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For some months, we had
planned a trip to California
around two major themes: tak-
ing a couple of dnya“u; drive with

‘What: Tho Getty Center
Whoero: Los Angeles

Museum hours: 10 o.m. to.6
p.m., Saturday and Sunday; 11
a.m. to 7 p.m,, Tuesday ant

our Son Fi d daugh-
ter south on U.S. 1 to Los Ange-
Jes, and, once in L.A., visiting
the new Getty Center.

But a week before weo
with a double whammy. = ©."

Our daughter called to report
that El Nino had washed gut the
most scenic part of Route 1 —
south of Carmel to San Simeon,

And the New York Times

_ served warning that at tho Getty

— “the hottest cultural attraction
in the notion” - restrooms were
few and far between, In fact,
according to the Times, just two
of the nine sets of restrooms are
in the museum proper.

Next week [ will dotait our
derniled drive along the coast.
Meanwhile, let me agsure you
that with & little planning “got-
ting to the Getty” and “going at
the Getty” both can be handily
nccomplished.

Ads run in the Los Angeles
papers urging residents to “..
look ahend, plan shead, call
ahead ... and visit the Getty a Lit-
tle later.” Yes, they admittedly
have been overwhelmed by the
number of visitors flooding their
gates sinee the high-profile com-
plex opened in December.

Parking reservations are a
neceasity. They are your only
guarantee of getting into the
nuscum proper. But our experi-
ence was that if you goon o

hit’

ond 11 a.m.t0 9
p.m., Thursday and Friday.
 Closed Mondays and mgjor holl-
days. .
Admisslon: Free, but may be
denied to those without @ park-
Ing pass when mora than 5,000
visilars are on site.

Parking: By reservatlon only,
$5 charge.

Informatlon: {310) 440-7300 .

* ing artwork which spans several

. hour we spent in the 134,000-

weekdoy and arrive well shead
of the museum's 11 a.m. opening
- by cither car, bus or bike

. (thore are bike racks) ~ you

won't encounter lines at the
tram, which whisks you to the
hilltop site, or be turned away at
the museum.

Once on top, you are over-
whelmed by the site’itself, from
which on a clear day you can get
breath-taking views of the Pacif-
ic Ocenn, the San Gabriel Moun-
tains and the Los Angeles street-
senpe.

We, in fact, had a parking
reservation for 8 a.m. The carly
hour allowed us to zero in on a
rest room, which - as we were
warned - was small_and tucked
into an out of the way spot. But
once you know whero it is, you
just factor it into your muscum-
going (pun intended!).

Also, if you are pl toent

you should make a reservation
a8 soon as you arrive. Even if
you choose to eat at any of the
numerous carts offering drinks
and light refreshments, stop into'
the restaurant to sco tho intrigu-

walls by L.A. collagist Alexis
Smith, Entitled “Taste,” it
explores images associated with
the word “taste” and ita defini-
tiona — from culinary to aesthet-
ic.

An important part of our Getty
experienco was that 9-10 a.m.

square-foot Central Garden, the’
site-specific work of artist Robert
Irwin. My husband, daughter
and I were the only visitors,
along witha couple of gardeners.
In the quict of the morning, the'
gurgling sound of watey, as it
streamed downward nlong o
mosnic-tiled river-bed toward the
heart of the garden, where iL cas-
caded over a stone waterfall and
into an azalea pool, scemed as
important to this three-acte gar-
den as its more than 500 vari-
eties of plants and trees.

And we were campletely daz-
zled ns the aix low-slung Getty
Center buildings, designed by
American_architect Richard
Meier and éonstructed of 1.2 mil-
lion square feat of beige-colored,
cleft-cut, Italian travertine
stone, cought the bright morning
sunlight. I'don't know of another
city where tho'light is such an
ineredible foctor. If you leave
even the smallest smidgen of
space between your draperics,

at the Getty Center restaurant,

Entrance
rotunda: This
view is from
the muse-
um’s court-
yard.

i
e,

78y
. 6/‘(117&
1y

Presents Our Exciting W
)

A
SeaWorld. Package
Located only 20 min. from Sea World in the rolling hills of Ohio’s
1 gela;

+ Extended Contlnental Breakfast Bullet,

+ Two'Tickets for ol dny any day adult admlsslon to Sea World of Chlo.

