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1 voted for the 17-Mite:Drive .

around the Monterey Peninsula,
My husband and 20-something
dnughter voted for the Monterey
Bay Aquagium.
After driving down from San
Francisco the day before, we
-really had just tho morning in
the area if we were to make our
3:15 p.m. tour at Hearst Castle,
a couple of hours down the-coast,
Thus the need for n decision.
Actunlly decisions are a big
- part of the famous drive betweon
San Francisco and Los Angeles,
Where to spend time. Where to
atop ."E‘d %uc. Where to stay

J
can be found in Monterey Bay
make up this indoor-outdaor sen
world, Sea otters from the apen
bay swim right into an aquarium
pool. But what I liked best were
the displays of jelly fish moving
behind colored glass panels in a
kind of “live” art work enhanced
by dimmed lights and meditative
musle, '

El Nino wrought our trip’s
only disappointment. The huge

mud slides we saw on the news.

back home washing nway tmoun-
tain-side homes had also washed

out Route 1 between the Mon-.

terey Peninaula almost all the

way to Hearst Castle, So we

missed Big Sur and the most
lar part of the drive.

- or we had
our cheico botween staying in
Carmel and Monteroy. Since all
of-us had been to Carmel and

* none to Monterey, that was easy.

We actunilly found Monterey
more interesting. Once tho-capi-

. tal of California, it attractions
are bnsed in history rather than

-‘on studied quaintness, Fisher-
man's Wharf, with its attractive
assortment af restaurants and
shops, was once the center of the

. fishing and whaling industries,

. Cannery Row, aix blocks of har.

- bor-front which John Steinbeck

- celebrated in two novels, once

. was home to fish-packing planta

: that processed sardines from

. Monterey Bay.

Then there's the aquarium,

. Now I'm not an aquarium afi-

* cionade, But I have been in some

*- famous ones including in Boston,

. Chicago and Sydney. But this is

. the ona I liked best. Como to find

* it's the largest in the U.S. And

. it's certainly the only one I've

« been in that fentured sardines, 1

- think differently whenever 1

. open a can of sardines now that

. I've seen hundreds of the amall,

Instead, we went through Sali-
nas, Steinbeck's birthplace, and
the gateway to “Americn’s Snlad

owl,” —~ tha Salinas Valloy,
where weo soon picked up High-
way 101. I think differently
about salad these days, haviag
driven through 60 miles of veg-
etable farms where much of the
nation's lettuce, tomatoes and
garlic are produced.

Time constraints had us
rolling right by Castroville, the
artichoke capital, where many
yeara before we had stopped and
enjoyed an artichoke roll at what
in other communities mipght have
been a hot dog stand. With El
Nino especially hard on this
year'’s artichoke crop, perhaps it
had been converted to hot dogs.

Wineries and horse farms
greeted ua.in the Paso Robles
area, ns we had to actually go
further south than San Simeon
in order to rojoin Route 1 and
reach Hearst Castle,

Yes, Hearst Castle, the former
playground, museum and zoolog-
ical park of "media tycoon
William Randolph Hearst, is as
as everyone says. We

o gilvery fish ing round and
+ round me.

Sardines and 350,000 speci-
© mens of the sea life that actually

found it very informative to look
up the Hearst Castle web site on
the Internot, which gave a good
description of the subject motter,

| GREAT ESCAPES

Decisions, decisions on California’s ¢

length and cost of the four tours
offered, Then we booked the two
we wanted,

That afternoon, we took the
general tour, of the pools and n
bit of the gardens, a guest house
and the first floor rooms of Casa
Grande, where Hearst and his
movie star girlfriend, Marion
Davies, entertained the rich and
famous. .

It made our rather rustic,
although beach-front, motel
where we stayed for the night

. look even more rustic. Next time

1 would check out the accommo-
dations in nearby Cambria,
which hns more.charm. The next
morning, we toured Casa
Grande's upper flaors — as well
as the kitchen,

The Hearst Castle has been
celebrating 40 years of being
open to the public this year, The
heirs to the Hearst fortunc
donnted the eastle and a portion
of the surrounding acreage to the
state of California — after no
buyer could be found. .

What ! found most nstounding
was that Hearst didn't just col-
lect thousands of paintings,
pieces of sculpture and furnish-
ings. Many of the doors, walls

Monterey Bay: This is a view from the aquarium.

and ceilings of Casa Grande and
the guest houses were imported
from churches and castles
around the world, It's nlso inter-
esting that the architect he chose
for the entire project way back in
1919 was a woman, Julin Mer-
gon.

