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Concert explores ‘Mountains, Valleys & Steppes’

Doreen Zawadiwskyi beli

. Y
in promoting Ukrainian talent.
When Zawadiwskyi first met
Livonia Symphony Orchestra
conductor Volodymyr Schesiuk at
St. Josephat Ukrainian Cathelic
Church in Warren more than
four yenra ago, his credentials s
a musicion in Ukraine impreased
her 8o much that she helped him
write a resume. :

Schesiuk, choir director at St.
Josephat, conducted the Krgyes-
tan Stats Opera and Ballet The-
ater and Lviv Philharmonic
Symphony Crchestra, and was
conductor-in-residence for the
Bolshoi Theater and Kremlin
Palace of the former U.S.S.R.
before immigrating to the United
States in 1891,

Schesiuk, in turn, was
impressed with Zawadiwskyi's
devotion to classical music and
asked her to join the Livonia
Symphony's board of dircctors.
Now, the two have planned a
program to introduce Ukrainion
music to the community. The
final concert of the Livonia Sym-
phany'a 1997-98 season showcas-
es Ukraine's music, rich in the
legends of the rolling steppes
and the Carpathian Mountains,
and paya tribute to the beauty of
the country’s rivers, vitality of its
folk songs and ballads, and skill
of the Cossack riders.

“The Ukrainian community is
very proud of {ts musical her~
itage and would like to present it
to the Detroit aren,” said Zawadi-
wkayi, o Rochester Hills resi-
dent. "o are also proud to have
such a talented musician as
Maestro Volodymyr Schesiuk in
our community.”

When Schesiuk approached
the Livonia Symphony board of
directors with the idea for the
concert last year, he originally

l:hdnlﬁn Romana Lypeckyz

wanted it to take place in War-
ren, the heort of the Ukrainian
community in the metro Detroit
area. Overruled on the location
but undaunted, Schesiuk, simply
renssessed the way in which he
would seck the Ukrainian com-
munity’s support. In March of
1997, then Livonia Symphony
Society president Betty Jean
Awroy sent a letter to Ukrainian
community organizations asking
for help in funding the concert.
From that letter the Committee
in Support of Ukraine's Musical
Heritage of Metropolitan Detroit
was formed. So far, about $6,000
has been raised for the concert
estimated to cost $12,000., '
Among those donating funds
are the Ukrainian Self Reliance
Credit Union, Ukrainian Cultur-
al Center, Ukrainian Future
Credit Union, Market-Max
America Realty, Ukrainian Folk
Dance Enzemble, Ukrainian

Marko Faron

American Center, Ukrainian
National Women's League
{branch 58), and tool and manu-
facturing companies.

“The concert is a way to show
the American people our music
heritage,” anid Zawadiwskyi,
“The Ukrainian community is
working hard selling ticketa and
trying to help Volodymyr Sche-
siuk, one of our Ukrainian musi-
cians.”
Ukrainian
Ukrainians

Since his arrivl in tho aren in
1991, Schesiuk has come into
contact with many Ukrainian
musicians, Two of tho di

music by

lived in Lviv, Ukraine. Vynnyt-
sky, who moved to New York in
1991, plays Tchaikoveky’s “Piano
Concerto No, 1.” Vynnytsky stud-
ied at the Lviv Music School for
Gifted Children and later the
Moscow Conservatery. After
enrning a doctorate degree in
1983 from the Moscow Conserva-
tory, he taught at the Kiev Con-
servatory, Vynnytsky has per-
formed with leading orchestras
of Ukraine and Poland and at
Carnegie Hall. His list of record-
ings include works by Mozart,
Bortniansky, Chopin and Liszt
for Kobza Productions (Kiev-
Toronto, 1988), modern Ukraini-
an composer Myroslav Skoryk
for Yevshan Records {Montreal),
and archival recordings of
Tchaikovsky's First Piano Con-
certo and Britten's “Young Apol-
10" concerto for the Ukraini

Chorus of North America, which
Mountalns, Valleys &
Steppes

What: A concert recognizing
Ukralinlan musical heritage
from the rolling steppes to the
Carpathlan Mountains.

When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
May. 30.

Whare: Churchltl High School,
8900 Newburgh, (north of Joy
Road}, Livonia.

Cost: $12.50, $25 sponsor-
ship tickots, and available by
calling {248) 645-6666/(734)
421-1111/(248) 6560306 or
at the Llvonia Civic Center
.Library, 32777 Flve Mile Road,
{east of F Road).

Broadeasting Corp. (Kiev).

“It will be like theater on
stage,” said Schesiuk, “For the
opening camposition I would like
to show a Ukrainian pianist, the
winner of many competitions in
Paris, playing a piece that every-
body knows. After intermission,
there will be different kinds of
Ukrainian music. I chose some
very modern musie, like
“Orestein’ by an award-winning

It's o new i
for the audience. It's melodrama.
It’s the first time performed here
but has been performed at festi-
vals in Europe.”

