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Recently, WDRQ held a contest
encouraging listeners to gather
a8 many signatures as they
could as proof of their love of
Hanson.

“It was like conducting a little
petition survey. You carned a cer-
tnin amount of points depending
on the age of the porson who
signed. It cncouraged peoplo to
spread the word about Hanson
and the show that is going on,
and the radio station,” VanDoran
said.

The winner, a Dearborn
Hoeights woman, gathered 2,672
signatures,

“Some of the moms or dads or
big sisters or big brothers were
Jjust as gecked as the kids were,”
she explained.

VanDoran added that many
kids compared it to “selling Girl
Scout Cookies. Thoy had a goal
and they were going to get it.”

Radio station WKQI, Q95.5,
witnessed the Hanson craze first
hand ~ and had to pay for it.
When Hanson visited the radio
station, throngs of girls sur-
rounded the building hoping to
get a glimpae of their idols,

“We had so many little seream-
ing frantic girls that wo had to
get our landscapers out becauso
they trashed our lawn,” Boas
said with a lnugh, “All the little
girls and their parents were
here, running all over the whole
building looking to see when
they were coming out.”

*“It was so funny. One little girl,
bless her little heart, she didn’t
see there was a glass door, She
ran into the glass door like a lit-
tle bird. She was OK,” she added.

Another little girl, Boss said,
was run over by a sceurity guard
who was cscorting Hanson out to
its car.

“She was OK, too. She just got
the wind knocked out of her. It
was mad.”

Late last month, throngs of
mothers flocked Harmony House
and other sites of Ticketmaster
outlets to buy up the more than
15,000 seats availoble for the
Hanson concert at Pino Knob
Monday, June 29.

The show sold out in eight
minutes, To put it in perspective,
Jimmy Buffott’s Aug. 9, 1997,
concert at Pine Knob sold out in
BIX.

But not everyone has scen tho

hype.

The Hanson boys peor out
from the frozen food section
sandwiched between boxes of
hash browns, frozen TV dinners
and artificial egg products, Since
Hanson began gracing boxes of
Eggos, however, a store manager
at a local Kroger store hasn't

scen sales increase significantly.

“Eggo in general is a good-sell.
ing item. I don't know if we're
sclling more becauso Hanson's
on the box. I think the movement
is about normal. It's o very good
brand and it aclla well whether
the Hansons (sic) are on it or it’s
just a plain Eggo box.”

Spicy dishes

OK, well the Spice Girls aren’t
oxactly “squeaky” clean. The
now-departed Ginger Spice, oth-
erwigo known as Geri Halliwell,
has done some nude modeling.
But face it; “girl power” haa
never bean stronger.

At the debut of their movie

“SpicoWorld” on Tuesdny, Jan.
20, young girls accompanied by
their mothers filled the Star
John R theater with shouts of
*“Girl Power,” “Sporty, 1 love you!”
Spice Girl rebellion was met
with cheers.
In thae “Spico Girls” magezine,
which curiously olso includes
poster of Leonardo DiCaprio, the
quartet’s mission is spelled out -
“girla sticking together. Isn't that
what Girl Power is all about?
The Spice Girle know botter
than anyeno that in order to suc-
ceed, you need to support each
other and that's exactly what
they do”

It also lists the “Top 10 Rules
of Girl Power.” In case you
missed it, they include: Be confi-
dent; Speak your mind; Don't lot
anyonc put you down; Support
your girl friends — girls have to
stick together; and don’t ever let

anyone tell you that you can't do
something because you're a girl.

Little girls have graaped this
positivity and their parents have
lost their grasp on their wallets.
Spico Girls dolls and posters aro
flying off the shelves of toy
stores even before thoy get o
chance to settle.

“They're selling very well and
the poaters are selling very well
as well. The product is moviog
nicely and we are placing addi-
tional orders,” said Michael
Cullen, inventory control manag-
er at the Toys ‘R Us main office
in Canton.

When asked if the Ginger doll
is a hot commodity, he responded
flatly, “There have been people
certainly wanting to get nll of
the different dolls. I was in a
store last night and they did
have the Spice Girls prominently
represented in the store, But 1
dirliln't gee if they had the Ginger
doll.”

Toys ‘R Ua is sclling the dolla
for $12.99 each. The Spico Girls
are priced at $24.99 each at FAO
Schwarz in Troy's Somerset Col-
lection but that haan't kept peo-
ple from buying them,

“Every time they come in they
sell out within a day or so. It'a
just such a big craze right now.
‘We used to take a list of names,
but we don’t do that any longer
because there's such a high
demand that we couldn’t possi
ble keep up,” said FAO Schwarz’
store manager Annette Schubin-
er. N
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Even her nieces are in on the +
craze.

