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Family makes room for former inmate

On hor first evening boyond
the confines of prison in almost
cight yenrs, Mindy Brass was to
he surrounded by friends. .

“We're planning o quiot
evening, but it's gaing to be quite
o celebrations,” said Robin Fras-
er-Barrett, who welcomed Brass
into her home in Farmington
Hills. .

‘Brass, 39, is a California
woman who — until last month.
when Oakland Circuit Judge
Rudy J. Nichols granted a new
trial — was in prison under
Michigan’s controveraial drug
lifer law that mandates life in

* prison, with no chance of parols,
fdr anyone convicted of traflick-
ing in 6560 or more grams of
cpenino or heroine.

+She was relensed on personal
bond Friday after defense nttor-
noy Marguerite Hanes argued
that a 1994 heart attack had left
Brass in poor health and unable

to fleo tho stato -— a concern
voiced by the Onkland County
assistunt progocutor Beth Hand,

The defense motion was bol-
stored by nn affidavit from a car- -
diologist at the University of
Michigan, Dr. Xeith Aaronson,
who aald Brass’ continued incar-
coration would be hazardous to
her health, ©

“We wero concerned that sha
was a flight risk,” said. But the
doctor — who evaluated Brass
for a possible heart transplant —
said keeping her in jail could
hasten her death, said the assis-
tant prosecutar.

Even with that testimony,
Brass' relense on personal bond
had stringent conditions, Nichols
said, Brass ia to be under virtual
houso nrrest — with an electron-
ic tothor — at the home of tho
Fraser-Barrett fomily. )

“She (Brass) is able to go to the
doctor or to synagogue,” said

Robin Fraser-Barrett, wﬁo
agreed under oath to notify offi-

cocaine to undercover police at
the Holiday Inn in Decomber,

cials should terms of hor release 1991,

be compromised,

Fraser-Barrett said she did not
know Brass until roading news-
paper accounts about her incar-
ceration and her need for a new
heart lnst year, "I wrote to
Mindy, and then T visited her.
‘We sort of clicked, and now she's

The two men implicated Brass
and two other men. Brass and
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Oakland Digcst provides a
summary of heodline storics
from around the county during
the week leading up to July 19

Road Improvemonts could cause

* delays on the following Oakland
County Roads this week. Roads
are open unless noted, Alterna-
tive routes are advised in all
Instances.

R698
From: Franklin to Inskter
Community: Southficld
Datpils: Shoulders will bo closed
alatg westbound 1-696 through
Sppt. 20.
EADAMS ROAD
AtvSquare Lake Road .
Communitics: Bloomfield -
Township and Troy
Details: The center turnlane

, and Wil bo widened and the road
will'be resurfaced through Sept.
a0 .

RERIDGE LAKE .
From: Rattalee Loke Road to
Davisburg Road '
C(;mmunuy: Springfield Town-

ship

Details: A rond paving project is

being conducted through the end
. of August.

EDEQUINDRE ROAD
From: Big Beaver to

r Wattles
Community: Troy .
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The first step in your Steps to Greatness is designed to excite,
: enhance, and educate you and your staff
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Details: Dequindre is being
widened from two to five lanes.
The project ia expected to be com-

pleted by Oct, 31,

EFOURTEEN MILE

From: Welch to Hrggerty
Community: Commerce Town-
ship

Details: The road will bo closed
through Oct. 8.

HGRAND RIVER

At: Farmington Road
Community: Farmington
Details: Grand River will be
reduced to one lane in each dirce-
tion tluough Sept. 15,

ELONG LAKE ROAD

From: Falmouth to Grandy, enst
and west of Rocheater Rond
Community: Troy .
Details: The road is being recon-
structed and resurfaced.

EMAPLE ROAD

From: Franklin to Telegraph
Community: Bloomfield Town-
ship.

Details: There will be periedic
1and closures for resurfacing
through July,
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two of the men were subsequent- :;mmm:w Tho Allen House
Lyln.ou’ h  uader law,: o Maple lgond landmark for '
gh ooe conviction was decades, could be converted into
w?{r::rgzevm:r;;z?cf; s ordored 2 museum, City officials gave the
after Nichols sald defenso attor- Birmingham Historical Society
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No Jack: For months, a sign on
the vacant Jumber yard on M-24
heralded the arrival of a Former
Jack store. But that apparently ~
won't happen as property owners.
2nd supermarket officials could
n't come to agreement on a jeas:

