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Hills board set
to battle fraud

Varied committee aims to help residents ;.

Rlte of spring: In photo above, Bill Liba of Farm-
ington, right, helps to move a branch with
DPW worker Art Curtis lending support. Liba
has pitched in for the local Rouge River
cleanup effort since it began in 1985.

Rouge rescue: Logs and
debris were cleared
from the Farmington
Hills branche of the
Rouge River during
the Rouge Rescue Sat-
urday. Above, volun-
teers work near Mid-
dlebelt Road, between
Grand River and 8
Mile. In the photo at
near left, David
Finkbiner of Flanders
Elementary Cub Scout
Pack 162 pitches in to
do his part at the
annual event that
draws hundreds of
volunteers.

S’fld man éhafged in drug case

A Southficld man faces an 8;30
a.m. pre-trial conference todny
{Thursday, June 11) in 46th Dis-
trict Court before Judge Stephen
Cooper in connection with a drug
raid lost week at a Southfield
pizzerin,

Michael Alan Thomes I was
arraigned June 6 before Magis-
trate A. Kny Stanfield-Brown on
gix counts of delivery and manu-
facture of lled sut

holds up to four years in jail and
a lifetime probation on cach
count.

Farmington Hills Police Chief
William Dwyer called Thomas a
mid-level dealer. .

Police arrested seven people
and seized 70 grama of cocaine
nnd marijuana after swooping in
on the pizzeria.

Undercover officers from

i Hills, West Bloom-

less than 60 grams of cocaine,
and ono count of delivery and
manufacture of marijuana.

A call to Thomas' attorney
went unreturned Wednesday.

He stood mute and a plea of
not guilty was entered for him by
Stanfield-Brown.

Bond was set at $36,000 cash
suroty. He remains in Oakland
County Jail.

Each cacaine count upon con-

* viction is a 10- to 20-year felony
with o $25,000 fine or lifetime
probation, said Brian Smith,
deputy court administrator. The
marijuana count, if convicted,

Far

field and Novi alerted Southfield
police about 11 p.m. Thursday
and raided Papa Romanos Pizza
at 23926 Nine Mile in Southficld
after sceing on employee make
three drug deals from the rear
entrance. .

Police nlso searched the
employec’s apartment at 28477
Franklin Road, said Dwyer.

The bust was part of an inves-
tigation that started several
weeks ago with'an undercover
drug buy in Farmington Hills.

Thomns, o manager and five-

mako pizzas, Dwyer said. “He
was there only for his business of
delivering cocaine and marijun-
na,” Farmington Hills police
Chief Bill Dwyer said.

“He had no other interest but
to deliver narcotica to young peo-
ple, which is upsctting,” Dwyer
added.

Six others were arrested on
charges ranging from outstand-
ing traffic warranta to drug pos-
sossion.

“Others were given tickets, but
he was the dealer,” Dwyer said.

‘The raid also netted four vehi-
cles and $9,000 cash. Other
property might be considered for
forfeiture, including the pizza
business.

p,wycr Buid"!‘u'es;lauy that hi:}

t
a slam against all Papa
Romano's pizzerins,

Police say the case is unusual,
if not unsettling, because the
E!rug’ denls,tonk place out of a

year cmployce, wasn't g
at Papn Romano's to deliver or

freq!

by young people.

At the scene:
Livonia fire-
fighters aid
victims of a
crash on
Merriman |-
Monday. A
Farmington {
teen was
driving one |
of the cars M
in the crash
that scr;t
two peopie
to the hospi-
tal.

Twa people remained hospi-
talized Wednesday with
injurica suffered in a three-
vehicle crash that closed part of
Merriman for nearly four hours
EEomiciny.

Both males (the 16-year-oid
driver of one of the vehicles
involved and the 12-ycar-ald
passonger of another) wero in
stablo condition at St. Mary
Hospital, a hoapitnal
spokeswoman said.

Two other people, the 12-
yoar-old's brother, 14, and their

Farmington teen involved in serious crash

mother, 45, were treated at St.
Mary and released Monday.

“The ernsh occurred on Merri-
man juat south of Lyndon
about 7:20 a.m., said Sgt. Wes
MeKne of the Livonia Police
Department's traffic bureau.

A northbound 1896 Pontinc
Transport minivan, with the
Livonia woman and her sons in
it, collided with a southbound
1889 Chevrolet Caprice driven
by the 16-year-old, of Farming-
ton, McKee said.

The crash took place in the

left-tuen lane, and its cause is
still under investigation, he
said. There were no indications
that druga or alcohol wore a
factor in the crash, McKce said.

‘The impact spun the Trans-
port around, and it hit 2 aorth-
bound semi tractor-trailor,
McKee said. The truck driver
was not hurt, '

The accident tied up traffic,
which was dotoured anto side
streets, during the morning
rush hour, Police were on the
sceno until 11 a.m.

Their ranks includes 2 school
teacher, attorney, business
woman, police officer and mayor.

From those varied perspec-
tives, they will tackle fraud and
other issues as part of the newly
formed Farmington Hills Con-
sumer Protection Committee,

The committee has its firat
meeting 7 p.m. Tuecsdny, June
23, ot Farmington Hills City
Hall.

“Hopefully, we can do some
good,” said Farmington Hills
Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi, who start-
ed the group.

The ninc-member committee
formed from city council mem-
bers recommendations and rep-
resentatives from the Farming-
tan Hills police and Farmington/
Farmington Hilla Chamber of
Commerce.

“Since it was n grassroots
thing starting out, I thought it
would be interesting,” said Tina
Jensen, who was recommended
to serve on the committee by
Hills Councilman Jon Grant.

into a place
where con-
sumer com-
plaints can
be resolved.

Already,
the commit-
tee has
received a
tetter from
a resident
about an
alleged car
repair

consumer
protection
might come
off as being
anti-busi-
ness, the
committee
ia apything
but, mem-
bera said.

Diona Christensen of C&F
Benefits ia the Farmington/
Farmington Hills Chamber of '
c .

“We're not going after t

but to help people like older
senior citizens who don't have 8
apokesperson to care about their
intereats,” ’

Though yet to have its first
meeting, the committee has
already gencrated interest in the
consumer rights community.

WJR-AM's Joc “The Applinnce
Doctor” Gagnon, former Detroit
Consumer Affairs Director
Esther Shapiro and Evelyn
Stern of Call to Action have indi-
cated they’d like to get invelved.
A person from tho state Attorney
General's Office may attend o
consumer’s committee meeting,
Vagnozzi said.

The group will try to build a
resource where people can learn
about consumer issues. Some
believe the resource can evolve

p , who.
will help bring a business per-.
spective to things, .
“I hope we would bring some
melem solving -n(zh create some,

0 s
and the businesa, as opposed to
being adversarial,” Christensen-
said, .
A Farmington Hills-based:
attorney on the committeo’
agrees. .
“Given my background, I've’
dealt with a number of peoplé
who have had concerna on batly
sides of the issue,” said Brucd
Lazar, who also lives in Farm-:
ington Hills.

“When someone comes in and:
rips people off, it hurts legiti-’
mate businesses.... Ultimately,-

both businesses and consumers.” !
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