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Editor’s note: This '
column is being run
again in its corrected
version, It originally
appeared May 14 with
technical errors. Our
apologies to the Rev,
Byars.

A year ogo, as 1
write, my friend died
of pancroatic cancer,
He ond I wore the
same age. Weo hnd

me f

rocu- ON
THEOLOQY

P
REV. RONALD
P. BYARS

Friend left his children
the best legacy of all

bo another time.”

In that way, weekend after weekend
passed, year after year, until all at
once, a graduntion ceremony brought
that endless stretch of time to an
nbrupt mndumam 1 um" go back, The |

ildrearing (s
If I could go bnck, knuwinx what I
know now, I hape I would do things
differently, ¥ hope I would bo lesa self-
absgorbed, legs driven, less inclined to
postpone things and more present in
the mommL 1 hopa that T woul‘d take

, not

wostern M{chngnn
when we wero both in tho early years

but we more or less kept in touch with.
each other over the years, Then, quite
by surprise, we both found oursclves in
the motro Detroit area again.

.My friend wea intelligent, conscien-
tious and talented. In apite of those
traits, I suapect that he often felt he
disappointed himself. For some minis
ters, it’s hard to tako successcs sorious-
1y, while very casy to blame oneself for
cveryfnilum And there are lots of fail-

My friend was not old when he died,
and I feel sure that he had established
goals that he had not. met. Ho had a
hard time thinking of his ministry as

I think he was successful. He has
thres adult children who go to chun:lL
Now, you may presumo
dmdwmxwwupwgowchuxv:h.
Not eo! Just as many lay people are
disappointed to discover that their own
chlldren don't keep the faith in which
they wers raised, so are many minis-
ters,

Furthermore, I suspoct that a good
many ministers' kids develop a mea-
sure of resentment toward the church,
which has consumed s0 much of their

parent’s time and encrgy.

of our ministry, Our paths diverged,

more

‘lnnvinz it to chance, or rnlymg too
much on society to help me out.

1 would not presume that my

chaldron could learn my values by
oamosis, I wi
sharing with them my doecpest commit-
menu. And then, of course, they would

be more deliberate in

1l grow up ¢o be their own persons.

Whut children become can nover be
entirely in our control — God!

On my desk is & clipping, soveral
yeam old now. It reports samo surpris-

- and even embarrassing - statis-

n:: 1t eays that if your parcnts wor-

Farst Baptist offers healing servuce

BY BARB PERT TEMPLETON
SPECIAL WIUTER

‘The First Baptiat Church,
in Birmingham, will offer a
Service of Wholeness and
Healing this Sunday, May 31
at 7 p.m,

Tho church welcomes thoso
struggling with any form of
human brokenness, whether
it be discases, divorce, addic-
tion, dysfunctional behavior,
relationship struggles, griof,
depression or issues of self-

worth.

“We offcred this public ser-
vice of hoaling for the first
time in March and wero 80
encouraged that we plan to do
this every few months,” Dr.

, Stephen D, Jones, pastor of

First Baptist Church, stated.
o healing servico hones

‘in on tho ministry of the

church and ministering to the
whole human being which

. includes mental, physical,

socinl and spiritual issues,”
added Kate Hope, a Dencon at

Firat Baptiat,

Hopo, of Bloomfield Hills,
has been attending the
church for three years and is
pleased to see plans for anoth-
er healing aervice being set.
The service will involve the
ancient rite of anocinting, and
a confidential prayer spoken
for each person requesting it.
Holy Communion ia also
offered.

“Many people are strug-
gling with diseaso and rela-
tionship isaues, and we recog-
nize more than ovor that
there is n spiritunl component
to henlth and wholencss,”
Jones said, “Yet there aren't
many );luhlu: places one can
turn where prnrer and wor-

The service will include
reading from the scriptures,.
lots of singing and personal
private prayers for those who
wish to stop forward ond
requeat them.

“Prayer doesn'’t replace our
own cfforts, nor those of help-
ing professionals, but it does
undergird and extend those
offorts by calling upon the
love of God,” Jones said.

“Wo intend this to be @
respectful, compassionate and
confidential opportunity to
offer spiritual resourcea to the
atruggles of peoples’ lives,”
Hope gaid. “And it’s not magi-
cnl it's spiritual. It’s getting
closer to Ged and finding
whatever sense of peace they

hera that I had never ngn
before but that's fine,” Hope
said. “We don’t nsk them apy
questions or even their name.
I've seen many people who
have been very moved by thm
service.”

People attending the :er-
vice can quictly leave toward
the conclusion at a time of
their chooaing. The service'is
nonsectarian and open to pér-
sons of all Christian denomi-
nations and ba

The sexrvice will lA:tappmx-
imately one hour. No offering
will be taken and the pervice
is open to everyone, Dr. Jones
will upenk briefly and John
and Myra Trask will pruvndc
musie.

ship are fi on this, and can in whu!evcr crisis they ‘The historic church is lonat»
8o the spiritunl companent is  are having. ed downtown between the
too often lonely and private.” The Mnrch healing service Jacobson's Department Stores

*Basically what this will
focus on is people’s direct
rolationship with God and
their desire to strengthen
that relationship,” Hope

R ly, 1 became a d
'l‘hatmuaedmalnmﬂectanduynm
when my wife and T wers raising o
children. When a child is born, n
seems na though an enormous Jength
of time stretches out from infancy to
adulthood. So often, as our children
are growing up, [ thought of how much
fun it would be to take & weekend with
them for one expedition or ancther.
But I.didn’t have free weekendsl No
problem, I thought, “There will always

welcomed some GO people to
First Baptist and many had
never been to a service there
before, according to Hope.
*We aro a smaller church

at the corner of Willits und
Bates streets.

For more information cull
(248)644-0550 or visit the
website at http://users.adl.
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