Troy dentist Marko Farion, a
leading authority on Ukrainian

i 1 and oral traditi will

are guest artists on the program
- mezzo-soprano Christina
Romana Lypeckyz and baritone
Jerome Cisaruk who sing a duet,
“Cossack Beyond the Danube.”
Schesiuk knew pianist
Volodymyr Vynnytsky when bath

. narrate Olexander Kozarenko's

“Qrestein.” Dr. Farion appeared
with the LSO in 1995 performing
on the bandura, a string instru-
ment which is a croas between
the lute and harp. He's played
with the Ukrainian Bandurist

won the Taras Shevchenkow
State Award for musical achieve-
ment (Ukraine's highest cultural
honor), for more than 20 years.
Ho is also a bass soloist with the
Detroit Concert Choir, winner of
“Choir of the World" in Wales in
1996 and with the St. Josaphat
Ukrainian Catholic Church
chair.

“There's a lot of music from
Ukraine that's good classical
music that's known in Eastern
Europe that's unknown in this
country and that's why thia con-
cert is important,” said Dr. Fari-
on. “Oresteia’ is very modern. It
was written in Ukraine. As a
bandurist, ! know early min-
strels told the oral form of a
story that taught common folk
the history. This ia a Greek

tragedy and takes a step further

back in time."
Romana Lypeckyz, who sings

“Cossack Beyond the Danube®”
with baritone Jerome Cisardk,
was born in Ukraine, She mov
to Germany s a child and stud:”
jed piano and voice with hu
band and wife Ukrainian mu
cians Zenovia and Zinovyi Lysko, -
She has appeared in more thon
700 concerts and recitals’
throughout the U.S,, Canada,
Italy, and Ukraine. She has sung <
with the Michigan Opera The*
atre, Michigan Lyric Opera.
Verdi Opera Theatre of Michi:*
gan, and the Livonia, Bloomficld :
Hills, Pontiac, Dearborn,
‘Warren symphony orchestras.
Cisaruk was also born” ih’
Ukraine. He lef as  child and *
at the end of World War II sct
tled with his parents in o Dis~'

- placed Personsa' camp in Ger-

many. He has been o member-af
the Ukrainian Bandurist Chofipl
since 1971, Cisaruk began volee:
training ot Oakland University
in Rochester where he received & -
scholarship to study with Ceanre-*
Baromeo, formerly a leading
bass with Milan's La Scala. He.
has also appeared as n bass
soloist with the LSO and School-
craft Community Choir and suni
with the Michigan Opera The~
atre and Detroit Symphony Cho-

rus.

“Cossack Beyond the Danube'
is classical music, opera buffa,
drama with comedy,” said Sche-
siuk. “It's a historical moment
when Cossacks went beyond the,-
Danube.” .-

Also on the program are “Hut-
suls Pictures” by Skoryk and
“Holiday" from Carpathisn
Rhapsody” by Levko Kolodub..*

“Holiday is the great finale
with rich orchestration,” said
Schesiuk. *It's the folklore of.
Carpathian people.” :

DSO completes tour in Neeme Jarvi’s hometown:

(This is the last in o scries.of
diary reports on the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra’s European
tour) R
BY ERVIN BIONROE .
PRIXCIPAL FLUTIST, DSO

Day 18 ~ Thursday, May 14:
We are on our way to the “Motor

arts and music capital, Vienna,
Austria. It's a travel day with ne
evening concert and we are anx-
ious to get en route. Boarding
the plane was not easy, and the
long line of musicians in the
rather warm access tunncl bare-
ly moved. The mooing and baa-
ing storted, nlong with a lot of
laugh and a ition of a

t, Ger-
many. We left our hotel in Dis-
scldorf and arrived at the afrport
in o timely fashion.

Stuttgart’s concert hall, the
Liederhalle, has a striking inte-
rior. Lush blue decor is punctu-
ated by a balcony that spirals
around the hall and sweeps
down to the main floor on one
side. Piccoloist Jeffrey Zook, of
Royal Oak, described it like this:
*It's like playing inside o wed-
ding cake!” The concert went
extremely well. After one of our
soft melodic encores, I heard a
lady in the front section sigh and
utter “schotn,” meaning “pretty”
A number of Chrysler represen-
tatives from Detroit were in
Stuttgart nnd nttended our per-
formance. As in Detroit, this city
was buzzing with the news of the
Daimler-Benz and Chrysler
merger.

