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Can anything top a Bacharach bash for Ben Folds Five%

Hiding high on tho success of
tH¥ ballad "Brick,” Ben Folds is
alroady letting etardom get to

*You'd think I'm happy, but I'm
not. It’s isolating me. People
dea't understand me. I can't got
mg=deli tray right, I'm having
tHBughts about jumping out win.
dows,” said Folds, the pianist and
singer of his namesake trio Ben
Folds Five,

Calling from his home in
Chapel Hill, N.C., ho reveals hia
facetiousness.

*No,” he said with a laugh, *I'm
kidding. Everything's fine. I've
Jjust barely had time to get that
way. I've been like o machine,
which is OK. But when you come
down from being a machine, you
have two years of personal life
to deal with.”

To longtime Ben Folds Five

Semisonic pitches its seductive sound to the bedroom

Dan Wilson wanted his band's
sophomore effort to be “a bed-

room record.”
“1 imagine ahzgjng to one per-

fans, it's purprising that “Brick”
from the album “Whatever and
Ever Amon” (Sony 650 Muaic)
was the single that broke
through to mainstream radio
fans, Ben Folds Fivo is bost
known for punchy, cynical piono-
happy pop songs. Radio listencrs
passed right by the firat two sin-
glea, “Battlo of Who Could Care
Less” and "One Angry Dwarf and
200 Solemn Faces,” which show-
case that trait.

“1 think with our real fans,
that's the acid test, If you're sur-
prised it was ‘Brick’ (that was
succossful) then you're roally
happy with what we did bofore,”

- Folds said,
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But *Brick,” an i

to do “a lot of neat thingn.”

“We played the other night on
the Burt Bacharach special,” he
said of the TNT -show “Burt
Bacharach: One Amazing Night.”
Ben Folds Five, which is rounded
out by baseist Robert Sledge,
performed “Rain Drops Keep
Falling on My Head” .

“Thet was onc of the neatcst
things that wo've ever done.
do something like that, we could
quit after that. I can't think.of
much that we haven't done that
would rank up there. Wo could go
play Giants Stadium, that’s
another one on the list. Madison
Square Garden? Oh, wo never
got to be on The Muppet Show.
That'sa b " he added.

cal tale Folds and drummer Dar-
ren Joasee wrote about Folds
taking his girlfriend to an obor-
tion clinic, has allowed the band

sny. .

In the piano-driven “Made to
Last,” Wilson sings adoringly
“Beautiful onc/Asleap in the

/Secret, sweet and sublime/T

Folds, whose band {s apening
for Dave Matthews Band at
Giant Stadium on June 7, is
pleasantly surprised that “Tho

wanted as many first triea as
posaible. Like for ‘Sccret Smile,
we did & diaco version of that
song, We uuiew it away and tried
hing else”

sqmy; that I'm ing in one
ear” Wilson explained.

is intimate love letter is
“Feeling Strangely Fine,”
Béthieonic’s second release for
MCA Records.

In the addictive “Singing in

My Sleep” tells of how Wilson
was charmed by gift ho received.

“The main inspiration of that
was I got a real amazing compi-
lation tape from & woman who
wis trying to seduce ms, I think.
1t's nothing that I do very well
but Pve gotten compilation tapes
from friends and when they're
done, they're 8o powerful,” Wil-
eon said.

“There's & line in the song, Tve
been living in your cassette/It'a
the medern equivalent/Singing
up to & Capulet/On a balcony in
your mind.” Now people screnade
each other with cassettes rather
than going to somebody’s bal.
cony, taking an acoustic guitar
angd singing up to them,” he
a

dded.
b, did it seduce him? He won't

hope you last a long, long time.”

His favorito song on “Feeling
Strangely Fine” however is the
coy “DND" in which he sings
“DND/Hang the sing on the
door/DND/Don’t disturb us no
more.”

“It has the perfect combination
of passion and groove. To me it
has lots of emotion, o great
melody which {s an amazing
combination, Everything is per-
fect for my taste,” Wilson said,

He and bandmates basaist
John Munson and drummer
Jacob Slichter, alumni of WPLT's
“Planetfest,” wont into Min.
neapolis’s Seedy Underbelly stu-
dios to record “Feeling Strangely
Fine" with no plan in mind.

