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ow” is o
TALK ,ular mxi
about & man
who, unknow-
ingly, lives his
entire life on
TV. But on the
Internet, every-
day people live
{pz nvcjrydgy
ives alrcady
MIKE 1 being
WENDLAND 150 dcast to o
worldwide

audience of online voyeurs,

By now, everybody’s heard of
the Florida. woman who gave
birth on the Internet and the
Californin teenagers who
promised to lose their virginity

‘{ before an Internet camera. But

the Floridn woman's net event
waa far from typical,

And the aite promising to
chronicle the loat virginity of
the teens turned out to be a

hoax.

But forget thoso bizarre inci-
dents. Because the idea of
hooking up n Webcam is some-
thing hundreds of others are
have been experimenting with
on the Net for montha,

For example, consider Ben
Tolbert (http:/pages.prodi.
gy-not/bentolbert/benny.ht
m) from Mt. Clemens,

Tolbert's an extrovert, Se,
when he's not working as an
electrician ot the nearby Self
tidgo Air National Guard base,
lhie's'on “Benny Cam,” his live
heokup to the Internct. A cam-
era attached to his home com-
puter shows the whole world
Benny exercising ... cooking ..
hanging around. He tokes the
camera all over ... the back-
yard, the kitchen, his living

room.

“It's just fun,” said Tolbert.
“People ask me all the time,
why I do this and I just smile
and shrug. It sounds kind of
weird, I know, but it's fun,
What can I say?”

Tolbert put his “Benny Cam”
online in April, Since then,
more than 2,000 people have
logged in to check it out. He
even has posted a schedule on
his Web site so Internct surfers
will know when to catch him.

“1 don't do anything very
exeiting,” he explained. “On
Father's Day, 1 had the Web-
¢am on my son and I as we
played a Chess game. That was

forgot it was on and fell aslecp.
That was my biggest embar-
rassment. Moat times, it's just
on, you know? Not a lot hap-

ens.”
Still, Tolbert is having so

Web cams let you eavesdrop

a highlight. Then, one night I
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much fun that he now has post-
ed his telephone number online
and, on Friday nights, talks
with eallers who click on hia
webpage,

“l gucss what amazes mo
most is how many people think
I'm interesting.”

Ben Tolbert is not alone
when it comes to sharing his
life online. At least 300 people
have cameras sending nonstop
pictures of them on tha Inter-
net. Some are pornography
.sites run by scontily-dressed
young women who won't allow
full nccess to their pictures
until the surfer gives them a
credit card number, -

But most of the personal
Webcam aites are ... like
Benny's .. pretty mundane.

For example, there's a live
view of an Omaha, Nebraska
family's living reem and
kitchen (http://www.probe,

t/~b fispy.html)
Again, what you get is whatev-
er's happening. Mom in the
kitchen, the kids watching TV.

Then there’s the site (http/
www.splea.com/~arubin/ale
xcam.html) devoted to “Alex
the Welsh Terrier,” a California
dog who mostly naps while his
owners work.

In San Francisco (http://
WWw. it /South-

sonal Webcams ... and other
live cameras on the Net,

Here are some other Web-
cams you may want to check
out: -

« Tommy's List of Live Cams
(hitp/chili.rt68.com/ozone/c
am,.htm) - Organized by geo-
graphic locations, with brief
descriptions of what can be

seen.

e Live Cam (httpi//fwww.
live-cam.com.ax/)- This sito
contains links to over 1,000
Webeams in 68 different coun-
tries. My personal favorites?,
The live shot of the Turtle farm
on Grand Caynian Island
(http://www.live-cam.com,ar/)
and Davis Station in Anarctica
(http/iwww.live-com.com.
ar/).

s KremlinKam (http/iwww.
kremlinknm.com/) - A live
view of the Kremlin in Russia,

e Danicl’'s Live Cams
(httpdiwww.geocitics.com/R
odeoDrive/15056/index.htmly
- You can choose between out-
door comeras and indoor cam-
cras, all over the world.

» WebCam Central (http:/
www.comcentral.com/) -
This is a huge site, most with
full-colar live pictures.

. Aquatic Garden Cam -
:I"_hi; livg camera from an small

Beach/6860/homecam htm ),
there's a woman who keeps o

live eamera trained on her at |

home. And at work., No nudity
or weird stuff .., she jubt does it
beeause she likes getting her 16
megabytes of fame.

