Malestic drive: Barry Rowe’s
“Bossova Cottage”is among
the artworks on exhibit at
Concours d'Elegance.

Tom Hale: inventor
of a new genre of
automobile expression

hen Tom Hale was employed

ns a stylist for American

Motors, his job was to create
the look of a future product, a.k.a.
cars, Jecps, trucks,

There wasn't o computor program
to approximate tho design. Hale of
Farmi; Hills drew sketcl
developed a concept, then worked on 8
clay model of the vehicle,

Back then, the future was invented
slowly.

But faster than you can say “Ameri-
can Motors was swallowed by
Chrysler which merged with Daimler-
Benz,” Hale transformed his interpre-
tations from o
drawing board
onto a canvass.

Today, Hale is
a full-time
artist. In lesa

—_—
‘| WHAT: lovita-
tlonal Art Shaw foa-
turlng 18 interno-
tlona) automobilo
artists in conjunc-

tlon with the 20th than 20 ycars,
aanual Meadow he's become one
Brook Hall Con- of the top

coursa d'Elegance artists in the

WHEN: Art ouc-
tion = Immediately
followlng Concours
d'Elegonce Bon-
quet ot Mosdow
Brook Hall, 6 p.m.
Saturdey, August 1.
Art extiblt - 9
2,m.~4:30 pm, Sun-

world nnalyzing
automobiles for
more than gas
milenge and
engineering
proficiency.
Quite simply,
Hale is at the

day, August 2. .. |...artintio van
WHERE: Mend- -

o Bragk i, Ook. E“‘“’" creating
lond Unlversity IR CMETEIng 4
campus, Rochester genre inspiret
NOTE: Sclee. by what he ealls

*America’s
greatest inven-

tlons from the Invl-
totlonal Art Show
aro on exhibit at tion.”

Somerset Callec Hale's

uon in Jroy ond tha swirling, organ-
cnrzsl:r;ech}ﬁ:rr ic interpreta-
terin Auburn S N ¥

through July 30, :é"::;gggﬁ%‘;“'
will be dis-
played this upcoming weekend along
with 16 other international artists at
the 20th annual Meadow Brook Hall
C d"Eleganco Invitational Art
Exhibit.

Waxing nostalgic
In the dnys before the invitationol
exhibit, however, Hale is exasperated.
Over the past month, he's been in
art shows in Chicago, Milwaukee,
Indinnapolis, Cleveland and with-
atood the repreasive hent of the flesh-
and-bone loginm knawn as the Ann
Arbor Art Fair

Despite the travel Ing and a mid

cold, Hale's enthusil rise:

like o tidal wave from a placid pond
when talking about his favorite,sub-
ject - automobiles. .

Ho rendily recalls the details of
waxingz his first car, u 1950 army
green Plymouth,

“Peoplo forget about how incredible
it is that you can get into your car
and go anywhere in this country.
There’s something mogicnl about
that.

“Automabiles represent a grent
senso of freedom.”

Paying homage to nutomobiles isn't
simply admiring the synthesis of
design and utility

For Hale, it's a testament to what
distinguiahes the American spirit for
adventure and independence.

‘A love affair

i In 1982, nfer the Concours d'Ele-
gance had been attracting crowds to
ita exhibit of classic cars for four
years, then-chair Dick Teaguo per-
sunded Hale to put together tho first
Invitationnl Art Exhibit.

e invited n dozen artists, each
with a distinctive atyle, Unliko an
assembly line, Hale's gonl wasa to
assomble nrtists with no arens of
duplication.

By the mid 1080s, Hale organized
many of tho artist who participated in
tho C d"Elegance Invitational
Art Exhibition the Automotive Art
Saciety of America.:

Today, the Concours d"Elegance
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WHAT:
“Ponce
Through
Humar: Visions.
of Peaco from
the Hands of
Children”
WHEN:
Thtough Sun-
doy, August 23
WHERE:
Jaalee Chorach
Epstoln Muse-
um Goltery,
Jowish Com-
munity Center,
6600 W.
Maople Fond,
West Bloom-
fleld
HOURS:
100.m. 08
p.m. Mondaoy-
Thursday; 11
o.m, 10 4 pm.
Sunday, (248)
661-7841
NOTEH:
Exhibit touring
the U.S, under
the direction of
the Consulaote
Ganoral of
|stoel and the
Public Affolrs
Divislon of the
Isracl Minlstry
of Forelgn
Aftalrs.