“We didn't plan on how to play
them (the songs) or how to
record them. I'd spring some-
thing on the guys, turn on the
tape and respond to it then and
there,” Wilson explained.

“We wanted to try to create a
process in making the album. We

B Coming to town: Minneapolis popsters Semisonic per-
rm songs off its latest album “Feeling Strangely
»

fo
Fine.

The final version of “Secret
Smile” is a laid-back, organ-led
ballad.

Semisonic also treated each
song as an individual entity aa
opposed to taking the record as o

--T--

b

Muppet Show” was recently res-
urrected,

“Maybe that's something to
conquer,” Folds said enthusinsti-

cally.

One thing that Folds isn't too
thrilled about is Caroline
Records’ release earlier this year
of “Naked Baby Photos,” a collec-
tion of b-sides, demos, and live
tracks.

“I'm glad it's documented, but I
can't say I'm proud of it as an
album. If [ were a true fan of
someone I would like to have
that album. But if I was
marginal about the band 1'd ba
pretty (ticked) off that I bought
it”

He ia proud of “Emaline,” a
song, which according to the
linor notes, was cut off its self-
titled debut (Careline R: ds)

' STREET SCENE

able with marketing an album
with 16 songs.

“I would have been really
happy for ‘Emaline’ to be n sin-
gle, but it's kind of hard to com-
peta for a single with Sony. Caro-
Jine would get squashed like a

pe,

To further promote its proper
release “Whatever and Ever
Amen,” Ben Folds Five along
with Scan Lennon is opening for
Beck on Tuesday, June 2, at Pine
Knob Music Theatre in Clark-
ston. The band's previous shows
in the area haven't been as
cushy.

Ben Folds Five, on its tour sup-
porting its 1995 self-titled debut,
had a memorable show at The
Shelter below St. Andrew’s Hall
in Detroit.

ber that b of

becausa the label wasn't comfort-

whole,

“Every aong was a scparate
project from the last. On the
‘Great Divide' {Semisonic's stun-

“Ir
the trip down the stairs with

song. We recorded more tracks
than we needed by quite a bit”

‘Whatever the process, “Feeling
Strangely Fine” is a pop gem.
Semisonic and Ath

ning debut) we probably includ.
¢d every idea we had on every
song. In the end, we had to take
some things off,” Wilson
explained.

“This time we were lavishing
attention on each individual
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“ATHRILLER WITH BRAINS,

Deep Impact’ is solid and-intelligent.~" |

. with tension, authenticity.and

heart-squeezing emotion.” cena sttt TODAY .

“ONE.OF THE MOST IMPORTANT :

FILMS YOU'LL SEE THIS SUMMER!

', A real heavy hitte:

' Ron Browington, AMERICAN URDAN RADIO NETWORKS

KICK THE SUMMER .

per-
form Wednesday, June 3, at the
7th House, 7 N. Saginaw, Ponti-

that piano. (The punk band) Peas™"
nywise was playing upstairs and

it was really loud, These two,.
kids were following me allf
around town, too,” Folds said. 23

It's the fanatics that get to you,
anyway. If your fan base is no
that big it's made up of all fana
iea. It-gets better when the mai
stream comes and washes awa;
the fanatics. They’re on to some-
thing clse. The worst it gets now
is someone knocks on my door,
takes my picture and runs”  -%
Tickets, $20 pavilion and $15°¢
lawn, are still available for the 73!
p.m. Tuesday, June 2, show at”’
Pine Knob Music Theatre, 1.76%
and Sashabaw Road, Indepen-
dence Township. For more infor—
mation, call (248) 377.0100 or 3
visit http:! fwww.palacenet.com. .
“
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]
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ac. Doors open at 8 p.m. for the ;!
18 and older show. Tickets are :
$10 in advance. For more informo-

t
tion, http:! lwww.89music.com or
call-(248) 335-8100. Semisonic’s e- |
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“SANDRA BuLLOCK DELIVERS

Tt could be Sandra Bullock’s first
Oscar’ Nomination”
Do Seehan CESTY

e M O Commet, MADEMOISELLE

“EMOTIONALLY ON TARGET.
"Hope Floats' s distinguished by its acring”
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