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On Saturday, the museum
opened two oxhibits that ovoke
memories of the former black
Detroit cominunitics along with
an installation that reflects the

colebratory apirit of an after- .

houra speakeasy if'rural North
Carolina.

Together, “Detroit’s Black Bot-
tom & Paradise Valley: Help Us
Collect Your Past” and tho nar-
rative sculpture “Juke Jaoint”
offér “local stories ns part of the
broader American story,” said
Canip, .

“Detroit's Blnck Battam & Par-

ndine Valley: Help Us Collect
Your Past” is the first exhibit
curated by the staff since the
new muscum opened in spring
1997,
The first of the two-part exhib-
it includes the display of about
1,600 photographs of Paradise
Alley and Black Bottom, an area
once located between Lafayette
and- Gratiot avenucs, Many of
the photos are from the personal
collection of a local real estate
appraiser who found the pictures
at flen markets and estate sales.

Tlie museum ja encouraging
anyone whao has photos, memo-
rabilia or n story about Paradise
Valley und Black Bottom to come
forth and have their memories
included in their expanding
archive.

In the few days prior to open-
ing, the curatorial stalf already
hnd received nearly 100 calls
fromi people interested in record-
ing their aral storics of growing
up in Black Bottom, a name
given ta the area because of the
rich black soil.

*The history of this nation is
kept in attics and basements,”
gnid Camp. “There are so many
Detroit stories that need to be
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In 2000, the museum will
incorparate the additional infor.
. mation into an exhibit, which is
cxpected to tour the country.

In recent history, the former
lacation of Paradise Valley was
only remnrkable because of the
p: i neglect and crumbli;
buildings on the site.

But to many in the African
_American community, the mere
mention of the area thot
stretched a block east of Wood-
ward to what is now 1-376 still
invokes proud memories of Duka
Ellington, Count Basic, Cab Cal-
loway and Ella Fitzgerald com-
ing to town to play their juke
jumpin® jazz in smoky nightelubs
teeming with people, black and
white. -

“The ‘Black Renaissance’ was
going on in every major U.S. city,
but Harlem and Detroit had. the
most excitement,” said Organ,

“We should remember that
Paradise Valley was one of the
few placcs in the country where
blacks and whites were coming

.

together because of the enter- -

tninment.”

Lured by automotive jobs and
the promise of escaping Jim
Crow laws, thousands of blacks
migreated from the south to
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Detroit. The black population
increased rapidly from 6,000 in
1910 to 300,000 20 yenrs later.

Ironically, the decline of Par-
adise Valloy and Black Battom is
usunlly traced to urban renewal
(which some blacks labeled
“Negro removal™, and the inte-
gration of blacks into formerly
all-white areas of Detroit.

With widespread integration
came the bitter swect reality of o
fessening of the close-kait com-
munity, once held together by
common racial heritage. Accord-
ing to Organ, there were more
black-owned businesses in Par-
adise Valley than exist today,

“We wanted to preservoe the
legney of this area,” said Organ,
wha noted that Black Bottom

was tho homo of former Detroit- .

mayoer Coleman Young, Joc
Louis and former Secretary of
State Richard Austin, alang with
many of the city’s first genera-
tion of black lnwyers, professors
and physicians,

“This {sn't the traditional way
to develop an exhibition,” said
Organ,

“But we saw the oppottunity to
get the community involved. We
want to bo the gathering place
for history of our arca.”

- By day, Willie Little’s father’s

grocery -atore was the ploce to
find staples, produce and pickled
pig's feet. .

But when the sun went down,
the store bocnme the socializing
centor for blncka living in the

“yural aren of Washington, North

Carolino. .
In a sorica of eight vignottes
using 10 life-sizo i

‘Art With a View’
seeks special artists .

' Louise Bego Is encouraging
artista with disabilitics to enter
Very Special Arts Michigan's
first “Art with a View."” Bego, a
Birmingham resident. who grew
upin Wt‘mtlnnd. is onc of e

Little’s sculptural installation,
“Juke Joint,” tells the story of
the personalities and spirit of his
father's juke joint, A place of
wild dancing, 60 cont cups of gin,
an oceasional fist fight that, he
snid, was similar to Harpo's
Place, the liquor house in “The
Calor Purple.”

