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C GREAT ESCAPES

TRAVEL .

[T

. . Great Escapes features various

iravel news items. Send news
leads to Hugh Gallagher, assiz-

* “tant managing editor, Observer

& Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, MI
48160, or fax them to (313) 591-
7279,

HOT SUMMER START
Making up for the lack of
apring over the past three years,

“this year's unusunlly warm

~ventlier hos brought n strong,
rly start to Michigan's tourism
-4onson. .

-'Four new attractions should
help give tourists even more to
do in Michigan this summer: On
May 22, Shivering Timbers
.roller coaster, the new center-

= picce of Michigan's Adventure

Amusoment Park near
Muskegon, takes its first passen-
gors on a rido more than a mile
long, screnming down hills up to
126 feet high at speeda’of more
than 65 m.p.h.

Slated to open June 1 in Battle
Creek - in probably the only
place in the world where one will
find a family jon devoted

packaging of the finished prod-
uct. Visitors aleo get o chance to
taste freshly baked Corn Flakes.

Also opening on May 22, is the
new 830-scat Mackinaw Center
Stage Theatro at the new Macki-
naw Crossings entertainment
complex in Mackinaw City, with
the dazzling live revue,
“Stagestruck,” which will be per-
formed twice daily throughout
the 1998 scason.

For more information about
these and ather Michigan vaco-
tion and getaway destinations
and attractions, travelers should
cnll 888-78.-GREAT. Travel coun-
selors are available Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 11'.p.m.
and Saturday and Sunday, 8
a.m., to-5 p.m. Travelers may
also call 800-644-86844, 24-haurs
a day, for rcearded information
about festivals and events, fish-
ing conditions, and informatian
about Michigan golfing opportu-
nities. Travel Michigan's web
sfta at www.michigan.org, also
offers a wealth of Michigan trav-
el information.

OYSTER HUNT .
B of the early spring,

to cercal — is Kellogg's Cereal
City USA. A combination muse-
um, heritage center, and family
entertainment complex, Cercal
City offers visitora the opportu-
nity to view a full-scale, simulat-
ed production line in which the
cereal making process is exhibit.
ed beginning with the receipt of
prain, starage, milling, cocking,
blending and {lavoring, to the
rolling and boking of flakes and

wild oyster mushrooms and
Dryad’s Saddloe polypares, two
excellent edible mushrooms, will
join the more famous white (yel-
low) morels as targets of the
guided hunt on May 28-31 dur-
ing the Morels and More outing
at Springbrook Hills Resort,
Walloon Lake in the northwest
Lower Peninsula.

For details contact Spring-
brook Hills at (616)536-2227.

BOOK HAPPENINGS

Book Happenings features vari-
ous happenings at suburbsn
bookstores. Send news leads to
Hugh Gallagher, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, M
48150, or fax them to
(313)591.7279, or e-mall him at
hgatlagher@oe.homecomm.net

BORDERS {BIRMINGHAM,
SOUTHFIELD)
Lyle Crocodite visits 11 a.m.
Saturdoy, May 30 at the stere,
31150 Southfield Road,
(248)644-1515.

Fiction group discusses Bally
White's “Mama Makes Up Her
Mind,” 7 p.m. Wednesday, Moy
27; ClnecmearLit group discusses
Peter McCaba's *The Butcher
Boy,” 7:30 p.m. Friday, May 29
at the store 6575 Telegraph
Road, Bloomfeld Hills (248)540-
4209.

BY MELINDA CLYNES
SPECIAL WRITER

Leas than 250 miles from cen-
tral Europe’s more popular gems
~ Prague, Vienna and Budapest
~-lies Krakow, Long labeled
Poland's cultural bauble,
Krakow is now considered a pre-
cious jowel in its own right. With
a castlo and palaces, muscums,
ancient churches and the largest
medieval square in Europe,
you'll find that Krakow bestows
a rich experience at a thrifty-for-
Europe price.

