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rates remain the same Diamond gems:
: Farmmirton High for Uolunteers
You may not  scribers? tand s?’s’fl;t;é gg:sfers .
know how  The Southwestern Oaklan . Detroit Bap-
much you pay Cable Commission (SWOCC) - (left); Tem Schaf- ti;{h}}n‘:;:dvzi‘::z:::rﬂuylvtlilﬁl l‘)]n
for a loaf of which represents the cities of fer, and Walter 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Junc 8.
bread or your Farmington, Farmington Hilla Christensen pre- Volunteors are needed to help
monthly power and Novi, cannot legally prevent sent check for with weeding, planting flowera,
bill, But any rate incrensc by its cablo $4,400 for the painting and window washing.
chanees are, operator, solong as that i school’s baseball Participants arc also asked to
you know doea not exceed the maximum rogram o bring their own tools, such os
oxactly how allowed under a complex formu- lé, gl Vai shovels, rakes, gloves, paint
much you pay la created by federal law and aries a;’""- brushes, ete.
for cable each enforced by the Federal Commu- l,ma‘“e" club pres- The day kicks off with donuts,
COLLINS month ~ and nications Commission (FCC). zdgnt. Money was coffec and assignmenta at 9 a.m.
T you don't like Municipnl review responsibili- r:alsed frorq a and later includes lunch. In case
- it, ty is limited specifically to the Joint American of rain, volunteers will be work-
‘Recently, local franchise tier of channels defined as “basic Legion and VFW ing indoors. T
authoritics (the folks ~ usually, service” (up to channel 23). Vegas party Detroit Baptist Manor ia locat- .
citica — who rcgulate cable in  Should SWOCC's roview process reccnlf. ed at 30239 13 Mile. Sign up by -
{ndividual communities) mot identify a possible violation of calling Sandi: 539-3131.
here to discuss rates and what  the mz:iximum, this would be -
we can do about them. It looks reported to the FCC. “ﬁr M M o
as though most residents in the This year, as with past rate ell-LUlSherS glve dlr@CtO" Of A roll for the blind

Metro area are prying anywhero
botween $23 and $40 for basic
and expandcd basic channels
(channcls 1-64 & 76 in Farming-
ton, Farmington Hills and Novi).
We pay $29.02 for this service.
You may recall that Jast sum-
mer, the FCC ruled that Time
Warner was to refund rates (65
conts per iber), but that

hikes, we hired a consultant to
conduct this review. For the
increase that went into cffect in
January, wo have not found any

violations. In the past, we have

found violations, This resulted in
an $88,727 refund to subscribers
in service rates in April 1994
and a total $44,323 refund in
installation charges in D

Time Warner appealed this deci-
sion. After numerous filings ...
they filed, we filed, thoy filed
again ... the FCC handed down
ita “final” decision rocently. It
hap accepted Timo Warner's
ameaded filings and now finds in
Time Warnor's favor.

So, to mako a long atory short,

-_-yQt won't be getting a refund on

last year's cable rates, The FCC
has also accepted the rato that
Time Warner is charging this

year.

This possible refund involved
only the expanded basic tier
(channels 1-64 & 76) which the
FCC regulntes. But the FCC
would never have investigated
this if SWOCC had not filed on
your behalf, When rates went

_ up, we received calls and letters
which was enough for us to com-
plete the appropriate paperwork
and send it on to the FCC.

— . Although the FCC's final deci-

sion was not in the subscriber’s
favor this time, we will continue
to file on your behalf whenever
we hear from you.

+ What, if any, control does your
city have regarding the cable
company's charges to sub-

rge:
of 1994 ($1.26 to each sub-
scriber).