“It's an immersion experience,”
said Organ, “Visitors will literal-
Jy walk into the juke joint,

“We live in fast-paced times.
It'a important, to slow down, to
imagine what it's like to go back
in time,” ' :

Little's characters invoke the.
adult idiosyncragies a8 seen from

ive. i 1

a childs t inga .

artists toserveona
steering committee to produco
the exhibition of works by pro-
fessional artists with disabilities.
She suffered a closed head injury
in o car accident in 1973,

Bego had no intereat in art
until her mother brought a
paint-by-number st to the hos-
pital. Depressed and crying a
good deal of the time, Bege
refused over and over, to pick up
a paint brush, but Her mother

. nover gave up. Today, Bego's

thrown away the numbers, and
paints cnergotic, vibrantly col-
ored original werks in styles
ranging from Abstract Expres-
sionism to Fauvism,

Art With A View
What: Vary Special Arts
Michigan Is calling for entries
fram disabled artists for a tour-
ing exhibitlon jucled by Redford
sculptor Sergio De Glustl.
Artlsts must submit slides or
photographs of work, & blogra-
phy/resume, and application
form. - : .
When: Deadline Is Saturday,
Aug. 1, call {248) 423-1080
for an opplication form, » -

sionally, but not necessarily
someonc who carns a living
making art, but haa a high level
of skill, or a highly developed

style” - ..
The oxhibit will become an

annual one. In addition, Very

Special Arts Michigan plans to

man with a golf-sized goiter suf- '

fering from “vomit cough,” and a
woman with a lnugh that sounds
like grinding gears, .

“I want people to fecl like their
in the moment, to sce the tex-
ture of the life of juke joints,”
said Little. *

As American culture continues
to bacome more homogenized,
Little contends sculptural re-
enactments preserve the tenor
and essence of the past.

“Some people never admitted
that these juke joints existed,”
aaid Little, “This kind of vali-
dates that they did. .

“I'm sharing a part of my life
that doesn't exist anymore. It
secms pretty natural. 1 come
from a history of storytellers.”

Since yi at the

Birmingham Bloomfield Art
Center, Bego has exhibited at
The Community House in Birm.
ingham and in the Michigan
Fine Arts show at tho Birming-
ham Bloomficld Art Center. In
the last two years, three of her

‘paintings hnve-been published

by Allyn and Bacon Publishing.
Two made the covers of text-
books and onc intreduced a
chapter in n textbook, Now, she's
helping other artists with dis-
abilitics to show their work pro-
fessionally.
* “1f you know your work is
good, ‘you want other people to
see it,” aaid Bego, who lived in
Livonia for several years, “I like
competition too. I was just so
proutt to have my art hang. A lot
of people don't have closed hend
fnjuries nnd do nothing with
their life.”

So far, Very Special Arts

ichigan hns identified about 35

Young at heart? Undoubtedly.
But naive? In war, innocence is
among the initinl ensunlties.

Rhymes and realities

In the days before “Peace
Through Humor” opened in carly
July, Kushner was in town-to
work with local students atiend-
ing doy camps at the JCC.

Basically, the campers were
givén the snme assignment to
use words and images to express
their feclings of war and peace.

In contrast to the collages and
imagery of Isracli students, the
young campers offered dreamy
visions of nursery rhymes.

“For students living in Israel,
the issues of peace and war ring
more immediate,” said Beth
Greenapple, director of Judaic

enrichment at thé Jewish Com-
munity Center.

“For our kids, pcace is a con-
cept they've heard about, but it'a
Jargely theoretical. For the
Isrneli students, their brothers,
cousins and fathers have been
involved in the military. Vio-
lence has touched everyone in
the country.”

The stark contrast between
the artwork of Isracli and local
students reveals the serenc life
of suburbin, said Sylvin Nelson,
director of the Janice Charach
Epstein Gallery.

With the Macanbi Games - an
athletic competition among
6,000 Jewish children from
around the world — to be held at
the JCC campus Sunday-Sun-
day, Aug. 16-23, Nelson thought
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“Pence Through Humor” offered
an artful complement to appreci-
ate a child’s fledgling philosophi-
cal perspective, :

“Dealing with conflict is scary
for children anywhere,” said Nel-
son. “The Isracli children simply
have to live with it cach day,
wherens many of our kids get
their ideas from.what they sce
on TV and in moviea.” .

The strangth of “Peace
Through Humor,” aceording to
Nelson, is its ability to deflate
the tension of religious zealots
and lighten the political rhetoric
about what will be required for
Arabs and Jews to live peaceful-
Iy in onc of the world's most hos-
tile areas,

Rolling wave
. In a word, the cxhibit is about

trust. Not exactly an ensy word
for Arnba or Jews, especially

. since many families in the Mid-

dle East have their own tragic
atories about the denths of loved
ones ot the hands of terrorists or
in o military skirmish.

Yet for terminal optimists,
“Peace Through Humor” offers
hope, albeit a politically innecent

* vision. .
. Despite the endless conflict

and bloodshed in the Middlo
Enst, the exhibit doesn't lose
sight of the simple reality: Pence
is possible for anyone willing to
listen. .

