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i Public Schoola for a

ley Cup Monduoy,
Grog and his twin brother,
Keith, took a whack at some
driveway hockey. Greg guarded
the not from his wheelchair
‘while Keith tried to shoot tha
bali into the goal.

“-“You con be the referce, Dnd,”
-gnid Greg, who correctly predict
ed the Wings would win the title
on the following night.

" -A little whilo later, during an
interviow in the family dining
toom, a bulletin board behind Ed

Kornacki was covered with rib-
. bpna awarded to Greg for various

iti at the Farmi.

Gymnastics Center. Greg also
likes tce-ball.

- “He's very social,* snid Naney
*Kornncki. “There are no behav-
joral isaues.”

" Other kinds of issues do exist,
however.

" "Longtime members of the Sor-
rows parish, the Kornackis are

o upsct about what they view as
a form of discrimination that
thoy pulled their 8-yenr-old son,

half-day of traditional kinder-
garton and a half-day session
including physical and occupn-
tional therapy.

It is not what they want.
Although thoy have good things'
to say about the public school
district, they aimply prefer for
thoir children to be raised with o
Catholic cducation. *

Mixed signals

The current roadblock for Greg
didn't scem to bo there in 1896-
97, when, the parents sald, thoy
had a positive mecting with Sor-
rows Principal Roberta Clemak.

“We discussed the disability
and oxpressod intercst in
enrolling him there,” Nancy said,
*There was every indication from
that meeting that all of our chil-
dren were welcome at Our Lady
of Sarrows.”

And, during February and
March, 11 people took part in a
comprehenaive ovaluation of
El;og, cnlleii an Individualized

Brian, and Keith, out of
and enrolled them into different
“‘icheols for noxt yenr. The family
also has a 2-year-old daughter,
Maria, who also has spina bifida,
although not as seriously as her
brother does,
- Greg, meanwhile, will attend
Eagle Elementary School in

done by
Farmington Public Schoola, All
of them - including Nancy Tay-
lor of the achool district and
Ward's Sue Ford - snid there
were no apparent behavioral
problems, that Grog adapted
well to his eurroundings and
that he was ready for kinder-

garten. Neither Taylor nor Ford
could not bs reached for com-
ment fast week.

The Kornackia then scheduled

an oarly April meeting with
Clemak.
. “We came to that meoting
already assuming that our child
waa welcome based on our meet-
ing from 1 1/2-years ago,” Nancy
Kornacki said.

. Thelr assumption was off the
mark. The family found out that
day that Greg would not be
accopted into the school, Subse.
quently, thoy were told the samo
thing by Hurley and rccoived n
lotter reiterating Sorrows' posi-
tion.

“As a parish school providing
basic educational services for
gtudents in kindergarton
through oighth grade,” stated
Clemak in the letter, dated May
6. Sorrows “does not have the
capability to administer Special
Education Services for those
children who have scrious physi-
col or learning dieabilities.

“Wa also believo that accepting
Greg into kindergarten at this
time would be a diasservice to
him and to you. Bo assured that
a8 he becomes more indepen-
dent, we will be very happy to
reviow his progress and deter-
mine whether his well-being
would be maintained and

- The Multi-faceted
- Savings

Gem

Republic Bank’s
Diamond Money
Market Account

. Add some sparkle to your savings portfolio,
g With a Dlamond Money Market Account,
you can ncrease your carmings and still
access the cash you need.

» Secure a solld 5% earnings rate

® Access your earnings with
check-writing privileges

« Malntain a minfmum balance
of only $5.000

Any way you cut 1t, Republic Bank
makes your money work for you.
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Call 1-000-758-0753 to open your Diamond Account todayl
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Great O,

Cornwell Pool & Patio castles the nation's
most elegant brands and models of outdoor
furniture...Winston, Grosfillex, Homecrest,
Hatteras, Woodard, wrought Iron, wood,
aluminum and morel

.]| AndiFit's a pool you're locking for, remember
that “Pool” [s our middle namel With our
large selection, you're sure to find the quality,
brand, stze and shape you want,

All at the LOWEST price!
st ditaee ‘

ke 1 =™ ANN ARBOR PLYMOUTH
m & MI 3500 Ponttac Trall 874 W. Ann Arbor Road
(734) 662-3117 (734) 459-7410

Store Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fdl. 8. Sat. 10-6;
Sun. 12-4; Cosed Wed,

enhanced at Our
Lady of Sorrowa
School.”

Why not?

‘No  specifics
were given, other
than the fact a
construction pro-
gram is beginning
at Sorrows and
Clemak couldn’t
gunrantoe
whether the envi-
ronment would be safo and suffi-
ciont enough for o student
requiring special needs.

Hurley, on Friday, said Sor-
rows isn't yot able to meat the
needs of all students, But a con-
sultant recently was hired to
assist those with special needs,
and a renovation project is now
under way that will improve the
facilities.

