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the responsibility to do some-
thing about it.”

Over the years, the zoo played
a:tole in the community by grow-
ing truck gardens to help allevi-

-~ ate, food shortages during the
Depression and providing jobs

Dotroit through bond sates for
the renovation of the Bird House
built in 1926, The Wildlifo Inter-
pretive Gallery offers visitors the
chance to learn more about ani-
mals and the zoo by viewing art,

such as building the animal hos-
pital and administrative build-
ings vin the Federal Works Pro-
ject Administration from 1836-
39, Todny, the community is giv-
ing back.

If.you haven't visited the zoo
Iately, you'll bo surpriscd by the
changing landscape. The Detroit
Zgological Socicty nnd its con-
tributors play a major role in tho
park's new lease on life. The
community-supported Society
contributed $1.6 million to the
$6,6 million raiscd by the City of

a film, or the
butterNy/hummingbird garden
and coral reef aquarium, But the
gallery is just one part of a mas-
ter plan according to Detroit Zoo-
logical Society president Randall
Stubbs,

A new River Otter Exhibit
opened in 1897, They're building
a home for red pandn bears
that's scheduled to open in about
four weeks. They're suro to
attract visitors just as the Cali-
fornia sea lions and harbor seals
frolicking in the pool do now.

*Tho zoo is becoming a big part

SUCCEES fompoge 51

of the community,” said Stubbs.
“When asked why people come
here, why people donate, they
say what tho 200 means to them
and their families. Proof of the
z00's importance to tho commu-
nity is our volunteers, Qur edu-
cation program couldn’t run
without volunteers. We had more
than 700 volunteers laat year
donating 42,000 hours.”

The world’s first amphibian
conservation center scheduled
for groundbreaking in Juno will
house nearly il of the zoo's 450
amphibians including the tiny
golden mantella frog that sounds
like n cricket. The Amphibian
Conservation House will cost
approximately $3 million and bo
completed by summor of 1989,
The frogs and salamanders are

now located in the Holden Muse-
um of Living Reptiles and
Amphibinns.

“We decided to focus on
amphibians bocause very fow
zoo0s do,” said Andy Snidc‘r, cura-

“A thi

will build o new animal hospital.

Chief veterinarinn Dr. Dalen

Agnew said the design will com-

bine clements from state-of-the-

art animal hospitals across the

country. Already the hospital has
kA & o

tor of herpetol
are generally considered second
class citizens”

At the end of this year, ground
will atso be broken for the Arctic
Ring of Life polar bear exhibit,
acheduled for completion in
December of 1899,

“It's probably the largest polar

_bear exhibit in the world and

will have an underground tunnel
where polar bears will swim
around visitors,” said Stubbs.
“No one's ever done it before for
marine animals”

In the next five years, the zoo

[

and ultrasound machino thanks
to the gencrosity of the South-
cast Michigan Veterinary Associ-
ation. On the ultrasound screen,
the bladder of & Maine wolf
helps dingnose an ebstruction.
From Siberian tigers to waxy
tree frogs, the staff performs
aurgery and runs diagnostic
tests frequently after sedating
the nnimals with o blow dart

gun.
In the meantime, thure‘f a '}xwf

ity in the country devoted to the
tuxedoed birds. According to Tom
Schneider, curator of birds, the
Penguinarium will receive an
updatiog of the ventilation and
cooling system for tho public and
a new floor, Originally opened as
an Iceacape in 1968, the Pon-
guinarium was renovated
in1986. Today, the Rockhopper,
Macaroni, King, and blue pen-
guin waddle around @
Stonescape resembling an Aus-

trolion shoreline much like their

natural habitat. Bucketa of
mackerel and smelt are supple.
mented with vitamins and min-

erals.
“We'ro trying to find more and
more woys to l:ring };:eophax in end
the g

to threo year plan to r
the Penguinarium, the first facil-

not P
said zoo director Ron Kngan.

making sure cight performance
venues are properly prepared
with grand pianos and mokeshift
stages.
And, of course, that's not even
' publicity ochedul

which- Okun described as based
an.the principle *if it can go
wrong it will”

With a big-name artistic direc-
tor,; Jomes Tocco, an impressive
list'of internationnlly known

icians, an acclaimed comp:
ervin-residence program and a
growing list of corperate spon-
sars, not much is going wrong.

Not a far stretch
Despite likely competigg on
some days with Red Wings play-

“We plug'intu the differont

off games, Okun expects an
unprecedented resp to this
yoar's festival.

Attendance is expected to sur~
paas last year's where about
5,000 tickets were sold.

