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hen Jack and Loretta
Andrea_of Farmington
Jointly celebrate their milestone
birthdays this Sunday, all 12 of
their children and most of their
20 grandchildren and three
great-grandchildron from Ari-
zonn to New Jersoy and all
polnts in between will be there.
Jack turned 80 on July 8.
Loretta turned 76 on March 27.
It'a beon five years sinco the
Andreo clan gathored. That was
for oldest eon. John's 25th
anniversary as a Roman
Cntholic priest in the Redemp-
toriat order. Prior to that, the
family oassombled for the
Andrecs’ G0th weddi {

Family milestones bring children back to nest

sary. But that was eight yeara
and many grandchildren ago.

The Andrees’ cozy home
raflects their love of family. A
portrait of their 12 children is
hung in the living room. In a
hallway nearby, small frames
hold pictures of each grandchild,
from o young man in o military
uniform to a little girl in a dance
recital costumao,

Anothor wall features pho-
tographs of threo great-grand-
children. A needlepoint framed
work of art created by daughter
Mary Jo says: “There are only

*two lasting things we can give
our children - one is roots, the
other wings,” The Andrees seem
to have accomplished both feats.

“We were lucky,” Jack says.
“None of them was ever in trou-
ble, no dope or anything like
that” i .

Quite the opposite — two sons
are pricats and a daughter is a
nun, The others pursue careers
ranging from law to accounting
to occupational therapy. © .

Daughter Michelle O'Connor
just graduated from Walsh Col-
lege. .

*] admire my parents tremen-
dously for what they went
through,” she said. “I have only
two girls and they keep mo busy.
1 try to instill in thom part of
what I learned growing up.”

Amazingly, Loretta Andrec
says she has no problem calling
each child and grandchild by the
esrrect name. Jack admits that
when his children were young

Teen’s recovery inspires

H ‘There are only two
lasting things we can
give our children ~ one
Is roots, the other
wings.'

Loretta Andree
—mother of 12 children

and the family was living in a
large Dotroit home nesr St.
Mary's of Redford Church, he
would sometimes be at a losa for
the correct name,

“If a couple of the boys were
acting up, I'd say ‘You two over
there, cut it out.’™

Loretta’s memory didn't
extend to remembering her chil-
dren’s friends’ names, Sho got
around that by calling her
dnughters’ friends “dear.”

Dinner in the Andree home

was a family affair, shared
together at an oversized dining
room table when Jack roturned
home from his job as an iren-
worker, In an authoritative
voice, he would call the kids in
for dinner. More than once a
stray child or two playing with
the Andreo children would filter
insido and sit down at the table,

For 47 years, Jack plied his .

trade, constructing stecl frames
for multi-story metro Dotroit
buildings. Loretta was a-home-
makor, and has also worked ns o
school secratary. All the children
were assigned chores, No work
met revocation of privileges,
such as playing with friends.

In November, tho couple will

smark their 69th wedding
anniversary.

The Andree children today
range in age from 567 to 37.
Loretta gives a thumbnail sketch
of each: Louise i8 a member of
the Sisters of the Holy Cross sta-
tioned in o retreat house near
Tucson, Ariz,; John is a priest in
Chicago; Steve lives in Midland;
R y is in Talla} lo;

Parental reflections: Loretta and Jack Andree of Fur,

family of 12 children, 20 grandchildren and three great
gets together this weekend to mark many milestones

Albany, Ohio; Mary Jo is coming
from Oak Park, llL; Dan, also a
Redemptorist pricst, is a pastor
in Wichita; David lives in West
Bloomficld; Michelle resides in
Troy; and Tim, the “baby” and
father of “four darling littie

Larry resides in Ypsilanti Town-
ship; Gernrd lives in Bloomfield
Village and will host today's
bash; Jeannine lives in Now

Irist " is coming from New
Jersey.
The cclebration will begin with

a Mass concelebrated by the two
\

ongoing blood drive effort

The conclusion of the lengthy
General Motors strike isn't just
good for the workers and GM.
Critically injured people who
need blood also stand te gain.

“Just in July alone, we lost 16

blood drives, canceled due to the
GM strike,” said Diane Risko,
American Red Cross donor rep-
resentative for southenstern
Michigan. “And it's hard'to
recoup those pints.”

Risko said slowdowns and
work stoppnges at GM factories
forced the cancellations of those
blood drives, some set up as far
back as n year ago. But the need
to replenish blood supplies
remains severe, particularly
during the summer.

Residents in Farmington and
Farmington Hills this week have
o chance to help build up the
blood bank. s drive in Melissa
GarP’s namo is scheduled 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m. Thuraday, Aug. &, at
Farmingtoa ills Fire Head-
quarters, Orchard Lake aed 11
Mile roada.

Melissa, recovering from o
coma sustained in July 1997,
will be at the blood drive for part
of the day to continue giviag
back to a community and emer-
gency system that helped rescue
her after her life-threatening
injurics: The teen said sho will
donate blood herself.

Donors needed

The city of Farmington Hills
will host a blood drlve for the
Amerlcan Red Cross € am. to
9 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 6, at
Fire Headquarters, on Orchard
Lake and 11 Mile Road.

