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:;Stratfbrd is idyllic site for miraculous performances:

" BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

With the Canadian “joonic” at
an oll-time Jow againsg the U.S.
dollar (nbout 68 cents), it is a
groat Lime to visit our heighbors
to the north (or the soith if you
o across at the Ambasgador).
Over the next two weeks we
will take o ook at Canada’s two
great summer repertory theaters
ond the idyllic towns that house
them. The Stratford and Shaw
festivals have always been a
great draw from suburban
Dotroit, but this could be a
. record year with a healthy econ-
_..omy and that fantastic
“on the dollar. 1
Stratford is a regular stop for
tour buses, honoymooners, woek-
end vacationers and arca school
groups (see related story). In
addition to excellent theater
(usually), the town itself is a
tronsure, It is a place désigned to
relax even the most pxcitable
Type A personality.
A park runs aleng the Avon
River, inviting strollerp to walk
for miles along its banks. Here
are flower gardens and | beautiful
homes. Many of the homes are in
the Ontario cottage style in yel-
Jow brick that is peculiar to this
aren. Gardeners will want to
. :linger at Shakespearc's Garden
+ Zwith its display of flowers and
. lierbs, Special maps are avail-
*able in town for walking exeur-
Bions through historic areas,
. Bicyelists ean wheel about
. town or take to the road for side
“wiaits to St. Mary's, Shake-
. r speare, Tavistock and pther pic-
Auresque towns.
For the third year in a row, we
pted to stay ot the Queen's Inn.
< We cnjoy its central lgcation to
“*Xhe three Stratford thenters, its
ntimate size and its friendly
tafl. After experimenting with a
Southwest themed restaurant,
he Inn-has returned,its main
ining,rqom to a traditional
2+ menu undar tho namé Honry
- IVIIl'g, Thiiinn's Bodr's Head
SPub copints
2+% wideséldétion of beors and,
. while wo wol there, World Cup
* ~goccer. Sy
. Stratford do
Tuxury hotel like
. TN

Ve & true
ingarn-on-the-

" Area students enjoy Stratford

BY HUGH GALLAGHER '
STAFF WRITER .

1
Tony Magni has been running
o cross country camp ot the Pin-
ery in Ontario for 34 years, But
it wasn't until 10 years ago that
the Redford Catholic Central
teacher and coach decided to
include the Stratford Festival as
part of the deal. :
*“I'm sorry I didn't. think of
going to Stratford earlier,” he
said, !
Ench year Stratford plays
hosts to school groups from
Ontario, Michigan and New
York, offcring many students a
first opportunity to sed works by
' Shakespeare and aother play-
wrights performed by profession-
al actors. \ ‘

i
“We po to Stratford and sec
the play and then come back to
camp,” said Magni, who teaches
_ history at Catholic Central. “The
English teachers give extra cred-
it for anyone that will write on
the Shakespeare play.™

The reaction from Magni's atu-
denta has been positive.
© “They love it. A fow of the
young kida, the sophomores,
don’t know what to expect. I try
to get them information on how

exchange

31&1 serve pub grub, .

Laoke, whero the Shaw ival
resides. It does have several
moderately priced motels, small
hotela like the Queen's Inn, The
Stratford and the Victorian Inn
on the Park and a sclection of
B&Bs. Also you can opt to stay
out of town at several rural
B&Bs.

Each year we splurge on one
finc dinner. This year we chose
the Church Restaurant’s Belfry.
This is one of those restaurants
that serves beautifully present-
ed, medestly proportioned but
superbly prepared meals that

you can fotlow with an cqually’

eye-filling and satisfying desaert.
Our meala did not disappaint. In
addition to the Church, Stratford
offers tho Old Prune, Rundles
and the Hyacinth House in this
category.

But we also scarch out less
expensive alternatives. Two
years ago it was Mrs. Carter's
Restaurant, which serves toa
and melt-in-the-mouth sconea
and excellent, moderately priced
meals. This year’s find was the
Trattoria Fabrizio, an Italian
coffee house that offers cosual
cafeteria-style pasta dinners, o
sclection of coffee and tea drinks,
excellent pastry and Luciano
Pavarotti on the speakers. It also
promises an oceasional Italian
family squabble now and then,
but we missed that part, Check
it out. X .

