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GOLF

SOFTBALL

Golf association tackles problem of slow play

Under the best of circum-
stances, sunny skies, warm tem-
peratures and ideal course condi-
tions, golf is difficult to pldy.

Slicing, threc-putting and
failed bunker shots are just a
few of the maladies that plague
average golfers — no matter how
nice the weather. In recent
years, slow play at arca courses
has further increased frustration
levels.

Eighteen holes uaed to take
lcas than five houra to play.
Now, it can take up to six hours
to complete a round.

.“Onc of the biggest things I
sce,” snid Whiaspering Willows
assistant golf pro Mark Peter-
son, “is players just not being
rendy to hit the ball when it's
their turn,”

The problem hasn't gone unno-
hccd The Golf Assnclullon of

a stat
tion of amateur golferu whose
purpose i8 to represent, promote
and serve the best interests of

the game, is trying to tackle the
problem hend-on, according to
Dircctor of Communications
Tonia Branch.

'The association is conducting a
seriea of *Pick up the Pace” days
at courses around the state.
Branch said new mothods of
speeding play are being intro-
duced as well as information
gathered to holp find a solution.

“We're trying to find out what
we need to do to help solve the
problem,” sho said.

The firat seminar was conduct-
ed in mid-May at the Majestic at
Lake Walden in Livingston
County. Moru than 300 golfers
took part in the day-long event.

‘Three ideas emerged from the
gathering.

First was “forocadding.” A
ranger is placed near the fairway
of a hole where balls arc routine-
ly lost to help spot tee shota,

Next was positive rangering.
Clear course markinga, such as
where the next holo is located, is

Golf honows /o pw.n:

and was medalist in frive dug) matches
this season.

“She remained determined ond
focused In post-season tournament
ploy.”

Mazzont wos Stovenson's MVP.

Kristen Smith, senlor, Meroy: Tho
four-year varsity tetter winner copped on
outstanding career with o fourth In the
Cothalic Leogua (83), sixth In the
reglonal (81) and an 8893 at tho state
meot.

Serving her second yoor as coptaln,
Smith averaged 44.3 per nine ond 86,1
in tournaments. Sha made All-Catholic
Lezgue three consecutiva yoars ond 18
naminated for All-State.

“Krisien i8 a tenm loader who will be
migsed next season,” Kowalski sald.
~She was the stabilizing foice the past
two yeors as tha elder of the sguad,
Ksisten encourages the younger ployors
to shoot thelr best scares.”

Angala Harbar, Junicr, Moray: Har
best elfort come ot the reglonal where
she corded a 79 to finish third followed
by B 20t place finish o1 the state Class
A meot at Forest Akers (84-88).

tn the Cathelic League meet ot St.
John's, Hartiar finlshed seventh with o
92. Harbar 8dded o fourth at the Ook-
land County Tournament with an 87.

For the sooson, Harbor overaged 44.1
per nine and 87.1 in tourneys.

Sha has beea an AllCathetle Leogua
pick three straight yeoars and Is nominat.
ed for All-Stato.

“Angela Is just 8 Joy to coach

becouso sha has 6 tot of fun an tha golf .

coursa,” Kowolskl sald. “5 look forward
to ono mose yeor of Angeta’s joughter,
smiles ond improving scores.””

Casslo Jom!son, sophomoro, Faming-
ton: She attands Harrisan whero sho
ploys basketbalt and ran trock last year,

Jemlson wan the ragional at Ook
Pointe with an 77. Sho also

the main component of this idea,
Branch said.
“We received the most poamve
from tha
she added.

“Pace-setter™ tees were also
tried at the Majestic. Under this
arrongement, rangers would
advise alower players to hit frem
tees 200 yards in front of a hole's
forward tecing area.

“This_haa worked well in
Texas,” Branch said.

Ideally, GAM would lika to see
avernge playing time at nbout 4.
hours on the state’s 7692 public
courses. Branch said the associn-
tion will likely make recommen-
dations on specding play to its
members this fall, but will con-
tinue to gather data over tho
next few years,

Livonia’s Whispering Willows
may be one course willing to lis-
ten to GAM’s ideas. Poterson
aaid the municipal facility, one of
threc in tho city, has seen o
steady increase in golfers the

past fow scasons.

“There has been a substantinl
difference tho last two years,” he
said. “We're up five to cight per-
cent this year.”

A combination of factors have
slowed play at his course, Peter-
80N ¢ "

Greens fees are somewhat less
expensive than other courses.
The cheaper rates tend to attract
more beginning golfers that may
not be as wiso to the etiquette
and pace of the game.