Blood danors must be in
good health, at least 17 years
of age, and weigh at least
110 pounds, All donors must
olso pass a simple physical
and health history examina-
tion,

To make a donation

. appointment, call the. Flre
Department. at {248) 426-
4400. or Diane Risko of the
Red Cross, {248) 477-7358,
Pagple are urged to schedule
appointments in advance.

To donate blood at any time
fll the yoar, call 1.800-GIVE-

FE. A

*If it weren't for tne dunations
of blood I wouldn't be here
todny,” Melissn snid last week.
*So I'm going to donate.”

Two previous drives set up in
Melissa's name (in September
and January) accounted for a
total of 312 donated pints; each
pint typleally can save the lives
of three people, Risko said,
Meclissa’s parents are Lt. Mike
Garr of the fire department and

Susan Gorr.

“The community was 8o sup-
portive of her and she feels this
is n positive thing she can do in

“her nnme,” said Risko about why

the 17-year-old wants to partici-
pate again. “She’s a miracle and
she's showing peaple that mira-
cles happen when people give
blood.”

Apparently, there aren't many
who are doing that.

“We don't even have enc day's
supply of blood available for hos-
pitals” in southeastern Michi.
gan, Risko lamented.

The southeastern Michigan
Red Cross, during fiscal 1997-98,
gained 6,000 ncw donora. But
the need for additional blood
grew by 18,000 pints during that
time period.

Risko said selfishness among
the general public is a big part
af why just & percent of the
Ameriean peptlation donntes
100 percent of the available
blood supply,

“Pcople nlways think, ‘Why
should 1 donate, what's in it for
me? They need to think about
everyhody else.”

Ta donate, individunls must be
at lenst 17 years old and in good
health. For information, contact
Risko at (248) 477-7368 or the
Farmington Hills Fire Depart-
ment nt (248) 426-4400.

Residents urged to display addresses

A dlearly displnyed address on
a home can make a significant
difforonce in tho event of an
emergency.

An address thot is obscured
from view by shrubbery, decora-
tions, or improper placement
takes valunblo seconda away
from police and fire personnel on
route to a call for service.

Addresacs painted on curbs
alao do not provide adequate
identification as vehicles,
garbago cans, grass, and snow
ofton block nddresses in that
location.

«When it's lifo or death, see-
onds count,” said Lt. Mike Garr
of the Farmington Hills Firo

Department. “A cleurly murked
address ensures that you and
your neighbors are receiving the

promp P
“that is possible.”

Section 7-318 of the Farming-
ton_ Hilla City Codo states that
in order “to provide proper
police, fire, health, welfare, and
emergency services .., it is neces-
anry to provide for property
identification numbers visible

with the ordinance. Some things
to keep in mind inelude:

W The numbers must be at
lenst 3 inches high,

M The color of the numbers
must contrast with the back-
ground.

W Though it is not mandated,
reflective numbers or n porch
light on at night are helpful.

M It is also helpful to use actu-
al numbers instead of writing

from public rondways adj 1
to residences....”

Farmington Hills officials
atrongly urge residents to look
at their own property from the
strect ndjncent to their resi-
dence to bie sure that it complies

the numt out, {for le 1
instead of one).

For more information on cor-
rect property identification, call
Lt. Mike Garr of the Farmington
Hills Fire Department at (248)
426-4409.

Andree priests at St. Hugo
Church.

Asked if they expected to have
a dozen children, “no, never,” the
Andrees say, almost in unison. A
doctor had once told the
teenaged Loretta that she would
never have children. Loretta
fikes to tell a story originating
ecarly in their marniage:

“My mother's uncle Henry was

2 Jesuit priest working in India.
She wrote him a letter after I'd
had three babics in 2 1/2 years.
She was worricd about me. He
wrote back ‘When she has her
ninth (child), he'll be a mission-
ary named after me.” Daniel
Henry is my ninth, and he's a
priest.”

The couple has lived in Farm-
ington for 24 years. Three chil-

mington celebrate more than birtiidays this weekend. Their; ‘
-grandchildren has them beaming with pride.

The clan -,

dren were still living with them
when they moved here. After
cxtensive renovations on tho~
small house were completed, the ¢
remaining children promptly
moved out on their own, accord- -
ing to their parents. .

Loretta's adviee to parents:
“Love them while they're young?
They grow up so darn fast.”

Qift Cortificates

celebrating 130 years

Jacob

Binningham # {248) 6446800  Livonia ¢ (734) 581-7696  Rochoslor ¢ {248) £51-8000

Stride Rite® “Rimrock Jr.” hiking boot. Nubuck leather.

firmly planted

Wneat, Sizes BY2-12M, W, 843 |

Complimentary Silvor Gitt Box

sons

Jumping Jacks “Mountaineer” hiking boot.

!
Scotchguard®-treated nubuck l
uppers, flexible lug soles. A
Black/ian. Sizes 13Y2-3. 60 |
Sizes 3Y2-7. $66 |

Jumping Jacks “Roughneck” °
hiking boot. Moccasintoe  °|
with teather uppers and ,
flexible lug soles. Brown. <}
Sizes 8Y2-12, 839 -

Children's Shoes i

SHOPPING HOURS ¢ MON-SAT 10-9 » OPEN SUN AT NOON

Jacohson's Chargo