Sigy an addltional night for the discounted rate of only $89.00 +tax?
y%\aéi Only $1 39.00 +faxr
50.00KCail Toll Free 1-888-d47-2646

Special package price valid for reservations July 85tk - September Tth,
Reservations must be made by July 31, 1998, 1

Ask About Geauga Lake Amusement Park Discount Tickets!

the razor-thin ray of
sunlight will light up your entire
hotel room.

The use of that light is key
‘voth to the outside architecture
and the inside design of the
Getty Conter. Travertine panels
cover not only tho retaining
walls and boscs of all buildings,
but also serve as paving stones
for the arrival plaza and muse-
um courtyard, as well as on
indoor walls in transitional
spnces between galleries,

Sky lights and other glass cle-
ments allow the California sun-
shine to light the interiors. The

« Graat Atmosphere
« National Acts
* Banque! Faciliies

ner At daey's Camedy Civh;
» Dinner/Show Packages Available

Sky high: The Getty Museum sits on a hill overlooking Los Angeles.

gallerics on the museum's upper
fevel are all naturally lit, using
computer-agsisted louvers and
ghadcs to adjust the intensity
and quality of light.

Ah yes, the muscum itsell. We
found it one of the most enjoy-
able settings to look at art we
had ever experienced. Made up
of five interconnected two-story
pavilions, you have the opportu-
nity to move through a scries of
intimnte galleries, and just at
the moment that you nced a
brenk, you can step out onto an
exterior courtyard and drink in
the world below.

Major collections of paintings
and decorative arts take up most
of the permanent exhibition
space, The paintings are dis-
played on walls of muted color,
rather than the usual muscum
white. And cach decorative arts
gallery resembles an actual

36071 Plymouth Road * Livonla
— Reservations Suggested — (734) 261-5500

Sports Bar and The Home of th

Summer Hours
Open: Mon,-frl. at 11:00 a.m,, Sat. at 5:00 p.m.; Closed Sundays
Lunch - Dinner - Late Nite Supper ~
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room, with the watls lined in rich
fabrics appropriate to the fur-
nighings. " "

The Getty Center i8 renawn
for its photography collection, so
we were disappointed that those
galleries were closed the day we
were theré, Considering the
value of the collection, we were
surprised that just three gal-
leries were devoted to photogra-
phy. By comparison, 20 galleries
display painlings, 16 show deco-
rative arts and five are commit-
ted to sculpture. We left the
seulpture for a future visit,

The adjncent Getty Research
Institute for the History of Art
and the Humanities has a small
space for rotating exhibits,
including photography. We were
enchanted by the current exhibi-

Jount STEIENS

tion of photographs token by
Europeans working in the
Ottoman Empire, From July 26
to Oct. 25, the space will be
devated to the photography of
three artists whosé work exam-
ines the Alameda Corridor, an
area south of downtown Los
Angeles. -
1t’s been 15 years since I spent
any time in Los Angeles. T had
no real desiro to go back until
the Getty opened. It's nmple rea-
son to return.

Judith Doner Berne, a West
Bloomficld resident, is former
managing editor of the Eccentrlc
Newspapers. Now that she has
time to travel, she is a frequent
contributor to thia section.
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The Palace a0 Pine Knob Box Offices and al ocieiZauens , Charge (248) 645-6666.
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Coutedian Marvin
Weldh Invites you
10 enjoy Hie
cospntentul
culsiite at
AMuarvin's Uislnv/  Turke:
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Adults...*9”

Brunch at the Bistro!

EVERY SUNDAY from 11 am.-4 p.m. |
iugs, Pancakes, French Toast, Ham, Bacon. Chicken, Roast |-
retndertatnn, Mullits, Fralts, Vegerables, Soup, Salad & mure, |
(small menne variety also avilabie)

T

Children...’4%

5

Summer Dinner Specials
1%, KING CRAB LEGS. $16.95
1402. NEW YORK STRIP.

INEXPENSIVE DAILY SPECIALS
¥ Lunch frouru}‘lf's .

Dinner from..57%

HAPPY HOUR Mon.-Fri. 3-7. p.m.
With Complimentary Hors d'ocuvres!

Enjoy Our Piano Bar
Wed.-Sat, 7 pan.midnight

and at Lunchuime Mov

(Cigars available at the Plano Bar)

Frl. noon-2:30 p.am.

Specializing in Steaks, Seafood & Pasta |
in a Friendly, Casual Atmosphere i
15800 Middlehielt {between 5 & 6 Mite) ¢ Livanla ¢ 734.522-56003




