gPerk up
‘the patio

By DONNA MULCAITY
SPECIAL WRITER

When it comes to knowing where to
- buy patio lights, I'm completely in the
« dark. I'm not talking about landscape
lights that you stake in the ground,
but strings of lights that you can
hang arcund a cavered porch, patio or
- deck, You know, the kind that look
. like white Christmas tree lights or
' colorful plastic Chinesac lanterns or
' cabana lights. Those kind.
. Anyway, I had no iden they'd be so
hard to find. I searched for them at
. Sears, Fronks Nursery & Crafts,
Builders Square,
Home Depat, ACO
Hardware, Kmart,
Target, Kohl's, Hud-
son's and Crowloy's --
to no avail. When I
couldn't find them on
my own, I
hed ol
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French

posters

put ‘ooh la la’
into opening

It's a window shopper’s nirvana -- an
entire glass-front bay artfully devoted
to Picasso. The sunny space, at 29173
Northwestern Hwy. in Southficld, is
part of the storefront at The Print
Gallery's new location, and it beckons
passersby to stop and explore the noy-
clties within, Owner Diane DeCillis
opened her doors on April 17, after
nearly 20 yenrs in a shop half the size,
just a parking lot away.

“We'll rotate the artists in the win-

dow,” says DeCillis as she rearranges
brightly colored Picasso tableware, sta-

with its art-inspired inventory,

Cozy is quaint but there’s something
to be said for wide open spaces. And
that's just what DeCillis has in her
new digs - a contomporary light-filled
gallery with 5,000 square feot of dis-
play area,

For her grand opening in June,
DeCillis will celebrate in Parisian
stylo, An exhibit of original posters
from Willi's Wine Bar in Paris debuts
June 1 at the Gallery. The posters are
imported directly from the wine bar, an
inti 30-scat bar.and restaurant on

tionery and other quality gifit
items that bear the artist’s work,

Sir'we The Print Gollery opened in

pi‘(‘.“ at cach of those
stores, and they all

- told me the same
. DONNA  thing, "We don't carty
MULCAHY them. 1 guess the

moral of this story is

to buy patio lights at
Christmns time when they're cnsier
to find. Oh well. While I was looking
for those lights, I came across some
other thinga to help make relaxing
outdoors even more enjoyable.

If you like sitting around a camp-

- fire or cozying up next to a fireplace,

. then you'd probably like a chiminea.
What's a chiminea? It's a Mexican
terra cotta fireplace that you can
place on your patio or deck. (But
plense follow the directions carefully
and keep children and pots away

. .from it beeause the exterior can get
very hot.)

Chimineas provide welcome
warmth on cool evenings, add ambi-
ence and burn nromatic wood to keep
mosquitoes away. Estes Park’in
downtown Rochester is one store that
carries them (§125-$175). For more
information, call Estes Park, which
specializes in unique furnishings for
the home, cottage and garden, at

. (248} 6566-4443.
© Most people know that citronelln
. condles gre uscful in repelling mos-
. quitoes. But did you know that cit-
. ronetla is n tatl aromatic grass grown
. primarily in Sri Lanka? I didn't, until
- I read it on a sign at Cost Plus
World Market, which has stores in
. Rochester Hills, Westland and a new
: location in Troy, opening June 4.
: You can find citronella candles in a
+ varicty of whimsical shapes, sizes and

. colors, at stores like Cost Plus

. World Market, Picr One Imports,
: Crowlcy's, Kohl's, ctc. At Cost Plus
© World Market, you can even get one
in a clay bow] with a mosquito pin
stuck on top, for $4.99, (Hopefully, it
will be the only mosquito you'll ses
once the candle is lit.}

Another way to keep thoso pesky
insects nway i8 with mosquito net.
ting. At Pier Ono Imports, you can
get a mosquite net for about $56.
According to the package, the white,
100 percent nylon net can be "hung
over a bed for a decorative touch, or
outdoors over patio furniture.” The
: net is 8 feet 2 inches tall, has a cir-
. cumference of 41 feet 9 inches, and is
. attached to a white plastic 26-inch
. dinmeter ring at the top, so it's plenty
big. And when you're under it, you
ean pretend you're in the jungle. Pier
Ono Imports has loeations in Farm-

Rochester, Royal Onk, Pontiac and
Westland.