The rate process §s cumbor-
some and costly. That's why
Congress had originally called
for a sunset of this regulation in
1999 when it thought there
would be offective competition
that would regulate rates. But
that competition has not
oecurred. So now there's talk on
Capitol Hill of extending regula.
tion until there is effective com-
petition,

Here in the Metro area,

Ameritech provides cable compe- .

tition in upwards of 25 communi-
ties. The troublo is, that FCC
research and our own local sur-
veys have found that rates did
not go down when Ameritech
entered the picture. We'll contin-
ue to explore all possible optiona
to ensure that you pay the low-
est rates possible for cable ser-
vice, -

Caren Collins is the cxecutive
director of the Southwestern
Oakland Cable Commission. The
next SWOCC meeting is at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 29, at Farming-
ton Hills City Hall.

Special Services big sendoff

Farmington Hilla Special Ser-
vices director received a sendoff’
akin to one of the sports his
department oversees,

Amid a fow fouls balls, many
well-wishers drove home the
highlights of Dan Potter's 12
yéars with the city at his
ronst/retirement party May 21.
Some 150 people attended the
event at the William Costick
Activities Center,

City Manager Danicl Hobbs
commended Potter’s many
accomplishments, which includ-
od service on the Parks end
Recreation Commission, the
Commission on Aging, the Coun-

. ® Built Farmington Hills Ice

Activities Center,

There have been other high-
lights, teo, Hobbs added. Under
Potters’ stewardship:

M Tho city bought and devel-
oped Picneer, Woodland Hilla
and Founders Sports Park.

Arena. .

B Created the senior adults and
teens transportation programs.

W Created a mobile recreation
program.

B Expanded and improved San
Marino Golf Course.

M Guided the expansion of the
Senior Adult Nutrition Program.

M Helped create the Farming-

cil of C and
the Interagency Council.
Hobbs cited Potter’s leadershi

C ity Arts Council.
Helped initiate the Council
i and tho

n
n
of Ci

in helping the community pass
the recent parks millage.

“Ho made sure that the right
kind of {nformation was out
before the public a0 that thoy
could make an informed deci-
sion,” Hobbs said. “App

. usngo and outdoor education.
1of Admini

Interagency Council,

M Improved athletic fields.

W Established a partnership
with Farmington Schools for ficld
and facility maintenance, ficld

Pln down: Jared St?!ﬂett, 12, of Farmington Hills,
who has been blind since birth, recently bowled in
his third bowlathon for Seedlings Braille Books
for Children. For every $10 raised through the
bowlath ther I ¢ Braille book is pro-

this new ten-year, $20 million
program will be ono of Dan's
greatest legacies to the city.”
During, Potters’ 12.year
tenure, the city also acquired
more than $5 million in grants
for park development and
bought and renovated what
became the William Costick

Let's set the scene here: You're in the
phone. The doorbell rings. it's one of our carriers who wants to collect for
your hometown newspaper. So, now you can ignore the bell, climb the
stairs, hang up, or worse yet, waste someone else’s time while you ask them
to wait while you answer the door.
= It'stime to do the simple, easy thing and just mail your payment.
™ Because when you do, you will receive 14 months for the price of 12.
You can't beat a deal like that.

I_Imnldllh to office pay and receive 14 months of my hometorm
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d a department
that doubled in size from 1886 to

vided to blind children and their families.
1998. .
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has made a special purchase of top quality golf clubs al a speclal price that allows
averyone to Join In the sportt
{Viustrations Ars Reprasentative- Sets My Vary)

§ Now Mens’
Now Naw Lagies’ § Womens'
Junior Sets Starter Sets Full Sals
5292 $69% g%
] 099 Vahoe) 3 o) -

e e ] HUARRY! Supplies Limlted (1700 Sats Available Chainwide)
: JusTees |1« Brighton 810-227-6877 + Keego Harbor 248-681-2138

H Gewes, 1t + Farmington Hils 248-737-0070 ¢ Rochester Hills 248-650-5300
H it tho purchase of Clubs EEEHECEVAR » Utica 810-731-5530 « Waterford 248-674-8220

 AGreat
Money Market Savings Rate!
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Our Dlamond Money Market .
offers @ great rate with: . i

@ Norisk (DIC nsured) - -
« Low minimum balance of only $5.000*

@ Immediate access to funds
Call 1-800:758-0733 (or detalls -
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