o
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living in my home.” neys should have had access to a the go-ahead to develop amuse-  Hajl, Hamlin: City officials and
Robin and her husband Frod documont that would onable SmAt the sito, provided it raises  residents expressed pleasure -
are both petired from Amoritech.  thom to challengo the credibility ~$300:000 taward the project. with the rebuilt Hamlin Road, ..
They have four youngsters, of William Leflet, one of the two The new Hamlin provides a
including o 17-y 1d daugt men d in Troy. DLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP major cost-west thoroughfare  “:
at homa. *Our entire family is  Brass was sorving her life  Sidowalk talk: Township north of M-69.
excited about having Mindy live term at Scott Correctional Facili-  trustees are considering whether : -
with us,” said Robin Fraser-Bar- ty in Plymouth when she suf-  tg ask voters to approve o new M
rett. . ferod a heart attack in April, tax to build aafety paths, The SOUTHFIELD -3
Brass had never sct foot in 1994, Brass triggered an ethical jlinge request could appear on d work: There is no dispute  +
Michigan until sho was arrested  debate on organ transplant pro-  the fall baliot. Ron: wzx; “’slﬁ no "‘.’; s
and brought to Troy whero ehe cedures }ast year when she . among x“‘;&gﬂ ‘;fﬂ"];“ﬁ:dn 1
had boen implicated in a drug became the first inmato in that the 1.63( t.hu iec, Oak-
case. Two California men Michigan history to request n CLARKSTON §numctmu ia the """"': in Oak- ¢
attompted to sell a kilo of heart transplant. R Still in the g?mv:h It‘la_.be?n a eandpoumy' frhﬁe‘;';:&m\" :
. good season for the A section ear s
. Tomeats senior softball team. dubious distinction in a recent
The team, whose players, range five-year survey of metro-area .
from early 608 to mid-70s, is 13~.  traffic accidents. :
L . 3 in ita Oakland County senior H
ENORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY faced. Expect delays and a poasi-  softball lengue. ROV H
At: Telegraph Road - blo detoiir for the next several Founding father: Former Pro-
Community: Southfield * FARMINGTON HILLS bate Judge Norman Barnard E
Details: Two left lanes are Parking problems: Despita was remembered a8 a founding ¢
closed. The ramp from north- SPONTIAC TRAIL . protesta from nearby residents,  father of Troy, his hometown = .
bound Northwestorn to south- At: Green Lake Road, . Farmington Hills council mem-  since 1919, Barnard, whodied .~
bound Telegraph will be closed C cat bers appraved B d Hospi- recently at 84, hnd servedasa
intermittently during non-rush  Detalls: The road is being tal's plans to expand parking justice of the peace, a8 chairman $
hour periods through July 31 widened to include a center turn  onto property bordering St. ‘of the Troy Charter Commission 3
The ramp from northbound Tele-  lane through Aug. 24. Francis Street. Council members  and as the community’s first city ¢
graph to 1.696 and northbound approved a zoning change for the  manager. :
){or:hdwcauls%l Highway will be EROCHESTER . {)r;:pfrty. 2-2. allenevéing parking :
closed until Oct. 30, ROAD ot plans to proceed. WEST BLOOMFIELD :
From: M-69 to Avon Road Publi 1: The townshi s
IRNINE MILE Cnmm' o mun: ity: Rochester Hilla LAKE ORION and r:c‘::nt.lun :ummiuit}:nw o
From: Northbound Northwest- Do Ono lano will be closed Pool plans: Labor Day weekend  announced plans to buy the :
orn Highway and southbound in ench direction through July 31 3 ) yoan tabbed aa the opening  Potomac Club, a private swim :
Southfield Road. . date for Lake Orion High facility on Farmington road, :
Community: Southfield MUNION LAXE School's new pool, Newly-hired  north of Maple, The five-ucre site ;
Details: Ono lane will bo closed  From: Wise to Cooley Lake district aquatics directar Amy includes a Z-shaped 75-foot !
through Oct. 1. . ron Thayer said pool activities will  swimming pool and 12,000- .
Community: Commerce Town-  pa few at firat, but will grow square foot clubhouse.
ship - . steadily throughout the year.
MORCHARD LAKE ROAD Details; Utility companics are -
At: Grand River conducting work that will affect '
Community: Farmington the center turn lane for the next

Details: There will bo olternat-

ing lane closures through Aug.

MORION ROAD -

several days.

From: Rochester Rond to Bucll
C ity: Onkland T \
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—INTERMISSION ENTERTAINMENT—
THREE MEN AND ATENOR
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Visit o

Thursday, October 8, 1
For Reservations, call 734-427-212
ur Web Site at wwalvonja. org/steps

¢ FranklinCovey.
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COLLEGE

Rich Levinson
RHL & Assoclatos

nselng.

998  Burton Manor ¢

7:30 - 4:30 p.m.

2 « FAX 734-427-6055

o r—t
f 7\ <0 ¥OU Your Fupry.
Details: The road X‘:nbcinx resur 1 et ﬁST BNEM y;

OB

Even With Alr-Conditloning,
Your Pur Ia The Closet,
Closet, Ot Basement

Durtng Warm Weather
13 A Mistake
Protect Your Investment

Trust It to Dittrich Fur's

34'F. Vaults

and
Expert Care
e o
Clince 1599

For Free Pick-Up
(248) 642:3003 oc (313) £73-8300
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Contanporary
Classics

For the best in craftsmanship and unique creations, experience the
‘quality of M.B. Jewelry Design. Al our designs are masterfully created
with passion and love for aur craft,
. . N

M.B. JEWELRY DESIGN & MFG. LTD.

Applegate Square ® 29847 Northwestern Hwy.
Southfield, MI 48034 « (248) 356-2007
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We have 1o areate space for an afl-new

Everything on ouy Flooris now on sale.
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CUSTOM FURNITURR l
880 S. Old Woodward « Blsmingh:
248-847-8882 ingham
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