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Hollywood ‘dezilla’ just another trip to Jurassic Park

&/ - Are
JOHN
MONAGHAN

been comprised of

guy in a rubber suit kicking
Tenko trucks and stomping
model kit versions of Tokyo?

_For all his faults, Godzilla was

Size
mean
Sure, Hollywood
apent $120 mil-
lion to make
Godzilla look
moro realistic,
but he's also lost
his soul.

Soul? you ask
incredulously.

about the snme
Godzilla, who,
B sinco his first
sereen appearance in 1964, has

dedicated and unapologetic whon
it came to his dubious oxpleita.
And I was right there with him,
Like most kids, 1 watched
Godzilla (in the pre-cable days,
when Channel 7 really was
Channel 7) battle that giant lob-
ster on the 4:30 p.m. movie.
Unlike most adults, I still think
theso movies have a kind of
kookio merit.

The now *Godzilla™ is the prod-
uct (and I stroas product) of

docsn't
aquat.

wo talking

homage.

After all the hype about what
QGodzilla looks like, our man ia
nothing more than a cross
between a Kimodo dragon and a
T-Rex. Heck, he's not even o man
anymore, but a new breod of
asexual reptile who lays eggs

from which apring a wholo nest.

of hungry baby dinoaaurs. It
might a8 well be called “Jurassic

- Park 87

Still, expect a wink or two to
loyal fans. An early scene with

Roland Emmerich and Dean
Devlin, of “Ind

tors of

the Ji fishing boat that

dence Day.” In that summer
mega-hit, alien space ships were
the villains and, though it looked
like the script aa well aa tho spo-
cial offects were generated by
computor, it paid a decent

a Japanese

becomes the lizard king'a firat
on-screon meal has the proper
atmosaphere. The one surviving
scaman, cyes rolling into the
back of his head, keeps repeating
“Gojira, Gojira,” (the original

movico’s Japaness title), which
the American media butchers as
Godzilla.

New York's skyscrapers and
labyrinth streets provide a fit-
ting home for Godzilla to roam
{what other city is so big that a
dinosaur could get lost in it?).
These acenes arc the movic's
best, as a battalion of holicopters
engage in dogfights reminiscent
of “Star Wars” .

In fact, several movies will
spring to mind when watching
tho new “Godzilla,” all of them
better.

Matthew Broderick plays sci-
entist Nick Tatopolous, plucked
from his work with mutent
Chernoby! nightcrawlers to join
the Stop Godzilla mission. If you
didn't guess from his name

King of Monsters: The giant creature, Godzilla contin-
ues his unmerciful march through the steets of Man-

Coemorous EyrecTe

tho original Toho series, when
Godzilla really was, a8 the origi-
nal movio's extended title sug-
gests, “King of Monaters,”

John Monaghan welcomes”
your calls and commenta. Yau..
can listen to him WYUR-131Q.,
AM 6:60 a.m. Fridays. To leapp
John a voice mail message, digl
(734) 953-2047 on a touch-tone
phone, mailbox 1866.

CumisTo Loss
Romance: Justin (Harry Connick, Jr.) sweeps Birdee .+
(Sandra Bullock) off her feet in “Hope Floats.”

lows F8l Speclal Agents Muldat ond ==
Scully os they are drown Into 8 web of
Inteigue whila investigating the mystom
ous bombing of o Dattas office bultinge

- Scheduled to open Friday, June 26 °

*POCTOR DOLITTLE™

A tolentod physiclan finds ho has tho
abllity to communicate with snimals,
who, in turn, teach him a few new
things about being human. Stars Eddie
Murpty, -

Scheduied to open Friday, July 10

“LETHAL WEAPON 4°

Dotectives Mutaugh and Riggs aro
reunited In o struggle to untavel a com-
plex und deadly missien of revenge.
Stars Met Gibson,

Anothor talkfest from writor/
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one ‘E b“elzn mwi:). you lmowu:a;s
Greel uso he's got an othnic unr A
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“The Horse Whisperor”
{USA - 1998). Robert Redfard
directs and stara in this quiet
tale of o man who has the power
to heal, in this case a horse who,
along with its young rider, was
traumatized in o frenk accident.
Early Oscar predictions have
already surfaced for the film and
its oxcellent cast, including
Kristin Scott Thomns (*The
English Pationt™) and Diane
Wieat as a no-nonacnse ranch
wife, .

“Shooting Fish” (Britoin-
1898). An American romantic
caper comedy about n group of
young people who plan the per-

ect crime.

Redford Theatre - 1730
Lahser Rd. (ot Grand River),
Detroit. Call (313) 637-2560 for,
information. ($2.60) »

“This Time for Kcops”
(USA-1847). 8 p.m. Friday, May
29;"2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturday,
May 30 {organ overture begina a
half hour before showtimel,,
Esther Williams 'stars in tl
flashy MGM “aquacaper™ which

as distinction of being
nliga partially on MatRihue
Island. In fact, the pool at the
Grand Hotel waa built specially
1o film the atar's intricate swim-
ming scenes.




