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STREET SCENE

Gravity Kills likes second effort

Jeff Scheel, singer/guitarist for
the St. Louis rock band Gravity
Kills, is awfully happy that fans
never heard the first version of
its sophomore effort “Perversion”
(TVT)

“"We sort of wrote two records
in effect. We wrote this really
bad record and then we came
back and wrote ‘Perversion,’ ”
Scheel said with a laugh.

It’s not that TVT Records,
Gravity Kills’ label, complained
about the first attempt, he
added.

“We listened to what we were
doing and we weren't into it.
When we were in Europe we
were buying every drum and
bass/electranica CD we could get
our hands on, Stuff you can’t get
over here. ... It seeped into our

songwriting,” he said.

“We thought about it and said,
‘This isn't Gravity Kills, It
sounda like Gravity Kills listen-
ing to a lot of clectronica. We
had to kind of take a deep breath
and start over.”

For the final version of the
album “Perversion,” Gravity
Kills took an organic approach to
recording. Strong pop songs like
“Guilty” from Gravity Kills’ stel-
lar sell-titled debut seem clut-
tered compared to the crystal
clean “Perversion,” duc in storcs
Tuesday, June 9,

“Wo still used computers like
crazy. ... When 1 wrote a song T
tried to do as many things on the
guitar as I could ns opposed to
paying to Doug (Firley, key-
boards and programming), ‘Hey

fill theso holes up with produc-
tion' " .

The change is in direct
response to Gravity Kills' expori-
once as a live band, Prior to
recording its debut, Gravity Kills
had not performed in front of an
audience. Now, after playing up
to 300 shows in 14 months, the
band has sharpened its image as
n touring entity.

“Being a live band becamo who
we were,” Scheel oxplained.

Gravity Kills tricd not to con-
centrate on writing songs that
could be reproduced live note for
note but “you can’t help for it to
affect what you're doing or infect
what you're doing.”

“We wanted to be more of what
we were live, I think peaple don’t
get who we are really until they
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seo us live anyway.”
That is unless you were at tho
Nigt ¢ Before Chri ”
concert at The Palace of Auburn
Hills in Docember 1996 whon
the band experienced major
sound and preduction problems,

*If that'a the only time pcople
have seen tho band, we probably
looked very confused, That's not
what we are. If sameone was at
that show and they liked the
band, great. If they were disap-
pointed by the band; give the
band another shot and come out
and see the band again.”

Fans - or listeners tocing the
line ~ will get tha chanco to see
Gravity Kills on Saturday, June
6, at The Shelter bolow St.
Andrew’s Hall in Detroit.

The band will be on the road
at least through the end of the
yenr, The trek, Scheel aaid, will
surely be inspirational not only
musically but personally. The
emptiness of road life is traced in
the apooky “Always.”

“It was one of the lnat songs
that were written before we
packed up here and went to New
York to mix (the album) and I
had that feeling that wo were
gotting ready to leave for a very
long time,” said Scheel, who is

married.

“You feel that loss of being sop-
arated from ail the things that
are comfortable to you and that
you love. It's great being en the

)

KPNT for a compilation album.
“Guilty” became tho station's
top-requested song and signed
with TVT Records soon there-
after. The song remained on the
modorn rock chart for six
months after which it was taken
off due to the chart's six-month

road but the d ide is you lose
touch with o lot of things that
are very important to you.”
“Belicf™ tells the story of Grav-
ity Kills' rapid rise the alterna-
tive rock world, Soon after form-
ing in 1995, the band submitted
at the laat minute a8 demo of the
song “Guilty” to radio station

Director wins Emmy Award ™

e | gimply have
BACKSTAGE
PASS to start out

today’s column
with a heart-felt
congratulations
to tho series
director of Back-
stage Pass,
T i mmy
Daniclian, Two
weeks ago,
Timmy won a
Michigan Emmy
Award in the
category of
multi-camera studio directing. It
was certainly well-deserved!