On the surfnce, the basic
premise of the colorful allegorical
images in the “Peace Through
Humor” exhibit at the Janice
Charach Gallery seems flawed.

Ia it possible to think that
peace can be achieved while
warring parties share a good
laugh? And isn't an exhibit about
“peace” bnaed on the drawings of
youngstors, nges 8-11, inherently
naive? o

After all, isn’t “peace” an intri-
cate accord negotinted by seri-
ous-minded diplomats who throw
around contingencies with
lawyerly obfuscation?

Porhaps it's time to set aside
the cyniciam, Step back and
allow for yet another truism
from the mouths and minds of
babea,

Time for peace

“Peace Through Humor” is
inspired and curated by Mau-
reen Kushner, n Now York City
teachor who spent two years
traveling throughout Israel,
cajoling young Jewish, Arab,
Druzo and Bedouin students to
express their feelings about war
and peace,

From the Lobanon border in
tho north to the Sinai Peninsuln
in the south, Kushner traveled to
24 Israeli achools, using word

games; limericks and jokes to

oncourage atudents to explore

) .
Wonlds apart: Sylvia Nel-
son, director of the Janice
Charach Gallery, contends
the exhibit shows the dif-
ferent views about peace
and violence of Isracli and
local children.

the origins of Hebrew and Arnbic
words associnted with war and

cnce.

The result of Kushner's two-
year project is a series of simple
images with both endenring and
frightening meanings, Images of
peoople of multicultural back-
grounds holding hands, a penco
bus, menacing terrorists, brides
loft waiting for their grooma lost
in action, unfurled weba of razor

Farmington Observer

WHAT: “Detrolt’s Black Bottom
& Paradise Valley: Help Us Collect
Yout Past,” first of a two-part exhib-
It and ~Juke Joint,” an Instatiation
by Willie Little

WHEN: Through Sunday, Octo-
ber 25 '

WHERE: Charles H, Wright
Museum of African Ametlcan Histo-
ry. 315 E. Warren Ave,, Detroit
HOURS: 9:30 a.m. 105 p.m.
Tuesday-5undey, (313) 494-5800
ADMIESION: $5, adults, $3,
children 17 & under; free, members,
and children under five

Travel
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wire, a Happy Tree and dancing
(yes, dancing) mosques and syna-
‘gogues.

Collectively, the effect of the
bold and surrealistic imagery in

“Peace Through Humor" is o |

blend of innacence and gritty
réalism.

Kushner's travels were spon-
sored by the Tsraeli Ministry of
Education, which selects an
annual theme. Pence, according
to Kushner, scemed like a natur-
«l choice as hopes were balstered
by the Isracli-Palestinenn Pence
Accord, signed by PLO leader
Yassr Arafat and the late Isracli
Prime Minister Itzak Rabin,

“You just hope in the children’s
memory bank that this (exhibity
will be on anchor” said Kushner,
who teaches in the urban war
zune of the Bronx and Washing-
ton Heights,

“Mnybe one little wave can
lead to a bigger wave.”

The humor in the summer
exhibit at the Jewish Community
Center's gallery doesn't fall any-
where near traditional visual
comedy, nor doea it land any-
where close ta the funny-bone.

Rather, tho humor in the JCC
exhibit can bo found in a playful-
ness with words and a fantasy-
like visual lexicon refreshingly
devoid of ideology.
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Stark truths: The artwork of
Jewish, Arab, Druze and
Bedouin children aged 8-11
from Isracli include endcaring
and frightening images, Above,
a young artist created the men-
acing image entitled, “Terror-
ist.”