The Boring Guys site (httpy/
Iwww.boringguys.com/bor-
ingframe.html) ia just that ...
four post-college New Jersey
guys who sit around and stare
at a computer camera,

A site called EarthCam
(httpiwww.cartheam.com/)
offers up a complete liat of per-

“aqua garden”
features n live fiah feeding
every noan,

Mike Wendland covers the
Internct for NBC-TV
Newschannel stations across
the country and can be scen
locally on WDIV-TV4, Detroit.
His “"PC Talk" radio-show airs
Saturddy and Sunday after-
noons on WXYT-Radio
AM 1270, His lateat book “The
Complcte No Geek Speak Guide
to the Internet” is available in
book stores or through his Web
site at http:l lwww.pemike.com
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: Milestones from page B4

McCarthy of
¥] Plymouth has
A4 been made a
shareholder at

T A% the law firm of lic Relations in team. He most
"4 Howard & Southfield as a recently worked
B Howard in vice president of [ for Hood
B £d A3 Bloomficld the firm, He i Strong in Cali-
McCarthy Hills. He is an previausl)_v Riohm fornia.
attorney specializing in com- worked with the

plex commercial litigation and
intellectual property litiga-
tion,

Tammera Mitchell of
Berkley has joined the Berline
Group in Bloomficld Hills as a

. media nssistant, She has

worked as an assistant enter-
toinment publicist with

Team from page B4

Timothy Nasso
has joined -
Caponigro Pub-

Nasso Consulate of
italy 1n Detroit where he
directed the office of public
affairs, He has 18 yeors of
experience and specinlizes in
working with international
companies.

John Richm recently joined
the Southfield office of Grant

Thornton as a
new schior man-
ager and head of
the strategic con-
sulting services

Michael Suchara of Birming-
ham has been nnmed senior vice
president and customer relation:
ship management speciolist at
Penta Mark, o Southficld-based
division of Omnicom Group. He
was previously vice president
and account supervisor with the
Dodro car group, He and has
been with BBDO since 1984,

grill their own meals, Friedman
said.

The TeamWorks aspects of
Friedman's business at Camp
Tanuga will likely be limited to
spring, summer and fall but

- clients are welcome to reserve a

room at the lodge or use it ns a
rotreat during the winter
montha,

' w&§§§i fro: page B4

Ta date the new lodge has
dated several busi
clients, o wedding reception and
a family reunion.

Fricdman hopes to have that
trend continues as he worka to
get the three-month-old business
off the ground.

“We are just starting out now
but we are right on the brink

and if we should continue at this
same pace we'll be turning peo-
ple away at this time next year,”
Friedman said.
“And we'll also be building
another lodge.” .

For more information on
TeamWorks, call Sid Friedman
at (248} 694-7000,

kering di learning )
for all of Michigan's four-year uni-
versities, community colleges, and
independent colleges and universis
ties through the Michigan Virtunl
University.”

The Michi

Jobs C: in collaboration
with several major ind tes.in

ness institution that hos o total
liment of 3,300 stud atits

the state. At the present time, the
Michigan Virtunl Automotive Col-
lege (MVAC), established in 1897,
provides d.'iu'tpnco lcm’nir_q; pro-

Virtual Universit

is a private, not-for-profit educa-
tional carparation established thia
year to meet the educntinn.nnd

grams to

The MVU project will include
the MVAC initiative and antici-
pates expandigng distance learning

training noeds of specific b
and industry segments and their

higher ed to new
business and industry scgments

campuscs in Troy, Novi, Clinton
Township, ond Port Huron.

\alsh College is Michigan’s only
‘upper-division inatitution offering
tho last two (or junior and senior)
years of a bachelor degree, allow-
ing a focus on comprehensive, rele:
vant business courses 1o help grad-
untes succeed.

In addition, the college offers

Hosted by the
Chitdren's Charit
The Child Abuse and
Neglect Council

of Oakland County,
The Community

House, Orchards._. .-
Children’s Services,”
and Variety,

the Children’s Charity.

Joi s under
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Downtoun
Birmingham!

Hof Rods, Vinfane Cars and Harley Hogs

are Croisin’ into townt

ies Coalitton

TICKETS:
» $100 Friend ticket to the two rooftep

locations includes entertainment galore,

a steolling supper, fun foods and
two complimentary beverages.

* $150 Patron ticket includes
The Auto Barons Gala a1 the
Community House, gourmet cuisine,

compl 3 £
10 the two rooftop locations & shuttle .
valet parking.
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current and prospective employees  like plastics, furniture, (?ur'inm,
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