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from Oakland boards

* The plan to establish a'mental
health authority to oversee Onk-
land’s mental health budget —
$149 million in fiscal 1998 — has
béen in the works for almost two
‘years,
.. Thus, it's not particularly sur-
_prising that Community Mental
Health Transition Team Wed-
nesday decided to refer the plan
'to scveral other committees for
rdview.
* 1:*But we're still on target,” said
the chair of the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners, “We
held three public hearings last
week to get input,” said John P.
McCulloch, R-Royal Oak, “and

. We expect to get other input at

these meetings.”

~Before the plan comes back to
the transition team June 24,
McCulloch eaid, it is expected to
bo reviewed by several or all six
gubcommittees of the County
‘Board as well as the Oakland
‘County Mental Health Board,

* which currently oversees the

tal henith budget, which in fiscal
1998 will be $149.6 million, the
largest single item in Oakland’s
total budget of $556.8 millien.
Currently, the delivery of ser-
vices — and the budget — is

overseen by a 12-member mental

health board that includes four
county commissioners.

But the county board has been
looking ot establishing an
authority for two years for two
muoin reasons. An suthority
would have more flexibility, and
the autonomous agency would
reduce or climinate the county’s
financinl Jiability if the Michigan
Dopartment of Public Health
reduces its subsidy.

The atate currently provides
80 percent of the mental health
budget. But county officials
worry Oakland would have to
cut servicea — or raise taxes — if
the state reduces its montal
health budget. "

Stata public heath officials

have no plans to cut its su‘bsidy. :

But county officials — ii

VA

ments could
cause delays
on the fol-
towing Oak-
{and County
Roada this
week. Roads
are open
unless noted, Alternative routes
are advised in all instances.

75

At: Rochester Rond
Community: Troy

The north bound exit ramp will
be closed through June 17,
Detoura are posted.

98
From: Franklin west bound to
Inkster
Community: Southfield

Shoulders will be closed through
May 31.

From: 1.76 to Delevan
Communitics: Auburn Hills and
Lake Angelus

The road is being widened from
two lanes to o six lanc boule-
vard, the project is expected to
be completed by Oct. 31.

DEQUINDRE ROAD

From: Big Beaver to Wattles
Community: Troy

Dequindre is being widened from
two to five lanes. The project is
expected to be completed by Oct.
31,

EUZABETH LAXE

From: M-68 to Cass Lake Road
Community: Waterford

This section of road will be
closed through mid-June to
repair a damaged sewer line.

From: Telegraph to M-59
Community: Waterford

El Centro seeks volunteers

El Centro, a bilingual, bicul-
thi 1

executive L. Emksft}tturs‘on —

po
1of the Michigan Chapter of tho
vAlliance for the Mentajly 11l
1 (AIM), said the plan for the
:authoerity is a long way from
‘being acceptable. “It’s in limbo
pight now,” she said. “And
‘ there's a lot to be done.
“Wednesday was supposed to
bé our last meeting,” said Cum-
mins, alse a member of the tran.
sition team. “But because of the
concerns, we're going to get
input from commissioners as
well as the Community Mental
Health boord.)
-.Another advocate for recipis
' gnta of mental health services
aaid the meeting was construc-

tive.
-+ *I think Mr. McCulloch real:

*izes there are some things that -

‘heed to be addressed, and he's
“willing to do it,” said Samuel L.
 Davis, exccutive director of the
- Michigan Associntion for Chil-
- dren With Emotional Disorders.”

a
like C it

and

tural, mental
health program serving Cakland
County’s Hispanic community,

Adve

Davis are concerned that an
authority would result in less
accountability. An authority
would be run by appointees, they
note, rather than elected officials
who answer to voters every two
years at the polls,

“Accountability is a fundamen-
tal question,” said Davis. “I'd far
rather see mental health run by
Patterson (County Executive L.
Brooks Patterson) than an inde-
pendent authority that doesn’t
have to answer to voters.”

Patterson once suggested mak-
ing mental health a department
within the executive's office — a
change he said that would
assure accountability and effi-
ciency.

Although his department
heads have been involved in the
current series of mectings and
henrings, Patterson has not yet
voiced his 1 viewsa on the

E - At stake ia\con!ml\\gf the men-

propesal for an authority.
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seel who would like
to either teach English, be a
mentor/tutor, or help with daily
activities.

El Centro offers a variety of

and referral; outpaticnt treat-
ment for children, adults and
families; crisis intervention; case
management; and prevention
and community involvement pro-
grams.

For more information on pro-
grams or volunteering, contact El

services, including assessment Centro at (248) 858-5320.
An Economical AJ
Alternative to the CREMATION
F 'l‘rﬂdllﬁg’na" SERVICES, INC.
uncral Service 1-800-392-0995
$790.00 '
Pre-Planning Available
No Society or Membership Fces naset

- Same us Cash
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on Rheem” o
Air conditioners and Furnaces .

The Rheem Team! For your every |
air conditioning need, we're the new servic
force. And for o fimited time, you con get a
180 days same os cosh® on select Rheem oir
condiioners and furnaces.

Get n lavel of air conditioning service
you'd never exped.
The comfort’s coming when
you make that call

$ HOEY, CALL THE,
RESM TEAM

Fuhen you present this coupon.
Onc CUSLOMmeT, .
180 cshonthe
13 or 13 SEER. condensing
unlt or a Rheem
0090 % gas furmac. We WiiL [MpRess Yon
s«do:.\wfa‘rd‘luxllh ~ H
Offcr not valid wi 1-888-RHEEMTEAM =
other offer. .
or 6730/ IIII:'AII l)ul-ll-\l:ktllﬂ:

Half Price Sale

Storewide savings on all custom upholstery:

Choose from over 150 styles, 700 fabrics and 40 leathers
10 create a look that's exclusively yours.
Armigires and entertainment cenlers available
in more than 80 finishes. Rugs, lamps and accessories.

29 pmlonpl i gl pov
half price 4 st wes

First picee purchascd must be of greater value,
Lim# 3 ploces of same or lower cost.

* No intcrest ® No payment
« Sale €nds May 31, 1998

EXPRESSIONS

1 CUSTOM FURNITURE

880 S, Old Woodword » Birmlagham * (248) $47-8862

Mon, Nas, Wed, & frl. 10-6 © Thurs. 103 » Sun, 1.3

through July 3.

FRANKUIN ROAD

At: [-696 bridge
Community: Southfield

The bridge over I-696 will be
closed through June L.

GRAND RIVER
gt: Fumgngt%n Rond

Community: Southficld
The ramp from northbound -,
Northwestern to southbound 7°
Telegraph will be closed inter-
mittently during non-rush hour,
periods. The ramp from north-"
bound Telegraph to 1-696 and
northbound Northwestern High»
way will be closed until Oct. 300"

At: Service drive and Evergreen
Ci i

Grand River (M-5) will be
reduced to one lane in each
direction through Sept. 15.

At: Orchard Lake Road -
Community: Farmington Hills
There will be alternating lane
closures through Aug. 13.

ROCHESTER ROAD
From: M-59 to Avon Road
Community: Rochester Hills

- One lane will be closed in each

direction through July 1,

Southficld .
The left service drive lane wiltbe
cloged at Evergreen and the
right lane of the Evergreen
bridge will be closed through ..
June &. -
‘WALTON BOULEVARD 2
From: West of Sashabaw to Clg-
tonville -
Community: Waterford .
Walton is being widened from "
three to five lancs. It is limited™.
to one lane each way during con-
struction, It is expected to be '
completed by July 31. -
E
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