At St. John's Golf Club in Ply-
mouth, slow play ian't o big prob-
Jem. Having a large and capable
rangering stafT is key, according
to Justin Lauer, director of golf,

Rangers use green, yellow and
red flags, just like a stoplight, to
silently inform golfers if they're
kecping pace.

“It allows our rangers to man-
age a whole section of the course
without necessarily having to
talk to each group of golfers,”
Lauer said.

Playing time at the 18-hole
course avernges 4 to 4% hours.

“We pride ourselves an lwvinﬂ
a good pace at St. John's,” Lauer
said.

Longer time between tee offs
has kept things running smooth-
ly at the Majestic, soid golf pPro
Ed Cashman,

Instend of eight or nine min-
utes, which is the norm at most
courses, the Livingston County
facility has 12 minutes between

starts.

*“It spreads the groups out a bit
more,” Cashman said,

Plnyerl can help maintain a
steady paco, Peterson said.

“When it’s your turn to play
you should be ready to go,” he
said,

A lot of time ia also wasted on
putting greens. Peterson said
players should akip etiquetto
and putt-out,

*“Keop putting until you're
done unless you're in somebody’s
line,” he added.

Jennifer Borowlsc
Farmington Hiils Mercy

ook fourth in the WLAA with a 81 and
scored 89 In tho state finols. She olso
took @n eighth place at Oakland County.

Jemison, who averaged 44.2 per nino,
wos 8 dusl-meet or tournament medallst
six timos this scason.

“Cassle is tho first Farmington girl
galfer ta quallfy for the stote finols,”
Farmington cosch Ann Marle Sopha
spid. "Cossle’s natural sthletic ebllity
ond great work ethic hos primed har for
the success sho ochieved in her first
year of competitive golf.

“Casslo has a powerful, efficient
swing and, consequently, Is a fong hit-
ter, But her putting Is perhops the best
part of her game."

Anzol
Furm[ngton mlb Morcy

Mara Mazzoni
Livonla Stevenson

Kristen Smith
Famlngton Hills Mercy

oc Caasle Jomison
Hills Mercy

1998 ALLOBSERVER
QIRLS QOLF TEAM

FIRST TEAM
Jennifer Borowioc, junior, Farm. Mercy
Kuisten S, sanior, Famn. Mercy
Mara Mazzon, Junior, Livonls Stevenson
E1in Borowkec, tresnman, Farm. Mercy
Angela Harbar, Junior, Farm. Mercy
Cassio Jemlson, $0phomore, f armington

SECOND TEAM
Megan Vollick, senior, Livonis Churchitl
Sarsh Cani, Junior, Farm., Hilts Mercy
Lawren Boucher, senior, Livonis Churchid
Carrl Jarvis, senlor, Livonia Stevenson
Lowa Cunnifte, senlor, Famington

THIRD TEAM
Heidi Wegmuelios, funior, rvm Marcy
1&11. Foster, sophomore, Fam. Mercy
indsey Densmore, $0phomace, Mercy
mmmsaemn.|wu, Livoris Ladywood
Katle Zimmerman, junkx, Liv. Ladywood

HOMORABLE MENTIONS

Amands Szsbetskl, sopho-

n 0°Connor, sophomore:
sophomors;

Stevenson: Coril Heponer, d

sica Makowskl, laphumcu. Ladywoed:
Becca junior; Sarah Townsend,
senior; l'ual-gun. Clnl' May, junlor;
Stephania Unger, senior: Mercy: Corrle
Graanshields, jumnl Laues Horehes,
lunlu- m #y Johnson, sopho-

75 «

l‘)‘)b l‘nday Nig
“Games

June 19 vs, Kansas City Royals

The Observer & Eccentric wants to
send you and three of your friends (or family
members) to a Friday Night Fireworks Game!

[84

o

—%

June 26 ve. Cincinnati Reds

Presented by the Livonia Chamber of Commerce

WESTERN LAXES ACTIVITIES ASSN, 7%
1998 ALLCONFERENCE 80! - -7

ALLWLAA FIRET TEAM

Plichers; Gretchen Hudson, Junlor, Pl
meuth Cantan; Kami Scott, junior, Wailed |
Loke Caniral; Al Autt, Junior, Farmington Har- . :
rison. H
Catzher: A Ault, junior, famminglon Hari

: Ketly Hale, senior, Walled Loke
Gantral; Elzsbetn Elunar, Jonlor Puymoutn
Canton: Lym Livernols, senior,
ton; Dyna Atzopardl, Watied Lake Westorn,

Owtfiglders: Kely Burt, senior, Walled Lake
Central; Metiasa Brown, Junior, Plymouth Cane
tom; Bechy Vosler, senkor, Farm. Harison.

Mickey Spixz, senior, North Fanm-

inglon; Mellssa Mytty, Junior, Farmington.

Cateber: Katle Deversux, senior, Nunn
Formington.