Here's a little problem most overy-
one can relate to. What do you do
! when you're sitting outside in a lawn
* chair and want to act down your can
- of pop or glass of iced ten and there's
. no table around? You could put your
. drink on the ground and risk some-
: one coming by and tipping it over. Or
. you could use something like The
. Boverage Butler or The Amazing

Clamp-It. Both are cup holders

denigned to elamp around lawn chaim

without any tools. The Beverage But-
ler is made for plastic lawn chairs
ond is sold in sets of two at Kohlil's for
$6.99. Tho Amazing Clamp-It is made
for most lawn chairs and baby
. strollers, nccording to its label, and
can be mounted horizontally, vertical-
1y or on an angle. I found it for $2.33

ington, Farmington Hilla, Novi,

1d in March, 1979, it has been
known for its fine art prints, every-
thing from Matisse reproductions to
vintage movie posters. In her original
location, DeCillis acquired so many
unique gifts, prints and posters (more
than 10,000), thot the space overflowed

the fashionable Rue des Petits Champs
behind the Palais Royal gardens.

“Each year the enterprising owners
of this popular watering hole commis-
sion and publish a new poster from a
different artist to advertise their eatab-
lishment,” says DeCillis, “The resulting
images are always dynamic and bold
and are printed in France on a heavy
atock of museum-quality paper as stone
lithographs or serigraphs.”

Many of the posters have become
highly collectible, including the original
1984 print by Cassandre from a design
he created in 1935, but never used. A
collector suggested that this fabulous
example of graphic art should be
brought to life. Cassandre agreed and
Willi’s first poster was born in a print
run of 2,000.

The artist is chosen each year around
grapo harvest time, and the images all
reflect the ambience of the wine bar.
This year's poster, by Sophic Herx-
heimer, portrays a whimsical drawing
of n mermaid emerging from a wine
glass filled with tiny everyday folk art
objects -- flowers, birds, & shoe, a chair,
lips and musical notes,

“Advertiaing art has really grown in
popularity,” says DeCillis. “It began in
France and continues to flourish
there.” DeCillis also has Dutch and
Italian posters. “If you look at the room

Graphic art: Lyu Hanabusa’s
collectible poster for Willi’s
Wine Bar in Paris.

notice large advertising posters.
They're hot,” she says, “especially ciga-
rette, cigar, wine and perfume ads.”

DeCillis’ new shop displays the

on television shows, you'll
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Spirited Imége: This year's original Willi’s Wine Bar poster

debuts at The Print Gallery on

familiar array of framing materials
along one wall, while posters and
prints hang dramatically throughout.
‘White-painted bins alphabetically cap-
ture the Warhols, Bouguercaus and
O'Keefes. Blue, pink and yellow paper
lantern-like lamps illuminate quotes
by English poets, and painted wooden
art sculptures stand guard at the vari-
ous gift display cases,

DeCillis proudly points to her Asian
corner -- a snug self-contnined aren
devoted to the ritual of tea. Cafe tables
flank o built-in buffet stocked with
Serendipitea herbal teas, Stash Japan-
ese green teas and other exclusive ther-
apeutic blends. Tiny Chinese enamel

une 1.

artist teapots share shelf apace with
fusied glass sushi plates and saucersy

“I wanted a little place where gudsts
could relax and enjoy a cup of tea,” says
DeCillis, who is particularly enamored
with decorative and functional itéms
from the Far East.

Prepare for a bit of culture shock
when Japan meeta gay Paree at The
Print Gallery official grand opening,
date to be announced. Though the shop
may be frogrant with incense and
herbal teas, DeCillis plans to create o
bistro feel with French pastries and
cabaret music, And, of course, Willi’s
art posters add the requisite joic de
vivre.

‘Pregnancy Chic’ gives fashion survival tips

“I'm three montha and I'm

hing to wear that not enly fit

feeling BIG. It's Mo‘r_ndny morning, 8

. a.m.I'm already late for work because I

hit my snooze alarm one too many
times, T am standing at the door of my
closet in my husband’s wrinkled college
T-shirt that I slept in the night
before....Help!” Can you casily relate to
the frustration?

Why should your whole sense of
satyle change juat because the EPT stick
turned pink? And why would you wear
something when you are pregnant that
you wouldn't normally wear?

These are the questions that fashion
exccutives Cherie Serota and former
West Bloomfield resident Jody Kozlow
Gardner kept asking themselves while
they were pregnant, and trying to find

their expanding bellies, but also their
personal style,

In 1994, in response to this dilemma,
they created “The Pregnancy Survival
Kit,” a four-picce wLu‘rdrnbn 'i'n a IL:?x

women how to got through nine
months of pregnancy without spending
a bundle on maternity clothes, They
guide the reader through hoer closet
and peint out the clothes she already
has thnf; can go thc_ nine montha: blaz-

that is chic, comfc
1t is wildly popular around the world
and hes revolutionized maternity fash-
ion. .