But, of course, “the play's the
thing.” Stratford began in 1953
under Tyrone Guthrie as a
Shakespearean theater. But it
now offers o wide range of thea-
trial i including four

Stratford Schedule

At the Festival Theatro

Wililam Shakespeare's “Jullus
Caoesar,” through Nov. 7

waosserman-Lelgh-Darlon musl-
cel *Man of La Mancha,”
through May 8

Robert Bolt's “A Man for all
Seasons,” through Nov. 8

Willlam Shakespoora's “The
Two Gentlemen of Verona,” July
30to Nov. 7

At tho Avon Theatre

Jay Presson Allen's “The
Rrime of Miss Jean Brodlo,”
through Nov. 6

Witlam Shakespeore’s “Much
Ado About Nothing,” through
Nov. 6 .

Willlam Gibson's “Tho Miracle .
Worker,” through Nov. 7

Moliere's “The Miser,” July 31
to Nov. 7

At the Tom Patterson The-

re
Willlam 's *The

Cherry Orchard: The trouble

Anne Ross as Anya, Sarah Dodd as Varya, Stephen R

PHOTOS BY CYLLA YO TIEDEMANY

family of Anton Chekhov's tragi-comedy, left to right,

Henry as Lyubov and James Blendick as Lopachin.

Winter's Tale,” theough Sept. 20
Anton Chekhov's "The Cherry

Orchard,” through Sept. 19
Tennessao Willlams® “The

Night of the iguana,” July 7 to

Sept. 18

- Samuel Begkeétt's “Walting

For Godat,” July 10 to Sept. 18

For a.copy of the vizitor’s’
guide and information on tick-
‘ets, call 1.800-567-1600.

plays by the Bard and works by
Moliere, Chekhov nnd Beckett
and & musical (see schedule)

er,” d trates how carcful
direction and great acting can
often lift lesser works to a level
of theatrical

Todny and Thursday we'll offer
a sampling,

The Miracle Worker

William Gibson's name is-

never mentioned in the pantheon
of great dramatists, His output
has been small and his reach
was nover to the limits of a
Shakespeare, a Chekhov or a
Beckett.

But this year at the Stratford
Festival, an emotionally riveting
production of Gibson’s only
famous play, “The Miracle Work-

to act and a synopsis of the play
8o they know what's going on,”
he said.

Over the ycars, the CC stu-
dents have seen “Taming of the
Shrew,” “"Midsummer Night'a
Dream,” “Hamlet,” “Macbeth,”
and “Julius Caesar.” Last year
they saw “Camelot.” This August
they will see “Two Gentlemen of
Verona.”

*“Anybody who comes to camp,
part of the fee includes the ticket
to Stratford,” ho said.

The annual trek is so popular
that many of the Canadians liv-

ing near the Pinery join the |

young runners to make a bus
load.

This year Rose Rada-LaValle
will not be nccompanying Livo-
nia Ladywood students to Strat-
ford ns sho has done overy year
since 1990, She was promoted
from her position as an English
teacher to nssistant principal.

“Wo try to do a Shakespeare
and another play. Some yecars
it's o straight play and some-

times it's o musical. It's a good .

experienco and enriching,” Rada-
LaVallo said.

Students sign up at the end of
their sophomore year to attend
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*“The Miracle Worker,” at the
Avan, is the true story of how in
the 18808 a young Annie Sulli-
van combined compnssion with
discipline to bring the deaf and
blind Helen Keller into the world
of “language.” It is also the story
of how Sullivan fought against
the indulgent and damaging love
of Helen's parents,

Director Jeannette Lamber-
mont had to work against the

memory of those who have seen.

Arthur'Penn's film version with

B ft and Patty Duke. It is
enough to aay that Lamber-
wmont’s production is 8o
fresh,vital and emotionally
nuanced that it stands alone.