Day 19 - Friday, May 15:
Today we leave Europe's motor
capital, and travel to Europe’s

sort cnsued. We had a “moo-off
and a baa-off,” but orcheatra
membera did not fare well.
Leslie Dunner, our resident con-
ductor, easily won the “moo” cat-
egory, and Jill Woodward, public
relations director, was voted the
best “baa-er”

Day 20 - Saturday, May 16
We finally arrived in Vienns, o
truly amazing city. We have
until 7:30 p.m. this evening to
soak up the sights and sounds of
the “city of Mozart.” Everywhere
ono turns, there’s another con-
cert hall, museum, park, or stun-
ning architectural wonder. ’

We performed at the Konz-
erthaus which was located a
block from our hotel.

The Konzerthaus is a resonant
halt in a classic style. The bal-
cony comes down both sides of
the hall and big pillars rise from
the balcony to the ceiling. We
played several encores for the
apprecintive crowd.

Day 21 - Sunday, May 17:
We are all excited about going to
Prague, capital of the Czech
Republic. This will be the first
time the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra has played in one of
the countries previously behind
the Iron Curtain, We aro sched-
uled to fly with Czech Airlines
and are bussed from the termi-
nal to the aircraft, Bogos
Mortchikian, violinist from Livo-
nia, i8 standing next to me on
the shuttle. *It's an old Russian
jot,” he grawled when the plane
came in sight. He knew from
personal experience, as he
defected from a Russian orches-
tra while on tour in the late '60's,

We barely had time to check
into our Prague hotel before
departure time for the concert.
It was interesting to note that
there is no shortage of labor
here. We had many attendonts
during dinner, and now have a
tour guide for each bua ride. Our
viait to the Czech Republic
reveals many outstanding archi-
tectural landmarks, but also a
struggling and impoverished
country.

The inner city of Prague is
extraordinarily beautiful and
under ongoing restoration, but
the larger part of the city is fair-

Second Gty
(ast”

Tix (313) 965
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SHOWS WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY
Wed., Thur. & Sun. ONLY $10 ==

C O M.EDY

1y depressing.

Prague's recently restored Art
Noveau concert hall is breath-
taking, with vaulted ceilings,
reccssed decorative lighting,
sculptures on each side of the
stage — and great acoustics. We
rise to the challenge of the day
and give one of dur best wncnr}s

stack of pounds, pesetas, forinta
and marks for good old-fash-
ioned American greenbacks. |
Estonia i3 a tiny country, sell-
governed since 1990, when Sovi-
et occupation finally came to an
end. The orchestra has been
booked into the Hotel Viry, the
only hotel in Talli:m thLM. was

Day 25 - Wednosday, May :
20: Today we fell in love with .
Tallinn. The Old Town, as they
call it, is only blocks from our?l
hotel and it is enchanting. Our:
first impression of the city:
(which during our drive from the
airport appeared drab and unin-{

so far. The audi resp
accordingly, clapping along with
our encore, the “Stars and
Stripes.”

Day 22 - Monday, May 18:
‘We are on our way to Budapest,
Hungary. When we arrive, we
have only a few hours to sightsee
or nap. I joined the nappers as
the previous day had been stren-
uous. Our concert is in a new
auditorium next to the hotel. It
is a plensant-sounding room,
lined in wood designs of different
shades. We were. honored to
count the President of Hungary
among the audience.

Day 23 - Tuesday, May 18:
The DSO concludes its month-
long tour in Tallinn, Estonia,
hometown of our Maestro,
Neeme J#rvi. Prior to arriving
at our final destination, we
found a money exchange at the
airport that would take all of the
left-over currencies we had from
the many countries. I traded a

“FINAL WEEKS - FOR

THIS SHOW! -

presented by

"THEATRE .

open to foreig g! its
repressive history. The story told
to us is that when a Finnish
businessman bought it and
began a restoration, they had to
remove all manner of listening
devices from the walls.

Our concert is at 7 p.m. and we
walk to the hnll through a park
square. The hall is very small,
with a light colored interior
accented by delicate plaster-
work. Columns rise from the bal-
cany much like the Konzerthaus
in Vienna. Qur performance was
very maving, beginning with the
national anthems of the United
States and Estonin, The cameras
of Estonian Television were posi-
tioned everywhere to record
these historic cancerts.

CALL THE

ia now The !
people are very friendly and the«
shops are full of handmade items
of all descriptions. H

A very tired but happy orches-;
tra played our final concert!:
Marcus Schoon, bassoanist from.
Troy, told me in the hallway, “I.
feel T ean finally relax. Every day;
of touring is intense. One eved:
goes to sleep thinking about.
tomarrow's travel and perfon-.
mance. [ can feel my body!
unwinding already.” ]

Following the concert, we were.
treated to a fine dinner party by
Maestro Jarvi and Mrs. Jami.;
We go home carrying with
wonderful memories of this tour:

Home sounds really good.

LIVINRT UINE:
—

. mysic theatre

330 e i e K

Ataaans

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER
(213) 705-7500

‘Next to-the Fex Theatre .
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