Considering that many of the
performances arc in venues that
sent less than 300, that would be
an impressive turnout.

“Chamber music is a flexible
medium. You don't need 100 peo-
ple on stage,” said Okun. “Our
gon! has been to streteh further
into tho community.”

The strategy to perform at
community venues, including
Protestant and Catholic church-
cs, chapels, synagogues, muae-
ums and the Detroit Zoo makes
good marketing sense.

Sounds of Spring

.CHOIR & ORCHESTRA

Mass - Opus 4 for Cholr, Sololsts,
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by Camlie Saint-Saens

itkets for Ahz.{[(rmjcananmm ($10 semiors and students). »
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May 31, 1998
“£:00 pt.
Concerto for Organ,
Harp and Strings
by loward Hansan

Organ Concerto
by George Fridesic Handcl

-5210.

of the religious
and culturn) communities,” said
Okun. *Collnboration je ceritral
to attracting an audience.”

International stature

This year, the festival has
expanded from two to three
weeks. In just five years, tho fes-
tival hos grown from six musi-
cians playing five concerts to 17
international musiciana collabo-
rating on 20 performances.

The result has been height-
encd international stature for
the fostival. These days, the
Grent Lakes Chamber Music
Festival is often mentioned along
with other top festivals in Seat-

tle, Santa Fe, Norfolk and Sara-
sata.

“Our stars arc James Tocco
and Ruth Laredo,” said Okun,
referring to the world imed

er-in-residence program has
attracted top Americen come
posars. Last year, John
Corlgliano, who had just won
three Gri was tho guest

pianists from Detroit.

“Having James works on so
many lovels. Many musicians
come here for an opportunity to
play with him."

Toceo will make his festival
debut next Saturday, June 6,ina
program of Debussy and Rach-

composer.

This year, the music of Joan
Tower, considered one of the
leading international composers,
will be featured in a June 14 con-
cert at Tample Beth E1 Chapel.

Taming infl

manioff at St. Hugo'a S y
in Bloomfield Hilla, Ovor the
subaequent two weeks, he'll is
schedule to play in nearly all the

conceris,

In addition to o repertoire
filled with the works of Russian
the festival's P

The festival’s opening perfor-
mance on Sunday will be held at
the Detroit Zoo's Wildlife Inter-
pretive Gallery. It is one of the
two family concerts in the fosti-
val lineup.

In the rotunda at the restored

neo-classical building where an
exhibit of butterflies and hum-
mingbirds flutter, pianist Lare-
do, Stophen Dubov and the
Detroit Chamber Winds will per-
form a concert with a decidedly
z00-like appeal, including “Ani-
mal Ditties” by Plog and “Peter
and the Wolf® by Prokofiev.

At the only zoo in the world
with a permanent art collection,
the concert is o way to further
diversify the type of cultural
events at the zoo, said Gerry
Craig, curator of the zoo’s inter-
protive gailery.

Likewise, at many of the other
venues, the festival provides an
opportunity for people to explore
a music no longer relegated to
the chambers of the aristocracy.
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“It was incredible to have Kool
Koith on-the record. Working
with him blew the song up,”
Chris Peters said.

“Having a guest rapper on &
song, it's sometimes difficult to
make it work. Ho worked really
hard to make it cohesive,” Drew
Peters added.

For the first single, “I'm Fine (1
Find)" Chtis and Drew Petors
went to New York where Hill's
bandmate Pros agreed to free-
form rap during a break in the
song.
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Tronically, that song was not
supposed to be on the record,
Drew and I (produced) that one
by oursclves one weekend,” Chris
Peters said.

‘The normally collective, self-
assured Chria Peters admitted
that he was awestruck when
Pras walked in the room.

“It's like, he's o star,” he said
with a smile.

Switching gears

Growing up in West Bloom-
field, the Peters brothers found
themselves inspired by the
diversity of Detroit radio. The
duo flipped between the urban
sounds of Run-D.M.C. and rock,

“Our generation is.the firat
generation of white kida to grow
up surrounded by those heavy
urban sounds. Where the genera-
tion before us might still cite the
Beatles as the most influentinl
band of their time, for us it's
more like Run.D.M.C.,”
explained Chria Peters.

“We're kind of like the Electri-

Who: Getaway Crulser
What: Opens for Swervedriv-

ar

When: Sunday, June 7.
Doors open at 8 p.m,

Where: The Shelter below
St, Andrew’s Hall, 431 E.
Congress, Detroit.

Why: In support of Its self-
titled debut for Sony 550
Musle which hits stores Tues-
day, June 2.

