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Alternative middle school begins selecting pupils

Terry Tahnoose wishea she
would've been able to enroll her
daughter, Rachel Malene, in an
alternative middle school.

The West Bloomfield reaident
thinks it would've helped educa-
tors realize carlier Rachol had
dyslexia and save her a number
of years of failing clacscs.

Students in the Farmington,
West Bloomficld, Huron Valloy,
Novi and South Lyon achools
will be sclected Friday, June 19,
to ‘participnte in the first alter-
naotive middle school being orga-
nized in southwestern Oaklnnd

County.

Principals and counsclors from
five southwostern Oakland
County school diatricts have
solected seventh and eighth
grade atudents to participate in
Southwest Alternative Middle
School during the 1898-99 school
year beginning Aug. 24,

Thero are 70 spaces available,
which program director, Dianne
Duthie, said sho expects will be
filled. But parents-interested in
enrolling their students are not
too late. They can call their
schoo! principals and counsclors

How could anyone not love
animals? A good rule Is not to trust
anyone that doesn’t like animals and
not to trust anyone that your animal
doesn't like. Even the greatest animal
lover's patlence s triied by
unresponslble pet owners. No one
wants a stray dog watering our
flowers o digging up our garden. In
addition, loase animals can pose a
hazard to joggers and traffic.

Dogs do not stay home for any
reason except that It is fun to be
home. If given the oppartunity, even
the most trusted pet will wander. To
make our dogs good nelghbors, we
must keep them from wandering, The
most Important tools we have for
keeping our pets at home are
obedlence tralning and spaying or
neutering. Tralning allows a dog to fit
better In the famlly relationship
making your pet happler. Spaying and
neutesing prior to sexual maturity will
prevent your pet from experlencing
the urge to seek amate.

N 4 B
Served every Sunday from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. |§8
* Adults $12.95 B
« Kids under 12 - $6.95 * Kids under § complimentary

Located on 12 Mile Road in front of the Copper Creck Subdivision
between Halstead und Haggerty Roads

27925 Golf Pointe Boulevard, Farmington Hills E
(248) 489-1656

't forget « we are open yvar round Monday through Satunday for lunch and dinner

MAKING FIDO A GOOD NEIGHBOR

N

A third aspect of responsible pet
ownership Is confinement. By keeping
your pet In a fenced In rea we can
allow out pets to have access to the
outslde, to exerclse, and to remain
safe. The undesground feaces are a
good option for many dogs.

At Small Animal Hospital, our
primary concern Ls your pet’s health.
We offer boarding, house calls, and a
24 hour emesgency service, For
questions conceralng your pet of to
schedule an appolntment, call our
office.

Look for our next article in two
weeks.

“Serving the community
for over forty-one years.”
SMALL ANIMAL
HOSPITAL, P.C.
32635 Northwestern Hwy.
Farmington Hills, Ml
{(248) 626-1853
“We See Big Dogs Too™
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Nomatter how hard we try.

It soams wo cannever fill
Dadb shoes.

Wise, Unselfish. Hard-
waorking and loving. Allwords

utatoour lives.

ite like

to describe what Dads contrib-

We take this opportunity to honor
eachof thefathers who died thisyear.
Rememberthesa Dads with us. it your fatheris still
living, express yourlove this Fathers Day.

THAYER-ROCK FUNERAL HOME
“T11E QUALITY SERVICE YOU EXPECT*
13803 Grand River Avenue ¢ Farmington
(248) 474-4131
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for more information about the

program,

Matlone, a 17-year-old cnrolled
in West Bloomficld’s alternative
high school, is now catching up
on hor work and will graduante
six months to a year late.

“From sixth grade on she had
not been learning, We were very
frustrated,” Tahnoose said of
Rachel who now has o 3.4 gpa. I
think there's a lot of kids that
have had problems in school and
there wasn’t really an alterna-
tive. The earlier they ean catch
it, tho better,”

Students in Watled Loke and
Clarenceville won't have the
option to attend this year since
achool officials opted against
participation in 1998-99.

“They're basically part of the

“They’re just not sending any
students this year.”

“Wo also have some other dis-
tricts in Oakland County that
are interested in joining,” howev-
or, sho said, program officials
are waiting to see if the two dis-
tricts participato next yeor.