Better yet, Krakovinns are cor-
dinl and witty, welcoming visi-
tors with much pride and
refreshingly little pretension. -

Krakow natives will enchant
you with stories about kings,
saints, fanciful bensts and poli-
tics. Uncover why the dragon is
considered n Polish family pet,
who is Casimir the Great and
what life was like only 10 years
ago under martial law.

Wawel: The .royal castle on Wawel Hill is a landmark

of Krakow.

But evon with its black soot
finish, Florian's Gate, a favorite
y to Old Town, con-

ent

Krakow's istory —
from occupation by the Tartars
in the 13th century, by the
Swedes in the 17th century and
the by the Nazis in the 20th cen-
tury; to Solidarity; and finally to
the election of a pro-democracy
president last fall (whewl) —
should not be glossed over,
becnuse the history, although
long and involved, will moke
your visit terribly intriguing,

But even those not wanting to
experience Krakow that inti-
mately can enjoy its surface
pleasures. Historical landmarks
arc ubiquitous, many found in
and around Krakow's two most
notable districts, Old Town and
Wawal Hill.

0ld Town

Sprawling 11 blocks long and
seven blocks wide, pedestrian-
only Old Town exudes European
aura and bustle. It'’s a place to
roam and explore, best without o
sct agenda, touring countless
musecums and churches as you
stumble upon them and partak-

&
Mystery Mavens discuss Penny
Warner's “Dead Body Language,”
1 p.m, Tuesday, May 2G and 7
p.m. Thursday, May 28 ot the
store, 35167 Grand River,
Farmington (248)471-7210.

‘WOODWARD}
William Klenzle discusses “The
Greatest Evil,” 7 p.m. Fuesdoy,
May 26; James Windel) slgns

' ~Chitdren Who Say No When You

" want Them to Say Yes,” 7 pm.

HILLS)
L.E. Modesitt signs “The White
Order,” 7 p.m. Wednesday, May
27, at tho store, 30995 Orchard
Lake Road, Farmington Hills,
(248)737-0004,

PAPER BACKS N' THINGS

writers Nora Roberts

May 27,

", . rary lit group discusses “The Ica

, Storm,” 7:30 p.m. Thursday, May

* 28; Even Keel performs, 8 p.m.

. Frlday, Moy 29; Gerl Green per-
forms 11 a.m. Saturday, May 30

< 7+ at the store 34300 Woodward

. Ave., Blrmingham (248)203-

BARNES & NOBLE (NORTHVILLE}

+ Mystery book club discusses John
Maxim's “Haven,” 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 26; Susan Madden
slgns “Nobody Over Eats,” 7:30

. p.m, Thursday, Moy 28 ot the

: store 17111 Haggerty Road at

... Six Mile, Northvilte,
.. BARNES & NOBLE (BLOOMFIELD

HILS)

and Ruth Ryan Langan slgn their
books 7 p.m. Thursday, May 28
at the store, 8044 Wayne Road,
Westland, {734)522-8018.

HALFWAY DOWN THE STAIRS
Annual Make Way for the
Ducklings Parade, 11 a.m.
Soturday, May 30 at the store
114 E. Fourth St., Rochester, MI
{248)652-6066.

BORDERS {ROCHESTER HILLS)
Romance writers Nora Roberts,
Ruth Ryan Langan, Marianne
Wellman and Jill Gregory sign
their books 1 p.m, Sunday, May
31, ot the store 1122 S.
Rochester Road, Rochester Hills
(248)652:0558,

MEET THE CAST OF

ing in i, poppy seed
pastry rings, when you're han-
kering for o snack.

0ld Town structures, many
buijlt long before Columbus set

foot in Ameriea, regard business
3 h

jures up images of the forebod-
ing, majestic wall that once
encircled tho city. The area
beyond, now a ring-shaped park,
was once a moat. Florian Street,
sprinkled with cafes, shops and
hotels, joutles visitors and resi-
dents alike toward Main Market
Square.

dioval

Krakow Pélan&é 'r\édi.scovéréd' jéwlel:

Inside St. Mary's, the star
attraction is the high altar of the
church. Twelve years in the
making (completed in 1489), the
limewood carved altar was con-
fiscatod by the Nazis but
reclaimed and returned to the
church in 1957,

In and oround Old Town are

‘numerous other churches of

note, historical buildings and
musoums of history and art.