A serica director makes the
decisions that create the look of
the program that you see on TV.
Timmy starts out a typical tap-
ing day by heading up a morning
meoting with the crew - camera
oporators, floor directors, audio
technicians, etc. He runs down
what's going to he done live in
the studio, what's "rolling in" on
tape (usually pre-produced seg-
ments from art galleries since we
usually can’t bring the art to the
studio), which cameras will cover
which shots, and generally what
to oxpect that day.

As performers arrive at the
Detroit Public Television studio,
Timmy has to look at what they
do and decido how to convey it to
viewers at home. How should it
be shot? Where do the perform-
ers have to stand to get good
camera angles on them? How
should it be lighted? Ifit's a the-
atrical piece, Timmy will collabo-
rato with the play’s director to
make sure the sceno comes off
the way it's intended in the play.

Then Timmy asks
ers to rehearse. This gives them
a chanco to get warmed up and
comfortable in our space, but it
also gives our crew a chance to
practice with camera angles and
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the perform- -

Although the “Perversion”
shares Gravity Kills’ experiences
on the road, the stories are told
in an innocuous way 8o that lis-
teners can rolate it to something
in their lives, he explained,

“I don't think we made this
whiny, ‘Oh I hato the record busi-

shot composition. During
rehearsal, Timmy takes careful
notes on instrument solos or
linea so he can mako sure that
he gets the right shot when we
roll,

Once we're ready to go and
evoryone's in position for the
start of the show, Timmy goes to
“the bridge," or *studio control,”
or “the control bridge.” I've
heard all these terms bandied
about; lord knows which is cor-
rect. They all sound vaguely like
something you'd hear on “Star
Trek." During the taping, all
four cameras are getting shots at
all times, but only one camera's
shot is being recorded at any
given time, Who literally “calls
the shota?” You guessed it — our
Emmy-winner, , Timmy
Danielian. Of course, this cata-
logues only a amall portion of
what Timmy does, but it's what I
sec on taping days.

Now to the lineup on this
week's show: Detroit lost a leg-
ond with the recent passing of
sculptor Marshall M, Fredericks.
Noted for his public scitlptures,
Mr. Fredericks’ “Spirit of Detroit”
stands immortalized downtown,
quite apprnpri‘l’n.o aince this

nd Gravity Kills will pre-

Debuting album: The rock ba
i ore album “Perversion”

view material off its sophom 5
Saturday, June 6, at The Shelter below St. Andrews  *
Hall in Detroit. “Perversion” hits stores Tuesday, June_

ness'-kind-of-sophomore record.
We wrote about things that abvi-
ously were within the context of
our lives, But at the same time
you could put them in several
different contexts and mean
somecthing clse”

Gravity Kills, Pitchshifter and
Junkie XL perform Saturday,
June 6, at The Shelter below St.
Andrew’s Hall, 431 E. Congress,
Detroit. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
for the all-ages show, Tickets are
$10 in advance. For more infor-
mation, call (313) 961-MELT or
viait hitp:/ howw.961melt.com.
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father would come downstaj!
overy morning in o suit and dreas
for breakfast before heading
to the studio to work. ”
recalled how his father woulllD
say that you need to feél gomd=
enough about yourself to dreggs
up for any occasion.” . e
Upon entering Fredericks' Stkimm
dio, Andrew told me he couldis
nlmost feel the artist’s presefices
in the musty air. “It was iRe”
walking into o time machine= L.
looked up and suw shafls of light =
benming down from the hiﬁh
stained glass windows of the
h and was il diatel
transported into another tidie
and era. The warchouse was
almost like a shrinc; cverything .
was just the way Fredericks .
left it. There was used and wegm
sculpting equipment Iineddm-
ever so precisely on a lad or.
You could fec! his wonderful cke--
ative spirit and soul.” —_—
Fredericks continued to woElS
a8 an artist right up to his deatitsx
and left us several unfinishgd %
projects. One that will be com- =
pleted is a statue of Lord Byron. -
Andrew got an glimpse of tho~
unfinished work. “All these &ld%
relics and statues line tHol
perin:‘ctgr of the warchousen=