Infieldars: Bodget Quinn, sophomore, wi
Contrad; s-mh- Craws, sophomore, John
Glena; Katie Goran, senior, John Glenn; Malln
g Biggins, senior, W.L. Centrad.

2 Disns Gustkey, senior, Horth

Farminglon: Ksistin Brown, Junkor, Farmington;
Kalle Mitiar, sophomors, WL Central.

Atdarga: Samanthe McCombd, lfllhmln

Norih Fermington.

cnd-— Mristin D-'hn.)mhv cmml,
Inflelsors: Biltie Cavallaro, sanior, W1,

, Canon.

Atarge: Amanda Rice, funior, Northy

Becky Mize, Junior, Centon; Katina Vitanis,

freshman, Harrison; Lorf Jendrusix, funior,

Frankiin; Angle Baiconi, funior, W.L Westem.
MEXTIONS

HONORASLE
Lakes Divislon — John Glonn: Megan
Srady, senlor; Nikki Reisinger, Junioc: Adby
Massay, fieshmen; Famiogion: Kelly DePot-
tar, senlor; A
Krausa,

Salem; Stetanie vupn semior: Dacky Esper,
wenior; Kacen Prosyk, senior; W.L. Central:
Loura Hurter, sanior; Stecy Brinkman, fresh
man; Theresa McOonald, junior,

orm Divialea — Harrison: Elllllny
Maxey. Juaior; Amy Robie, aenior; Lindsey
Emmett, sophomore; W.L, Western: Hoather
Gibson, M.Il D'Agostino, Jenmy Kosserackl:
Franklin: Kaity Young, Junior; Jamie Linden,
sophomore: Ters Morrilt, sophomare
Churchllk: Jessics Schulte, senlar; Sata
Stlles, senlor; Canton: Hancz, senior; o
Jenny Fisher, junlor; Caria Kavachevich, *

Junior; Northville: Jennifer Ceverly,
WISTERN LAKES STANDINGS

(@ivislon records}
Lakes Division: 1. W.L.Central. 8-1; 2:2
North Farmingion, 7-3; armingt
ana Salem, 55; 5. (La) me and Jobn

wm Oivialon: 1. Carton, 9-1; 2. Hauri|
son, 7:3; 3. Churchill, &4; 4. W.L. Westem, €

6: 5. Frankiin, 3-7; 8, Northrdrie, 1.9,
records]

'.mh‘lﬁ'h 11.5; Farmington, ©-]
8; &«m. 4-12; John Gienn, 2-
estor Divislon: Carton,

12 4; Churchill, 8-8; W.L. W
Franklin, 6-10; Northvile, 2:34.

WLAA
detosted Walled Lake Certrat, 20

July 10 ve. Toronto Blue Jays

July 17 vs. Boston Red Sox
August 7 vs. Seattle Mariners
August 14 ve, Oakland Athletics
September 4 ve. Cleveland Indians

Answer:

DETROIT,
Pehtveen
ENTRY FORM Fi r
Must.be recclvcd byJune 12

Which current Tiger's pitcher went to the 1997 All Star Game?

UNE 26 GAME

Name

Address

CltyIleCode AL

Daytime Phone

Mail lhi%fom to:
Tigers ‘98 Flreworks

Clo The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers

36261 Schoolcraft Rd.
Livonia, Mi 48150

wingcr will recave

‘ thelr !amlfl:s arc not cligible to win,

we'll pick 30 winners for cach gam.
four {4) Lowe. (o

Employees of the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, the Detroit Tigers, Inc. and

s all entries with the correct answer. Each
wck Reserved Scat passes. Passes will be matled
to each winner. Winners announced In paper Thurs., June 18.
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and the Livonia Observer
The first step in your Steps to Greatness is designed to excite,
enhance, and educate you and your staff

—TOPICS—
‘ *Integrl Sales 3 How to Build Endless Referrals
*H o Qualify a Prospect
*Wlnnlng Without Intimidation

Featuring Natonal
Speaker and Author

Local Spoakers include:

Rich Levinson

Bob Burg
Million Dotiar Round Joble Speaker

m!wmamommmmmmmnmkummrwmu
enobig you to bukd your coarer nselng
fsten 10 what Bob Bur haxs 10 5ay... Mwummw—mm .

—INTERMISSION ENTERTAINMENT—

THREE MEN AND ATEROR

SPONSORED BY—

© FranklinCavey.

®
ot s WALSH

COLLEGE
HURRY! SEATING IS LIMITED
Thursday, October 8,1998 * Burton Manor ¢ 7:30-4:30 p.m.

For Reservations, call 734-427-2122 « FAX 734-427-6055
Visit our Web Site at www.livonla.crg/steps