Famed aa the Jargest

h

square in Poland, and

these is
ive a8 all of

all of Europe, Krakow's town
center is a hodge podge of mer-
chanta hocking souvenirs and
flowers, vendors cooking
anusages over-five rings and
imposing structures with begin-
nings dating back 500 to 1,000

years.

The Historical Muaeum aof
Krakow is located in the square’s
Krzysztofory Palace. Here you'll
find a slice of the old life, includ-
ing clocks, paintings and cos-
tumes. Cloth Hall, with ita
arched gateways, stuffs in sellers

as

the distinct crosa atreets of Old
Town - not just Florian Strect -
and partaking in coffee at an
artist's cafe. Be sure to saample &
vodka or beer at one of the many
intimate, dark underground tav-
orns, sometimo illuminated by
mere candlelight.

Wawel Hill

An easy walk through the
sound neck of Old Town down
Grodzka Street will lnand you at
Wawel Hill. Because Krakow is
atill considered the cultural capi-
tal of Poland, YVuyvel Royal Cas-

of traditional handicraft - amber
jowelry, deraft and embroi

dery — on the ground floor and
houses the Gallery of Polish 19th
Century Painting on the upper
floor. .

While art and history are
omnipresent, you also cannot
ignore organized religion when

ightsecing in this corner of the

people, hip PP
nnd wandering visitors with the
fondness of old friends, weaving
a colorful pattern of modern
happy times with ancient, not-
so-jolly times, As more and more
travelers reveal Poland’s value
as o destination, Krakow’s irre-
sistible Old Town area will con-
tinue to gain popularity.

Like most of Krakow, Old
Town was relatively unscathed
by World War I, but monu-
ments fight a modern-day battle
against acid rain and toxic gascs
of nearby Nowa Huta steclwork-
ers and against potlution from
coal. Reminiscent of Formula
409 television commercials,
buildings being cleancd offer an
unbelievable sido by side of filth
and grime next to brilliant stone.

world. Churches are part of the
community life in Krakow and
all of Poland ~ thoy are places of

hip, historical

tle and Cath are the most

. visited sites in the country, So

much of Poland’s 1,000-ycar his-
tory is preserved atop Wawel
Hill, it's no wonder school groups
and touring couples alike satu-
rate the monuments year round.

Countless Polish rulers resid-
ed in the Royal Castle, originally
built in the early 11th century
by King Boleslaw Chrobry. The
dwelling was Iater tranafc d

into an i Gothic cas-

concert halls, muscuma of art
and, during the occupied times,
were sanctuaries for those
involved with liberation move-
.menta, The best-known place of
worghip in Old Town is St.
Mary’s Church.

From the outside St. Mary's
two distinct towers epitomize the
seemingly piccemeal, random
construction of many of
Krakow's structures. The short.
er, Renaissn, d d tower

tle by the famed King Knzimierz
Wielki and finally to a spectacu-
lar Renaissance fortresa complet-
ed in 1636 by King Zygmunt [
Stary.

Inside the castle is the finest
tapestries in central and eastern
Europe. Most of the 136 fabric
wall hangings were constructed
in Brussels around 1650, Woven
with wool and silk, and threaded
with gold and silver, the land-

scapes feature a variety of ani-
mals representing good and evil*
— ostriches, dragons, boars and
even the now extinct dodo bird
can be found in the realistic can-
vas portrayals. The oldest
tapestry, the “Legion of tle
Sworn Knight,” is from 1460. -

Adjacent to the Royal Caostle
looms Wawel Royal Cathedral.
Picturesque in its irregularity,
with various add-on chapels
built out from the main atrue-
ture, the cathedral played an
important role in national histo-
ry. Most of Poland's kings were
crowned here and buried here in
royal crypts alongside famous
pocts and paintera and other
national heroes,

The original cathedral was
conatructed in 1020 by Boleslaw
Chrubry, Poland's first king, but
rebuilt a contury later. It burned
to the ground in 1305 {only St,
Leonard's Crypt survived), and
tho current structure was erect-
ed during n 40-year period in the
mid-14th century. N