“They definitely like the dolla
with the outfits and everything
else. We can nover keop enough
in stock, Right now we have lit- .
tle suckers called Spice Girls
Pops, and usually when they -~
come in and buy a doll they get a
set of them, too,” she said

Bottom line s
Besides their looks and style,
pop banda ore offering a diver- -
sion from the dark, depressing
music that has inundated the
airwaves since the beginning nf .

ngo.

gr:lll:‘!; a whole now fresh souitt” -
that we haven't heard in o long”
time; not since Michael Jacksg,
New Kids on the Block, They
love the sound. It's upbeat, It's’ -
exciting and they sing aboiit
things that kids today are famil-
{nr with, It doesn't go over their
heads. They don’t confuse their
audiences and listeners with ‘Po
as we say, not as we do, "
WDRQ's VanDoran aaid.

“You don't hear stories about ~
them. They're not getting in
trouble with the law. They’ro not ~
going through logal problems,” -
she added.

But the bands’ popularity -
doesn't end with children, -
“A lot of people like to think
that artists like Hanson und the *
Backstreet Boys ore really only -
targoting kids, but its popularity
reaches acrosa the board,” Van-

Doran said.
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gigs together down in New
Orleans,” Ball said from her
home in Texas.

Thomas is the senior member
of the trio, a thythm and blues
pioncer who began recording as
a teenager in the '60s, Her first
record was *You Can Have My
Husband, but Please Don't Mess
With My Man.” Her other hits
included “I Done Got Over It,”
1t’s Raining” and “Fime Is On My
Side,” later covered by the
Rolling Stones. Nelsen has been
recording since the early '70s,
starting with the roots rock
group Mother Enrth and as a
single noted for her deep, bluesy
country vocals,

Ball is a product both of her
native New Orleans and her
adopted Texas. She is as well
known for her honky-tonk piano
as for her singing.

“I started out playing piano,
My grandmother played piano
and at 5 years old 1 started piano
leasons and played overything 1
heard around the house,” Ball
snid.

After high echool she joined a
band as a singer. Her sassy
approach to upbeat songs is
heard to great effect on a num-
ber called “I'm Your Lovermaker
(I Ain’t No Homemaker).”

Ball eaid she and Nelson had
long been ndmirera of Thomas
and were happy to join forces.
And the results were something
of a surprise.

*I think we all were surprised.
We all had hopes, we had all
admired each other, but you
never know until you open your
mouths,” she said.

Tho CD is a rollicking com-
pendium of what makes each
ginger special in the field. And
though none of them are harmo-
ny singers, they blend well
together.

“We each brought certain
songs that appealed to us,” Ball
anid. *I like several of tho things
wo did aa a group. I really like
the opening song, ‘Sing It and
the ane after that by Joe Tex ‘I
Want to Do Everything for You,
and the way Irma does ‘Yield
Not,'and ...

Ball broke into a quiet laugh
in her soft southern accent.

The CD fentures top line New

SCREEN SCENE

Orlenns musicians from several
bends including Buckwheat
Zydeco's and Harry Connick's.
On tour the group will be backed
by Irma Thomas' band.

The tour began June 17 with a
2-1/2-week swing through the
Midwest and will resume in
Septembor for an eight-day
gwing through the West Coast.

Ball is the voteran of Frog
Island and experienced in its
reputation for attracting bad
weather.

“I'm just crossing my fingors
that it doesn't rain,” she said. “It
always seems like {t'a cold.” -

No doubt this trio will warm it

up.

Also performing Friday are the
Motor City Street Band, Little
Brian Terry & the Zydeco Travel-
ers and Chubby Carrier & the
Bayou Swamp Band.

The Imperial
Orchestra

They’re calling Saturday after-
noon “A Rockin' Roots BBQ,”
kicking off with guitar master
George Bedard & the Kingpins,
but the emphasis this year is on
the hot revival of swing with the
Canadian group The Johnny
Favourite Orchestra, OZE Band
of the Year The Twistin' Tarantu-
1as and Ann Arbor’s The Imperi-
al Swing Orchestra,

‘The music of Benny Goodman,
Louis Prima, Count Basic and
Duke Ellington is finding a now
young audience when filtered
through bands with a edge.

