Hiroshima rises

the antithesisl of MTV mentality

If existential philosophy — and all of
those serious questions about time,
being and existence — were set to music
and choreographed, it'd look and sound
like Butoh Dance. :

Pretty heavy stulf. Not quito the
standard fare for primoe time, MTV or o
candidate for n corporate-sponsored

tour. i

Actually, Butoh, a doliberate and
pravocativo dance that began in post-
war Japan, cannot be contained by
walls, halls or convention. |

Thia Friday and Saturday, the New
Butoh 1808 World Tour, "Space Dance:
Body of tho Future," premicrea at the
Cranbrook Art M in Bloomfield

Hills.
At the muscum? Well, sort of|
More accurately, the performanco

wili taky pisce vubside the musium,

thon across a walkway, down an

ombankment and onto the adjacent

parking lot.
.

WHAT! “Space Danco: Body of the Future,” the
promiere performance of tho Now Butoh 1398
‘Wortd Tour, choreographed by Tetsuro Fukuhara
'WHEN: Porformance - 9:30 p.m. Frigzy-Satur-
day, May 29 & 30; workshops — 6:30 p.m. Mon-
doy-Thursday, Moy 25-28.

WHERK: Cranbrook Acadomy of Art, 1221 N,
Woodward Avenue, Bloomfleld Hills, (248) 845

Admisston free

The dance begins past nightfall
because the chorcography calls for a
natural setting of darkness. Don't
worry nbout roserved scating. The
audicnce will bo expected to follow the
Butch dancors as they “renct” from
space to apaca on the Cranbrook

unda,
With a light and sound design to
the perf e, “Space

tion." Although most of the movements
aro s0 slow that thoy're barely percepti-
ble, the dance is anything but pre-
dictable.

fouicnlly. Butoh looks tike animated

¢, both highly abstract and

Danvo™ ieny bo the uliimate exprossion
of “rehearsed spontaneity.”

The avant-garde, slow-motion Butch
steps hava been called *body medita-

\
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strikingly inticaalr. Apparently, that'a
tho aim of the dance, which the chareo-
grapher claims, was born from the
ashes of Hiroshima - the Japanese city

Interpretive
dance: Cran-
brook Acade-
my of Art
graduates
Kun-Ah Yoon,
left, Kenta
Kishi, Aki
Takahashi
and Kaori
Tukami stand
before a vidco:
of a Butoh
dancer.

decimated by the first atomic bomb.
And a city that has become a aymbo) of
bLoth inhumanity and a modern-day
phoenix.

Technology & the body

“The dance is a responae %o the envi-
a questioning of the exi

Plcasa aco HIROSHIMA,

—— }ot