Walled Lake school officials
are taking a wait and see
approach since the district
already has individual alterna-
tive middle achool programs in
place and officials have budgeted
for two more at tho two now mid-
dle schools opening this fall,

“We're going to watch it care-
fully,” said James Goisler,
Walled Lake schools superinten-
dent., “The new program ia unde-
fined. They (Walled Lake educa-
tors) folt they had a little more
control and could tailor (their)

District officiols will have a
bird’s cye view of the new achool
since which is planned to be
located inside the 15,600-square-
foot Maple Technology Center
right next to tho Walled Lake
schools ndministrative offico at
850 Ladd Road. A three-year
leasq is planncd.

Duthie said some district offi-
cials in the consortium were con-
cerned that if the program doca-
n't meet the needs of students
they would be sent back to their
home schools,

“We're going to try to work
with each child on an individual
basia so we will make that child
succesaful,” Duthie said, “If that
doesn't work we don’t want to
send them back.”™

schoals, anid the gon! is avoid
expulsion by working with stu-
dents until they're reedy to
return to thoir homa districts.
She said this has been highly
succeasful in Farmingtan alter-
native program.

Stoye Waeke, spokeaperson for
West Bloomfield schools, said
school officials thero opted to
entor into the consortium since

their alternativo high schoal pro-

gram has nlso been successful. |

“We decided to participate to
creato an opportunity at the
middle school lovel,” Wasko said.

Currently, Wasko eaid, there
aro no effectivo options for stu-
dents needing extra help at the
middle school level except Oak-
land County Boot Camp. Wagko
said officials were Jooking for a

consortium,” Duthic said. programs

Budget from page Al
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less drastic program.

bilingual summer school.

The clemontary study is an oxtensive
multi-year plan that will rovamp how the
youngest students learn.

‘The budget reduces the tax levy from 14.89
to 14.48 mills for homeowners and from 20.3
to 20.1 mills for bugincsses. On top of that,
the state levies another 6 mills for schoola.

A mill is worth $1 for every $1,000 in
state equalized/taxabdle value, half of market
value or an inflation-capped lower figuro.”

But tax bills still are increasing, albeit
slightly, because property values are increas-
ing. A alightly-above-average home with a
market value of $182,600 (and an SEV of
almost half of that) in 1997-98 is projected to
incrense in value to $189,800 in 1898.99,
with the corresponding achool property tax
moving from $1,838 to $1,842, according to
the budget.

Because of flat revenues — the state's per- .
pupil payment remains unchanged at $9,029
~ balancing the budget required tapping into
the fund equity. About $2.3 million wans
siphoned out of that account. But, Cnn'non

#aid thot the emergency savings account is
atill in good shape, with $23.4 million
remaining. .

Meanwhile, Cannon said the district is
moving toward its target of having a fund
cquity balance of B to 12 percent of total
exponditures by the end of the 2001-2002 fis-
cal year,

One reason the lack of new revenue didn’t
force major program cuts was the retiroment
of about 30 top-salaried teachers and admin-
istrators, resulting in a cost savings of
approximataly $760,000,

“We've nlso tightened up on class sizea at
“tho high achools and we reduced 10 certified
staffing positions,” Cannon continued.

The budget includes money for whatever
contract i are ulti ly inted
and far the first phase of a project to install
football lights at the three high schools.
Those lighta won't be ready in time for the
1998 football season, however.

Cannon cited the approval of o community
service equity and excellence program fund,

with $1.2 million in monoy set aside from the
recent Durant lowsuit scttlement. The fund
will gonerate about $60,000 annually in
interest.

That money will help pay some studenta’
tuition for summer school and the matching
of grants for staff members. *

About $1.6 million in general fund mogey
is being targeted for various school imprﬁ&
monts, to 2l those being h d
by the bond issuc approved last September,

“Our intent when wa go into buildings.is
not. to just enhance areas ... receiving
funds,” Cannon cxplained, “but to look at¥he
iﬂhnlla building, to bring it up to o certpin

evel ." -

1n other words, the district wants to avoid
& “time warp" situation where people scc o
drastic difference between bond isauc build-
ing additi and the ining portionsof
schools. oy

“What we're going to be doing through the
general fund is upgrading the lighting,
painting, putting in new carpet .., 80 the
entire building looks good and new.”
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