Now, in the first maternity style
book, Pregnancy Chic: The Fashion
Survival Guide, (Villard, $16.95, May
1, 1998), Serota and Gardner reveal the
secrets of dressing casily and comfort-
ably during all stages of pregnancy for
the more than four million pregnant
women in America today. -

Serota and Gardner show preg

ers, tur
pants, leggings and T-shirts, to name a
fow. Next they illustrate how to raid
your husband’s closet to make (very
comfortable) use out of his shirts and
boxers. For the few core items that a
pregnant woman must buy, such as
maternity bras, underwear, leggings,
tunics and skirts, Pregnancy Chic
explains what to Jook for and how to
get the best fit.

With easy-to-follow instructions and
datailed ill i these fashion

experts offer hundreds of dressing tips
from how to accessorizo with scarves to
how to extend the life of your pahts
with a simple rubber band, Thete's
information on how to dress for every
occasion, from going to the gym or the
office to an cvening out. There's even a
scction on what to wear poolside and
for bedrest — and doing it all afford-
nbly and with style. Their pointors,
tips, and been-there know-how range
from how to buy a bra (get profession-
ally measured) to how to choose n
bathing suit cover-up (make sure it's
the same color as the suit so as not to
create n noticeable “unveiling” at the
pool), :

Sea CHIC, C5

News of special events for shoppers is included
in this calendar. Send information to: Malls & Main-
strects, c/o Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 805
East Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009; or fax (248)
644.1314. Deadline: Wednesday & p.m. for publica-
tion on Sunday.

BUNDAY, MAY 31
Lovablo llzard

Lyle Crocodile from Bernard Waber's children's
series Lyle, will visit with children of all ages, Bor-
dera atoff will take Polaroids of Lyle with child

- ADDED ATTRACTIONS

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3
Story time
An old-fashioned atory time, suitable for children
Yind to B

($1), with all proceeds benefiting FOCUS: Hope's
Children’s Center. Sunday 1 p.m,

Borders Book Shop, 31150 Southfield Road, Birm-
ingham. (248) 644-1516.

MONDAY, JUNE 1
Parisian posters
The Print Gaollery debuts its now 5,000-square-
foot spnce with an exhibit of original posters from
Willi's Wino Bar in Paris. The owners of the popular

. at ACO Hardware in Woatland
. bet Bronner's in

: auth o Warld Canter-
bury Village in Orion Township
would have thosa lights ...

olo ion u different artist ca

ages p! 6. 10:30 a.m.
Borders Book Shop, 31160 Southfield Road, Birm-
ingham. (248) 644-1515,

THURSDAY, JUNE 4 .

Market savvy
Cost Plus Warld Market premicres its new atore in
Troy with a grand opening at 8 a.m. Tho storo fea.
tures an ever-changing sclection of over 10,000
home decor accessorics and gourmot foods and bev.
eragoes. Enjoy cooking and entertainment demon-
I musical i and a grand prize

year to portray tho ambi of their blishmer
Most are highly collectibls. The exhibit runc through
Aug. 31,

The Print Gallery, 29173 Northwestern Huwy,,
Southficld. (248) 356-6454.

560 John R. Road, (~hicnd Szuare, Tro: (24%)
669.9300.

SATURDAY, JUNE 8

Appetite for passion N
Jacobson’s Rochester store hoats 1 appear-
ances by Dawn Bause and Nidal Zaher, authors of |
Romance Begins In the Kitchen ($14.95), a book of
Italian recipes that gives sound tips for couples took-
ing to put n little love and laughter back into their -
lives. Noon to 3 pam. M

Jacobson's, 1220 Walton Road, Rochester. (248)
651-6000.

SUNDAY, JUNET
Musical notes
‘Relaxed browsing to the noteworthy jazz music of
the Phil Kaput Trio, with local drummer Phil Kaput,
a bassist and horn player. 3-6 p.m.
Borders Book Shop, 31160 Southfield Road, Birm-
ingham. (248) 644-1515,

Soap studs

Appearing live at Fairlgne Town Center on Sun-
day, June 7 at 2 p.m,, are four mnjor soap atars who
will take center stage nt the Fountain Court to film
a live three-minute ecene with four Jucky local win-
ners of the “Mako A Scone with tha Seap Stags
Sweepstakes.” Shoppers may register on Saturday,
May 30, nt the lawer level Hudson's Court, for the
chance toappear on stage, .

A