As we headed south to L.A., we
enjoyed the solitude of the dunes
and beach averlooking Morro
Rock and lunch in bustling San
Luis Obispo, where we did a
drive-by of the mission. Every-
one told us to stop at the nearby
infamous Madonna Inn, but I
found it a spoofl of Americana
that I could have done without.

Pigmo Beach not only hosts an
cight-mile-long beach but proba-
bly eight miles of mabile home
porks, We saw strawbcrry ficlds
forever somewhere south of
Pismo; then it was through the
Lompac Valley,'n world-class
producer of flower secds. Near
the renown Vandenberg Air
Force Base, we passed the appro-
priately-named “Spaceport Inn.”

By late afternoon, we were
ready to be enchanted by Santa
Barbara - and we were. Starting
at Old Mizggion Santa Barbara,
we loved the art, architecture

and landscaping of what is

. reportedly the most visited mis-

sion in the state.

Most of the art is imparted
from Mexico and South America,
but threc stonc statues - one
depicting St. Barbara and the
others the virtues of faith and
charity — were carved by a mis-
sion Indian from pictures in a
book. The chapel itgellis painted
in the warm, deep-hued colors of

Solitude:
Judy Berne
enjoyed the
quiet privacy
of the dunes
and beach at*
Morro Rock
in Morro

Bay.

parked our car and headed for n
walk on the bench and' no-frills
pier. This scaside university
town with its graceful theater,
regional art muscum and pre-
served adobes deserved more
time than we gave it.

Decisions, decisions. We head-
ed onto LA,

.Judith Doner Berne, a Weat
Bloomficld resident, is former

the southwest.
Stately palm trees line the
ocean-front street where we

cditor of the Eccentric
Newspapers. Now that she has
time to travel, she in o frequent
contributor to this section.

Great Escapes features various
. travel news items, Send news
- leads to Hugh Gallagher, assis-
+ tant managing editor, Obscrver
© & Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
. 36251 Schuolcraft, Livonia, MI
. 48150, or fox them to (313) 591-
' 7279,
. FAMILY SEARCH
: . The historic Roymond House
- Tun in Port Sanilac is offering
guests a chance to search their
fumily histories.

All guests who stay at the 128-
year-old bed and breakfast Sun-
doy through Thursday during
the 1998 aeason will, if they
choose, receive a personal
genealogical  consultation,
including detnils as to how to
begin and where to look to dis-
cover those clusive past.genera-
tions, even how to enlist the
internet,

Inquirics to the Inn, which is
adjncent to the harbor in Port
Sanilac on M-26 can be made at
{810)622-8800 or (800)622-7229.
Midweek rates throughout the
senson arce $65 per room includ-
ing breakfast. Friday, Saturday
and holiday rates are $76 and
$85 in July and August.
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occupancy.
‘| INCLUDES guest room and

one round on The Summit
Golf Club with shared cart.

Call for Detalls;

|1-800-678-4111
sl

Beilare, Michipn 4961
wwwahantyereek com - Infodsheniycreek.com

YAUL SHIPS

Tickets to the South Haven
Tall Ships Rendezvous, possibly
the largest gathering of Tall
Ships on Lake Michigan since
the nation’s Bicentennial, are
now available. -

The South Haven Tall Ships
Rendezvous, which is part of the
American Sail Training Associa-
tion's Great Lakes Tall Ships
Race and Regatta, is scheduled
through July 28. Eight tall ships

Full sail: The
dramatic
sight of tall
ships in full
. sail will take
place July
25-27 in
South
Haven.

are kcheduled to arrive in South
Haven's harbor, including the
Ameriea, a re-creation of the
1851 yacht for which competitive
snilings’ most coveted prize was
named, and the brig Niagara,
the Commonwenlth of Pennsyl-
vanin’s reeconstruction of the
famous War of 1812 ship.

The ships will be open to the
public for boarding 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Sunday-Monday, July 26-
27. Tickets are $10 per day for

adults and are required to board

accompanied by nn adult is free.

Lakeshore Convention & Visi-

the vessels. Three-day passes for For - information and a tors Bureau at (616)637-5262.
$26 are also available. Admis- brochure, call the South For tickets, cali TicketMaster at
sion for children under 12 .Haven/Van ‘ Buren County (616)456-3333.
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