*The beautiful thing about the
swing fad is that it promotes
quality in musie, a good time and

ood music,” said Tom Loncaric,
pianist for The Imperial Swing
Orchestra. "Not that I don't like
rock music, I do, but this music
says it's OK to do-something
with quelity”

Loncaric scos the swing to
swing as a reaction to the
stripped down Seattle grunge
bands of recent years.

The 10-member band waoa
formed from a group of students
and former etudents who had
been getting together to listen to
the classica in the genre,

*It was neat listening to Benny
Goodman, Louis Prima and
Frank Sinatra,” Loncaric said, It

Swing

was interesting and there was
this underground fad celebrating -
that music on the West Const.,... -

It was o trip to sec Detrpit .
swingers the Atomic Fireballs
that convinced Loncaric that this - :
was the music he wanted~to--
make. Loncaric, 33, teaches -
music as King’s Keyboards and .
Oz's Music in Ann Arbor and .
plays piano and guitar dressed ;
in stylish '30s dreas. .

“It waa more uplifting than the
music I was used to hearing,” .
Loncaric said. :

It is also a music that encour- |
ages dancing. Young pecple -
across the country are reviving -
the Lindy Hop and other jitier-
bug routines to classic numbers |
like Goodman's "Sing, Sing, Sing”
and original compositions. .

“I have been pushing to write
our own music. It's important to
derive inapiration from that time |
poriod and combine it with our -
own,” Loncaric said. .

‘The orchestra includes Ryan
Smith of Farmington Hills on
saxophone, Patrick Knight of
Ann Arbor on upright bass, Chris
Neel of Ann Arbor on guitar,
Nino Demystryszyn of Oxford on
drums, Peter Klaver of Ann
Arbor on saxophone, Dave
Gilbert of Ann Arbor on saxo-
phone and clarinet, Brandon
Cooper of South Lyons on trum-
pet, David Ruth of Ann Arbor on
trumpst and Tracey Leigh of

n Arbor on vocals,

Loncaric is excited to ba play-
ing the same day as Bedard and
blueaman Anson Funderberg. N

The Imperial Swing Orchestra -
ia planning to record with -
national producer Mike Napoli-
tano in early July. .

Funderberg and his Rockets *
aro part of the Saturday Night -
blues bash with Thornetta Davis -
& Qo Papa Dah, Eddie Shaw &
‘The Wolf Gang and the Keb' Mo |
Band. =

Sunday ia “A Sunday Jazz
nie," featuring tho Keller/Kocher .
Quartet, the Marion Hayden |
Sextet, the Woodard Trio |
with Betty Joplin and headliners *
the Andy Bey Trio and the Nat.:
Adderly Quintet. el

A musical melange for every :

Maogic Bag ~ 22820 Wood-
ward, Ferndale. Call (248) 544-
8030 for information. ($2)

“The Weddlng Singer” (USA
- 1988}, 9:30 p.m, Thuraday, Juna
18. Adam Sandler plays the title
character, who falls for ono of the
brides (Drew Barrymore) in this
romantic comedy set in the
19808,

“Clorks” (USA - 1895), 9:30
p.r1. Wednesday, June 24. Kevin
Smith's audacious film dcbut is
set in o suburban Now Jersoy
party stere where the employeea
spend most of their time talking
about movies and insulting tho
customers.

Main Art Theatre - 118 N,
Main (at 11 Mile Rond), Royal

Qak, Call (248) 542-0180 for
information,

“The Spanish Prisoner”
(USA - 1998). Cu'myhnll Scott

male lover.

“The Last Days of Disco”
(USA - 1998), Whit Stillman, the
introspective director of

plays 8 young b xn whio

and "B
what he calls the third

dall:

P! B! ¥
ship with a mysterious tycoon
(Steve Martin), Expect plenty of
fascinating verbal interplay in
this lateat film written and
directed by David Mamet (*Glon-
garry Glen Rosa®).

“Wilde” (Britain - 1888),
Stophen Fry plays the English
playwright Qscar Wilde, whoae
brilliance in plays (*The Impor.
tance of Being Earnest™) and sto-
rios (*The Portrait of Dorian
Gray”) wore partinlly eclipsed by
his scandalous trial involving a

story in a loosely woven triptych

about the well-heeled young peo-
ple who populats New York's
club scene in the early 1980a.

Midnight movies - "Auatin
Powers™ (UBA - 1887} and “Fhe
Boyond® (Italy - 1981) both play
at the witching hour Friday and
Saturday nights. i;'-: H

Maple Art Theatre — Mafilo
at Tolegraph, Bloomfield. Cnil;
(248) 855-9090 for informatig.:
(£6.60; $4 beforo 6 pm.} H
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