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Not just a memory

Day for a smlle: Clam and Glenn
Fackler enjoy the Memorial Day
festivities Monday.

Remembermg those who died for the U.S. keeps
Lts place in Farmington’s holiday celebration

'ISomu worry the mensage of

Mcmonnl Day parades gets lost

iir'the pogeantry and hoopla of
" the annual holiday rite.

* Not in Farmington, ‘and not as
Iong as Wally Christensen is
marahaling tho event. Remem-
bering those who died while
fighting for the U.S. remains at
thio core of the Farmington
Mnmnnul Day parade.

T ““They (the crowd) had a great
respect for the flog and I saw a
lot of proper aaluting,” said
parado organizer Christensen.

After welcoming remorks by
local mayors Mary.Bush and
Aldo Vagnozzi, retired U.S.
Naval Captain Elrey Klaviter
spoke to the gathering at the
Veternns Memorial, Four Farm-
ington arca members of the U.S.
naval forces — this year's fea-
tured branch of the military -
were honored.

“They Jooked great; I waa real
1y proud of them,” Christensen
said.

As for the parade, flaga waved
as peoplo’s patriotism remained
unwavering.

Low clouds that accompanied
Monday’s overcast weather pre-

N

HE ‘They (the crowd) had
a great respect for the
flag and | saw a lot of
proper saluting .’
Wally Christensen
—Farmington Memorial Day
Parade organizer

vented the traditional military
airplane flyover, On the ground,
bands and community groups
marched feverishly to the
cadence of pride,

Lansing-based C Cadets col-
leeted awards for best unit, best
marching ground and best adult
color guard. “Thoy looked good,”
Christensen said.

Harrisen High won as leading
marching band while American
Legion Post No. 346 was selected
as most cutstanding military
unit.

Girl Scout Neighborhood
Group No. 33 won for best youth
float while Cub Scout Pack No,
231 had the best marching grou,
for youths and Cub Pack No. 166
collected best boys group honors.
Dance Electric won for best girls
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Best mounted vehicle went to *

the Hummer driven by U.S.
Army Capt. Ken Borman of
HHD 210th Military Polico Bat-
tnlion while Bob Rebtoy’s Ford
Model-T carned best antique

auto. .

Tho parade is aponsorcd by
American Legion Posts No. 346
and 180 and VFW Post No. 2269,

Organizers received more than
a little help from the citics of
Farmington and Farmington
Hills and the chamber of com-
merce, Colonial Car Wash called
attention to the event by flying

flags of all the military branches -

outside its Nine Mile location
while Kornor Barbors made
available its window for a Memo-
rial Day Parade display.

The remembrance docan't stop
with the last marching band,
cither,

At 1 p.m. Sntu:dny, May 30, a
memorinl service will take place
to honor the 134 veterans — some
dating back to 1776 — who are
buried at North Farmington
Cemetery. The servico {8 open to
the pubhc
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In salute: Above, Jordan and
Nicholas Asker, 3-year-old
. twins, and brother, Joey, 2,
keep track of the parade. At
%’ Naval Reserve Capt. E. C.
aviter (left) presents awards

and salutes to Senior
Radioman Jeff Krause, Chief
Fire Controlman Steve
Ruthkowskhi, Sonar Tech First
Class Mark Williams and Fire
Controlman Second Class
Jason Heien. .

whothcr shu‘d have to make
opening and/or closing state-
ments, “I feel 'm wnlkmg into a
controlled interview.” -

But perhaps any disnppumt-
meont was unwarranted.
Tuesdny nvoning, Inch re‘cexvcd‘
an

ie Katz and Anwar Mnhmoad
said they wero first contacted on
Tuesdny night about the inter-
view, but Meclody Jaske — o
member of the Republican Club
— apparently was not, Jaske said
nobody called her from the orga-
ion as of late Wed

leph call from Frod Amndy,
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a member of the Republican -

Club’s board of directors. Other
candidates also wero phoned.

“I'wan called last night,” onid
Inch Wednosday morning. “He
{Amady) said he had had a death
{in his family) and that he was'
sorry ha missed me on the way,
that hu wae sorry nbaut the
error.”

According to Inch, "I’m not
going to be upset with a man if
hisstopdaughter died, If that's
what happened, that's what hop-

pened. That's it. But it (the tim-
mg) becomes a littlo question-
able.”
4onted
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School board chall Jack-

morning.

*I'm a little concerned if it does
happen tonight,” said Jnske
Wednesday morning, adding sho
previously knew nothing about
the interview. “And [ am a mem-
ber thers.

Inch added that he contacted
the Observer Tuesday about not
being invited to that point
beeause ho thought “it should be
brought to mind. I'm not upset,
and I wasn’t upset yesterday
(Tuesday). I'm just nuymg. let's
play the game on a nice level
field.”

Mecanwhile, tho interview
might not have taken place on
Wedncedny night after all.

doy morning, Amady

snid ho was scrambling to con-
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tact all the candidates about
changing the interview date,
possibly to Fridny night, duc to
the death of his stepdaughter,
Adding to any confusion, the
prosidency of the Farmington
Aren Republican Club is unset-
tled after the resignation of club
prosident Ben Marks, who
alcppud down because he’s run-
riing for Oakland County Board
of Commissioners.

“Nobedy is invited at this
point,” Amady said. “I'm still try.
ing to ... I'm going to have to
reschedule this for later this
week. IUs unfortunate.”

ty. We're not nakmg for any

. pelitical persu:

. The GOP Club " which has
- about 400 mémbers ip o commu-
nity that is about 67 porcont

Republican ~ last year endorsed
Democrat Bobbie Feldman for
* school board, he said.

Scheduling the interview for
Friday night might pose more
headaches because several other
election or district functiona are
taking place.

Mahmood said he might have
a problem getting to the inter-
view if it's moved to Friday. Con-

‘An employee at the Longacre didates are invited ta the High-
House W‘n’d:csdny smd thu ?nur- meadow P"l‘A-npomurod Achool
view was still ach d for fir, with &
Wednesday night, however. candidates opportunity for resi-

N dents. Because of spaca limita-
‘Fair chance’ tions, it is taking placo 7-9 p.m.

‘Whenever the interview takes
plnce, Amady nuurcd that “all
will be invited and we're hoping
all will show up, We're not out to
get anybody. We just want to
give people a fair chance to tell
us their views. We go in there
with an open mind,”

On Tuesday night, Marks con-
curred thot all should have been
invited and that the organization
would nover attempt anything
shady.

“It either foll through the
cracka or someone miseed it,"
said Marks nbout notifying can-
didates about the endoraement
interview. “It (the inteiview) ia
another service to the communi-
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Friday at East Middle School.

Inch and Wabb also might
attend the achool district's
employment recognition dinner.

ing is happening this

wook,” Mahmood said, "If they
had spread it out a little bit
more, it'd bo all right.”

And, at 7 p.m. Thursday, Mnh-
mood and the four other candi-
dates will attend a debate co-
sponsored by the Farmington
Democratic Club and Farming-
ton PTA Council,

The forum, at Farmington
Hills City Hall (31566 W. 11
Mile), is open to the public and
\‘;lll ba televised on cable televi-
sion,
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