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——aemm———s  Have

sou
read the News-

TALK

ups lately?

Newsgroups
are like bole
letin cr
discussion
groups devoted
1o areas of spe-
cial interest.

You've heard
of Newsgroups.
I know you
have, There are
more than
28,000 of them. But if you read
the popular press, you'd think
there are only 100 of them.

Because those ¥00 have
given the entire Internet a
black eye. I'm talking about the
scx Newsgroups, like groups
called alt.sex.bondage or
alt.sex perversions.

‘There are, as | zaid, maybe a
hundred or so of them and
there's no denying, the material
is disgusting.

So are the pornographic bins-
ry photos openly traded by
many of the people who hang
out on these Newsgroups. So
raunchy and explicit is the junk
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they're h that the
U.S. Congress and the courts
are all tied up trying to figure
out how to control it and prose-
cute the worst offenders.

The problem stems from the
very nature of N groups,
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also known as Usenet groups.
They are, by design, wide-rang-
ing mostly unsupervised dis-
cussions open to anyone who
has a computer.

And any user can, with a
push of a “send” button, have a
worldwide soapbox or pulpit to

. discuss, criticize, preach or
push just about any idea or
debate they want.

1t is, in short, Net democracy
at its best ... and, sometimes, as
in the casc of the sex groups,
worst.

Lost in the bad press brought
by the twisted cxcesses of the
sex Newsgroups is the larger
and truly significant story of
the remaining 27,900 — groups
which improve lives, bring jor
and happiness and open new
worlds of business and fiesd-
ship to millions.

Some of the best techalagr
(staries I've done invelve News-
groups.

A man in Ohio lost his =34dle
management job at the age o
63. He thought he'd never
work agnin, Through a News-
group, he found a better-psying
Jjob in two days.

1 did a story about a wo=zx
browsing sround through dif-
ferent Newsgroups whe came
upon n discussion about
‘women's health issues. As she
read the posts from around the
world, she found one describing
the symptoms of a rare blocd
disease and recognized the

. 3amé sywmptoms in herself. Sbe
is alive today thanks to that
Newsgroup.

1 know of a Phoenix man who
lost 80 pounds thanks, he says,
to the support he received from
a Newsgroup geared to support-
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In 2ddition to these, :20st
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ond half-year.

- latesest due i tie end of the
fiest half-year remszins 825;
therefore, with the firat pay-
ment the balance is reduced by
$493.83 ($518.83 less $25),
leaving the borrower $506.17
to use during the second half-
year.

The interest for the second
half-year is 5 percent of
$506.17 for one-half year, or
$12.66.

The final $518.63 paymeat.
then, covers interest of $12.66
plua the outstanding balance
.of $506.17.

Totel interest pnid is $25
plus $12.66, or $37.66, alightly
more than in the previous 2-
payment example. N

This equnl-payment varia-
tion 1y commoniy wsed Witk
mortgage payment schedules.

Each payment over the
duration of the loan is split
into two parts.

Part one is the interest due
at tho time the payment is
made, ond psrt two ~ the
remainder - is applied to the
balarce or amount still owed.

In addition to mortgage
lenders, credit unions typical-
ly use the simple-
interest/declining-balacce cal-
culation method for computing
intereat on loans. .

Consumer instaliment lvans
are normally set up on this
inethod and banks also offer
personal lonns using this
method
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and Medicare Blue spokesman

i . Broader Medicare coverage sounds great,

; but what will you do with the extra money?
(How about using it to take your grandkids to a baseball game?)
1f you live in Michigan and, like Emie Hanwell, are eligible for
Medicare, then Blue Care Network Medicare Blue is the health
care plan for you. Benefits in your area® include: :
@ The enhanced basic option with prescription drugs, vision
and hearing care for $3/month

coverage for just S30/month

More than 3,000 highly qualified doctors and 42 hospitals —
chances are your doctors already part of the plan

" m Travel benefits for up to six months

s The security of the most recognized name in health care
in the state — Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Michigan

The Premier option that increases prescription and vision

For more information about Medicare Blue or to sign
up for a free educational seminar in your neighborhood
call us at 1-888-333-3129, extension 600 (toll free).

Medicare Blue Free Educational Seminars
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2pm.a: Bl Krapos
3%00 Teegreph RE
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at the State Fair
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Medicare Blue

* To become 2 Medxare Brae member, you rmst Ine 1 Wayne. Oallarnd, Macomb or Washtenaw Cownty and
contimue to pay your Medicare Past B promazm . You must recene your cane from a Medxare Bloe pronader.
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