visionary shared
his apirit with Metro Detroit and
the world, You can find Freder-
icks' al] over Metro Detroit. The
Cranbrook Estatcs in West
Bloomfield Hills are home to sev-
eral Fredericks’ pieces, including
the popular picce locala call “the
sitting monkey,” perched proudly
on a cement base in one of their
prominent courtyards.
Mr. Fredricks' son, Carl
Fredricks, gave Backstage Pass
segment producer Andrew Erick-
son an intimate tour of the
artist's personal studio in Royal
Onk. Carl told Andrew how his

COMING ATTRACTIONS

the Then the unfipsy
ished Lord Byron dominatifigr
the center of the room. His sfo—-
dio is really a muscum of #s
own” .

Also on the big show, we'll henr
music from the Farm Dogs; a
quartet led by longtime Elton
John collaborator Bernie Taupin.
And we'll hear from the per-
former whose angelic voice is
melting women the world over,
Jai. That'a ail on Backstage Pass
tonight at midnight, repeated
tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. an Detroit
Public Television.

to opon Friday, June &

“THE TRUMAN SHOW™

Peter Welr's surreallstic tala about aa
Insurance adjuster whosa mundane lifa
Is octually a staged TV show. Sters Jim
Carsoy, Loura Linney, Noah Emmerich,
Ed Horrls,

"A PERFECT NURDER®

A waalthy and powatful man hires some”
one to murder his unfaithful wife,
Unknown to him, the man ha hires |s bis
wife's lover, This sats off a doadly cat.
andmousa game among the throo peo-
ple Involved. Stars Michoet Dougles,
Gwyneth Paltrow,

to open Friday, June 12
DIRTY WORK"

33 spoclalidng In
rzzdonalt, Chasy

“CAN'T HARTAY WAIT*

Comedy about teena graduating from
high school and searching-for their neat
move while making & about

Comedy centers oround a spiteful loser

“$1X DAYS, SEVIN NIGHTS®

Actlon romantic comedy about a geutt
cargo pilot end an pcortic New York
magazino editor who ora stranded on o
desorted (sland. Stais Harrlson Ford,
Anne Hoche, David Schwimmer.

“BEYOND SILENCE™
Exciusively ot tho Mople Theatre. Set In
@ small town In Germaony, the movie
chronicles the lifs of a young girt raised
by deat paronts.

to open Friday, June 19
*THE X-FRES®
Insplsad by the TV serics, the movie fol-
fowa F81 Spoclal Agents Mulder and
Scully a8 they are drawn (nto o web of
Intriguo while invastigoting the mysteri.
ous bombling ¢t o Dollas office bullding.

“HAVE PLINTY® .

Based on a truo $1ory, B hinm, modarn-
cay love stoty about a man who wanta
nothing out of iifs, except for a woman
‘who has everything, Stars Christophor
Scott Cherot who also weoto and direct-

“DOCTOR DOLITTRE® -
A talented physicion finds ho has the
ability to communicate with animals,
who, Inturn, teach him o few new 4
things obout being human, Stars Eddie
Murphy.

“COUSIN BETIE"

Exclusively ot ihe Moplo Theatre. A
comicat romp through the territory cf
love and vengeance. Set in 18403
Frante and based on Honoto do Balzac's
Umsless novel, Stars Jessica Lango,

to open Friday, July 10
“LETHAL WIAPON 4™
Datectives Murtaugh ond Riggs ore
reunited In o struggto Lo unravet o cont
plox and doodly mission of revenge.
Stars Mel Gibson.
“MADEL G
tn an old housa In Parls sl covored with
vines, tived 12 11tlo g3 in two straight
lives. Thosa are the opening lincs fram
tha classic books by Ludwig Bemetman

thalr future and thalr past.

Scheduled to open Friday, June 26

B

ebout the of o tiny school.
girl, -

.