‘The gifted Cynthin Dale is a
constant amazement. This year
she is playing Annie Suilivan
and Aldonza in “Man of La Man-
cha” in repertory. She gives to
Annie Sullivan a complexity that
is intriguing to watch. Annic is a
young girl hersclf, just 20, with n
lilting Irish accent and outward-
ly happy cxpréssion. But she is
haunted by memories and steely
in her methods. Dale, in her mid
30s, conveys both the youth and
the depth,

She is matched by 19-year-old
Trish Lindstrom playing a 12-
year-old Helen. Lindstrom loaks
younger than her years, but
more important her performance
is focused, intense and real. Her
long face takes on a simian look,
distant, unconnected until she
latches on to something and that
inner intelligence beams.

*. Phe brutal fights between
teacher and pupil are exhausting
but cach ends in a step forward
until-that famous, draining cli-
m .

i " x,
the play's original 84are. ADOL...~-Other strong performances
e« mememmcO@E.from Kevin Gudahl and

in the fall of their junior year.

“They've acen a lot of Shake-
speare,” Rada-LaValle said. “We
saw ‘Macbeth’ and lost year we
saw ‘Camelot,’ and they loved
that. A couple years ago we saw
‘Little Women’ and they really
loved that,”

The theater is only part of the
Stratford experience for the
Ladywood women,

“We try to get there carly and
let them have some time in the
town. We try to have them bring
a lunch. A lot of them will have a
picnic by the river when we first

there.” .

This fall the juniors will be
secing *Man of La Mancha” and
“Much Ado About Nothing.”

Barbara Fulton as Helen's very
Southern parents and Adam
Bruzier as her troubled but cor-
ing half brother.

Dany Lync's burlap surround-
ed sct, suggesting live oak, beau-
tifully captures the slow, languid
South against which Annic Sulli-
van's energy is a contrast,

The Cherry Orchard

James Blendick’s resemblance
to Boris Yeltsin adds a bit more
symbolic weight to his excellent
performance as Lopachin, the
serf's son who rises to wenlth'in
Anton Chekhov's masterpicce,
“The Cherry Orchard.”

This story of changing times in
Russin and the sweeping away of
aristocracy, circa 1904, is pre-

many directors forget, that
Chekhov's plays are comedies,
“The Cherry Orchard” is a sad
comedy, n comedy with tragic
and historic implications, but
still a comedy, rich in humor as
well as humanity.

The play concerns Lyubov and
Leonid, sister and brother, who
own a cherry orchard in rural
Russia. Lyubov has been away
several yenrs following the acci-
dental death of her young son
and has now been brought home
by her daughter. The cherry
orchard must be sold to pay
taxes. The two childlike siblings
ean not bear their loss.

Around this story are a com-
plex group of characters,
Lyubov's adopted, rigid daughter
Varya; her effervescent 17-year-
ald doughter Anya; the radical,
full-time student Petya; and sev-
eral servanta and town’s people,
ench with a story to tell. That is
Chekhov's method, to allow each

of his ch to tell their sto-

sented in the tight, i Bur-
roundings of the Tom Patteraon
Theatre, .

Director Diana LeBlane, who
specinlizes in these wrenching
family plays, remembers what
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ries and by doing so to unpeel
the layers of Russian society to
find the humanity in everyone.
We laugh with them, not at
them.

ussell as Leonid, Martha

Miraclo Wark-
er: Trish =
Lindstrom,
left, is Helen
Keller and>
Cynthia Dale:
is Annie Stl-
livan in :
Stratford’s:

wrenching

William Gib-
son’s histori-
cal play.

Central to this pla
Lopachin, a serfs son with
painful memories of slavery but
warm feclings for the adult chil-
dren of hia former “owners.”
Blendick's performance :as
Lopachin is full, gregarious,
“Russian” and when his warmth
turns to chill and his kindness to
triumph it is lacerating.

But in a production so full
there are many fine perfor-
mances including the incompara-
ble Martha Henry as the painful-
ly frivolous and anxious Lyubov,
Stephen Russell as the carcless
but sweet Leonid, Jordan Pettle
as the bumbling Yepichodov_sind,
especinlly, David Janscosas
Petya, the perennial student
who understands the worldaiiit
not his own feclings. -

The production drags towdrd
the end, The symbolic “time-to
go" gets tedious. But to une
stand Russin, you need to under-
stand Chekhov and this is a good
start.

Thursday, “Julius Cacsar” end
“A Man for All Scasonys.” Next
Sunday, a look at the Shaw Fes-
tival in Niogara-on-the-Lake.
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