How: Tickets are $10 in
advance for. the all-ages show.
Far more information, call
(313) 961-MELT or visit
http://www.861melt.com or
http://www. getawaycrulser,
com

Other related events:

Getaway Cruiser will appear
on "The Ralph Valdez Pro-
gram” from 10 p.m. to mid-
night Monday, June 1, on
WDET 101.9 FM. The band
will perform songs from the
album and give away copies to
fisteners.

fying Mojo meets Arthur Penbal-
low,” Drew Peters added with a
laugh, referring the former
WJLB and current WRIF DJs.

A fan of jnzz and showtunes,
Harrison was studying opera at
the University of Michigan when
she met the Peters’ brothers,
slong with drummer Dan Carroll
and bassist Mark Dundon,

“At the time I joined the band,
1 was really unhappy in school. I

was going to the Univeraity of
Michigan music school in a clas-
sical conservatory that looked
down on pop and rock music and
anything that isn't taught in o

1 * Harrison explained
via telephone from her mothers
home in Saginaw where she
retreated to sleep in a “real bed.”

“I was hoving a lot of problems
like not wanting to be in school
and wanting to be in o band.”

That desperation is captured
in_the words of Harrison, who
had never written lyrica until
joining Getaway Cruiser. In
many of the songs including *I'm
Fine (I Find)" and “Not Yet
Gone,” Harrison is trying to per-
suade listener to balieve that
she's OK.

“It came from a number of
things. I was constantly reassur-
ing myself that everything I was
doing waa good. And partially it
ceme from relationshipa. Any-
time you lose someone you care
about, you reassure yourself that
you're a valid person.”.

Driven by rock

All those musical influcnces
are wrappod into the vehicle
known as “Getaway Cruiser.”
Lead by Chris Peters’ sultry gui-
tar, “Something About You* ia
topped off with a bluesy harmon.
ica solo. “Come to Stay” carries
the feel of an carly 1980s synth-
pop song. “Bad Time" teascs the
listener with a simple beat and
an accordion,

“Gotaway Cruiser” also
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inciudes a cover of Tony Toni
Tone's “Let's Get Down,” which
infuses drum loops, turntable
scratching and, of all things, an
accordion. One cover song that
didn't make ths cut was a ver-
sion of Dapeche Mode's
*“Stripped” with Getaway Cruiser
joining rapper Schooly D.

“We couldn't figure out where
it fit in, It was really cool. It was-
n't goofy at all,” Chris Peters
explained.

The band’s version of Aaliyah's
*If Your Gir] Only Knew” and a
remix of its own “Taking Awny"
by Livonia’s Warren Defever
pops up on a four-track self-
titled EP that will be sold at per-
formances.

Despite its guest stars and
hip-hop influences, “Getaway
Cruiser” is a rock record.

"A lot of people focus on the
fact that we use turntables,
loops, a porta-studio, and things
like that in our record, but we

really see ourselves as an Ameri- -

can rock band. Rock ‘n' roll has
nlways been an amalgam of a Jot
of things, and we're building on
that tradition,” explained Chris
Peters,

OU presents
children’s opera

Onkland University’s Depart-
ment of Music, Theatre and
Dance presents Engelbert
Humperdinck's apooky opera,
“Hansel and Gretal,” through
May 31 in Varnor Recital Hall.

Performances 10 a.m. Thurs-
day-Friday, May 28-29; 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, May 29-30; and
2 p.m. Sunday, May 31. Tickets
for matinee performances are $5,
tickets for woekend porfor-
mances are $12 general admie-
sion, $10 seniors, $6 students.
Call {248) 370-3013.

adaptation of the original
German opera fontures English
lyries and spoken dialogue.
Characters spenk directly to the
audience, and the climactic scene
between tho witch and the chil-
dren offers the opportunity for
bewitching technical effects.

Michae! Gillespie, hend of the
thenter program, is the state
director for the opera. Michael
Mitchell, newly appointed head
of choral activities, is the musi-
cal director, and John-Paul
White, head of the voice pro-
gram, is the vocal coach,

Alternating casts of “Hnnsel
and Gretel” include talented
singers and dancers from the
deportment's muajcas thenter
and vocal music programs,,

‘The role of Hansel is sung by
Lisa Agazzi of Rochester Hills.

_ David Havasi of Rochester sings

ShC fdied uls, The Mandman 18
sung by Andrew Owen of Beverly
Hilla, and the Dew' Fairy i»
played by Kelloy Bonner of West
Bloomficld.