“Not only do we know what
our strengths are,” Hurley aaid,
“but we know what our limita-
tions aro.”

The Kornackis even offered to
pay for the installment of & ramp
and for ono of the exit doors.
Thoy also offered to have ono of
the parents to go to Sorrows on
certain doys of the week to carry
Greg’s wheelchair to a basement
classroom for music. .

“Wo said, ‘Lat us know what
day and what time and we'll be
there,™ said Nancy. “(There was)
no response.” .

Another reason for tho Kor-
nackis’ rancor was the fact while
Greg was not being pormitted to
enroll, his twin brother Keith
(who does not have the birth
defect) was — and almost auto-
matically.

] Setting
A goals:
Greg
defends
the net
while
‘ playing
some
driveway
hockey
with his
twin,
Keith.

“We didn't need to provide
any information about Keith,
excopt for his birth cortificate;”
Nancy Kornacki said. "So, he
was admitted. People sce some-
ono in a wheelchair and they
make somo assumptions.”

Make it specific
The condition, the family con-

‘tends, is gomething they and

-in his life,* Nancy Kornacki said,
“and whoro he's at now, we're
extremoly proud of him. We feel
ho has aa much potential ns any-
body elss who attends school
over thero.”

Because of their treatment at
Sorrows, which hurt the Kor-
nackisa, they severed ties with
the parish.

*Qur children deserve to be in
an ed ional environment

Greg will
After nll, Greg nlready has had
to jump hurdlos since he and
Keith were born in April, 1892,
Ed and Nancy knew during
the first trimester of her preg-
nancy that the casing around the

spinal cord wasn't properly clos.:

ing for one of the twin fetuscs.
Immediately after Greg was
born, surgery was performed to
enclose the spine. In the years
since, he has had about 20 surg-
eries. Those have included proce-

‘dures to correct a club foot,

repair a hernin (unrelated to the
spina bifida) and insert a shunt
- to take fluid away from the
brain and drain it down to the
abdominal area.

Physical and occupational
thorapy continue to this day.

“With all the thinge he's faced
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where they aro truly wanted and
welcome to be,” Nancy aaid,
“Thera are ather excellent choic-
es out there.”

Thoy maintain there is noth-
ing in Sorrows' admissions policy
nddressing situations such ag
their son's. If something good
can come out of the fiasco, which
the Kornackis want, it would be
for Sorrows to moro clearly
dofine that policy.

*What we'd like to have hap-
pen,” sho snid, *ia I'd like the
school, the church, whatever, ...
I'd like their admissions policy to
be very carefully reviewed and
revised to accurately reflect the
position they want to take ns a
Catholic school. .

*It hns some vague statements
in therc. We just don't want this
to happen to another family.”

i1 G {ty
Council is contributing $200 for
n total of $4,000 in the two cases.

Don Cohen, Anti-Defamation
Leaguo regional director, praised
the actiona.

“A hate crime 'is torgeted
towards a specific segment of the
community, but it covers an
entire community,” said Cohen
during a Farmington Hills City
Council meeting June 15. “It
tries to moke targeted groups
fecl isolated and terrorized.

*Your action today makes it

very clear that it's not the tar-
geted group that should feel iso-
lated, but it'a those who bring a
message of hate and bigotry into
Farmington Hills."

Farmington Hille police are
investigating both incidents. At
Adat Shalom Synagogue, van-
dals spray-painted anti-Israel
alogans, suggesting those
involved may have an anarchiat

. ar political agenda. ;

Graffiti found at Forest Ele-
mentary waa ethnic in nature
and more crudely written, police

gaid. Juveniles may have been
iitvolved in that incident.

"“The exporience of our police
department is, especially if it's
juveniles, and you offer a
reward, you do have a chance of
getting some information,” City
Manager Daniel Hobbs said.

“It's moro important for us to
make a statement that this type
of behavior is not tolerated in
our community.” .

Anyonc with information
whould call Farmington Hills
police at 248-473-9695.
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- Take advantage of the hot clearance values now at Applegate,
where merchandise is drastically reduced!

*
Savings up to 73%*I1Y
*at panticipating stores
Baggit * Bernard C, Chocolates  Clipper’s Unisex Halr Salon » Cloverteaf Wine Store
Don's Salon ® Empire Szechuan Garden e First Discount Travel
Hamilton Place Art Gallery » Herb Vita » Imaginknit ¢ Le Metro Restaurant
Little Daddy’s » MB Jewelers * Mira Linder ® Roland Optics + Sew Biz ¢ Slades Gift Shop
Starbuck’s Coffee » The Waiting Game ¢ Valentina

Applegate

Y Highway B

12°& 13 Mile Road « Southfield ‘