Once you've taken in the plea-
sures of tho castle and cathedral,
depart Wawel Hill through the
Dragon’s Cave, Accesa the home
of the fabled dragon through an
entrance at the western end of
the hill. After descending 1356
stairs and walking through the
dragon's digs, you'll encounter
the bronze fire-blowing benst at
the bottom of the hill on the
banks of the Vistula River,

Within walking distance of

‘Wawel Hill is the suburb of Kaz- .

imierz, Krakow's Jewish quar-
ter. More than 70,000 Jows lived
here until 1841, when most were
sent to concentration camps.
Today, anly 160 Jaws live in the
area of Kazimierz, but the
wealth of synagogues and Jew-
ish cemeteries attest to a once
vibrant Jewish culture and
atmosphere.

Kazimierz, quickly becoming
home to Krakow's young,
bohemian crowd, is an interest-
ing ploce to roam. Be sure to
visit Remu'h Synagogue and
Cemetery, where more than 700
ornate Renaissance tombstones
were uncovered after being
buried by Jews for protection
against the countless armics
that invaded Krakow in the 18th
century.

Wherever you venture in and
around Krakow, you'll enjoy the
people and the scenery —
whether it's the hustle of the city
and her grand structures, or the
rolling countryside, filled with
ancient wooden churches, snow-
capped peaks and alpine streams
and lakes. Be sure to take along
n few key Polish phrases and an
attitude for exploration, and
you'll be ready to partake in
Krakow and its environs. Have a
good journey, or as they say in
Poland, “Szczesliwej podrozy!”™

houses the church’s five bells
and the taller spire- and turret-
dressed tower, once served as
city lookout post.
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Become an
OffFicial Member
of the Woodward
Dream Cruise™!

LAt T
Saturday August 15, 1998

fficlal tapel Pin

°| only®

collectible numbered member-
ship/phone card good for 10
minutos of calls. This card Is
rochargeadle with a portion of
ths procaeds supporting the
Woodward Dream Crulse™, inc.

W An exclusive Membar® T-shirt
{not soid separately)

Se;\dmuu

.00 check maus out to Woodward Drasm Cruiss, inc. and mall

W re.
Crulse™ newstatter with the
tatest news on this years

crulse
® An officlal Refrigerator
- Magnet

8ox

’

‘BOwszSA'

- SupER FIVE GOLE
‘ WEEKS .

Everything else is
Jjust a golf game and
someplace to sleep.

&p * on FOUR schedule. Golfers
N
/-

v 470 where you want.

America’s Best
Golf Value starts at

Nothing clse compares to
Super Five. Play YOUR game

of all abilities will benefit
from this (lexible format.
Choose golf, lessons or
both, when you want,

5695

1t along with the compiated form below to: 1998 WDC MEMBERSHIP, P.O.
= 7025, IAUAGTION Wood, Wi 46070, Pott office will nat deiver 10 2 7.0, Box.
Deadlinie to apply Is Aty 1, 1988, Allow 4-8 weeks for delivery.

ettty 1998 WOC MEMBERSHIP FORM gttty

Ay,

« Unlimited golf with cart on five courses +
« Unlimited instructon swith video siring analysis »
« Five nights lodging at Boyne Mountain +
« Five breakfasts & five dinners +
+ Cocktatl parties & tournament icith prizes «

BOOKS, IIIJ!IC_, VIDEO, AND A CAFE,

34300 Wooidward Ave, Birmingtam e . Preferred lee times -
For information call 248-203-0005 e " + Access to Boyne resort amenities +
j s . won. .
i o YBoyneUsA

1-800-GO-BOYNE - www.boyne.com

Packges are per person based on dbl. occ. Taa adéitlonal.

RENT XOW ON STAGE AT TRX PISHSR THEATRE THROUOH JUNR 13
FOR TICXKT INPORMATION CALL TICKETMASTER ATIS49-643~6860

arn

Vistt our Website:

www.dreamcruise.org
RN
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