And the sound in “Peace
Through Humot” resenates like
a rolling wave, But what other
sound would you expect from-the
mouths of babes?

v

Invitationnl Art Exhibit is can-
ridered the pre inent auto art

Although that pereeption has
h d, Hale said that many

ahow, along with the Pebble

Beach Invitational, .
Like n luxury car loaded with

. collectors still haven't accepted
the bile as a legiti

“What othe.r p:ncu of art do you

get into, literally. .
As cnr;dcslgnn become more

subject for fine artista,
G

optiens, h s were
surprised at the sticker price for
original paintings and sculptures
of nutomobiles.

Initially, the artists had to
overcome the percoption that
they were merely making pic-
ures of carg, said Hale,

ted, many of the automo-
bile artists have illustration and
design experience working in the
auto industry, But that shouldn’t
dismisa their work as less than
interpretative, said Hale.
“The automobile is ail about a
captivating experience,” he snid.
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d, thero's a growing
interest in finding a “personali-
ty" in an automobile, snid Hate.

“I'm a belicver that it takes
passion and emotion to create a
product or a painting.”

These days, howeover, in tho
rush to get automobiles to the
marketplace, Hale contends,
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something is lost. Design takes n
back seat to marketing. Comput-
er efficiency is. considered more
important than an interpretative
drawing of n stylist.

In essence, the path from the
heart is bypassed.

,But through it all, Tom Hale's
love affair has never subsided.
He simply considers his passion

artists with disabilities and
knows there are more talented
people out there, It's hoping to
rench thase artists before the
cntry deadline Saturday, Aug, 1.
Redford sculptor Scrgio De
Giusti will juror the competi-
tionfexhibition, Artists must sub-
mit slides or photographs of the
two- and three dimensional art
warks, n biography/resume, and
application form. If artists need
nasistance producing the slides

or photos of their work, Very-

Specinl Arts Michigen is there to
help, said Susan Minard, coordi-
nator of artist services. Artists
must be 18 years or older, be a
Michigan resident, and have a
disability, which meets Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act guide-
lines. All art must be for sale.
“We don't want it to be about
disabled nrt, but, (about art,
and) oh by the way, there's a dis.
ability,” said Minard, “Most peo-

. ple don’t renlize it, but there's

guch a diversity of art created by
.people with disabilities with rich
life experiences to share,”

In the past, Very Special Arts
Michigan hos spotlighted cmerg-
ing artists in a touring exhibit.
The most recent was during a
festival hosted by the Southenst
Region Committee in May at
Wonderland Mall in Livonin.

-“What we want to haai.

pand its servicés to assist
artists with disabilitiés. Eventu.
ally, there will be an artista reg-
istry, help with writing grants,
and a forum for artists to come
together and share their experi-
encea,” N

“For any of us, art communi-
cates our own version of the
world,” said Minard, “The
cemphasis of the art show I8 real-
ly on what artists with disabili-
tics can do. They’re scen as their
abilitiea. There are people out
there who are creating art work,
powerful work. It's important for
people viewing the art works to
have them expand their percep-
tions about artists with disabili-
ties,”

Giving back
Richard Perez, like Begos, is

serving on the steering commit-

teo for “Art with a View.” A dis-
nbled Vietnam vet, Perez began
studying art at a parochial
achool in Adrian, The nuns used
to exhibit his work and encour-
aged him to continue in art.
After returning from service, he
studied at San Francisco Art
Academy and San Jose State
University before going on to
become an illustrator/graphic
artiat for Apple Computer and
scveral department stores in Los
Angeles. Perez has exhibited on
a national scale and most recent-
1y at the Creative Asts Center in
Pontinc and the Woodland Indi-
ana Trading Center and Gallery
in Redford Township.

Perez joined the steering com-
mittee because he wants to give
back to the art community and
socicty and frequently works
with disadvantaged youth paint-
ing murals in Southwest Detroit.

“For me, I want to show the
mainstream art world and soci-
ety that disabled people arc
eapable of creating quality art,”
said Perez, an Ann Arbor resi-
dent. “It's good for the disabled
community to show we have the
same goals and we can be pro-
ductive. People have the percep-
tion that when you're disabled,
you're not functionnl.”

Very Special Arts Michigan is
an affiliate of Very Speeial Arts,
an international organization
founded in 1974 by Jean
Ki dy Smith, in j i

for biles ns an exy
of freedom.
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exhibit,” snid Minard, “We want
somcone who docs art profas-
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with the Kennedy Centev for the
Performing Artg, to enrich the
lives of disabled poople by
encouraging creativity. Very
Special Arts Michigan and the
Southenat Region Committee
«pupport and fund programs in
dance, drama, music, and visual
arta for persons with disabilities.

Very Special Arta Michigan
exceutive director Lora Frankel
anid until now artists with dis-
abilitics have been reticent to
come forward to show their
work.
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