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" By DORIS SCHARFENBERQ
<BPECIAL WRITER

Going to Duluth, Minn.,, used
“to bo almost accidontal, You
went bocause you were born
there and mother never moved,
‘or you wera going around Lake
__Superior and Duluth was en the
-youte.
No more. America’s western-
a-jnost Atlantic port (2,342 fresh-

! :-‘}%svnu'r miles from the occan) still

1'3;

sworks on shipping out ore and
gin, but the fun side has gone
aiar beyond ico gamea and friend-
)y beers. Duluth is climbing fast
on deatination lists,
1 The city began life on a wido
w.sweep of hillside where noigh-
-borhoods rise liko ticrs of bleach-
ers for watching over 1,000 ships,
como and go annually. Today's
watchers sec art fairs, summer
fests and bright splnshes of floral
. color edging the harbor. Beyond
the hilitop spreada a new expane
sion of malls, achools and all the
fast food icons a car full of kids
could want,

‘There's mare good news, Older
cateries still serve lumberjock-
size helpings in tho Minnesota
_maonner and winter has lost
much of its bite under enclosed

Bridge
warks: The
Acrial Lift

Bridge is
illuminated
by Fourth of

July fire-
works. The
< bridge is the
= symbol of

Duluth.

Duluth isn’t

skywalks linking hotels and
shops downtown,

Undisputed Duluth logo is tho
high, squarish Acrial Lift Bridge
that Koists a rond out of the way
when freightors come through
the narrow channel inta the har-
bor. This picce of practical engi-
neering (visiblo from a thousand
vantage points) looka lixe a giant
suitcase handlo - an imago of

souvenir coffee mugs and even -

neckties.

Next to the bridge the steadi-
est spoctator sport in town is
more of tho Duluth gome: watch-
ing long ships ease in and out of
the harbor. A waterside walkway
lots gazers stroll or bike while
waiting for the next freighter, Or
they sit in an area called Lake
Place within casy reach of down-
town stores. Nearby a Sculpture
Garden draws ita work from
Japan, Sweden and Russia in
“gister” city tributes.

Algo ot bridgeside a Marine
Musoum has model ships and

. exhjbits on the aspects of run-

ning a major world port, which
turns out to be more interesting
thon most inlanders would cver
guess. If ship traffic is slow, a
24-hour boat-watcher's hotline

: GREAT ESCAPES

A

for th

* (in season: (218)722-6489) tella
what's coming in and when,
Two blocks away on Lake
Streot, the Grand Slam Adven-
ture World indoor mini ts

e accident

and tho Matinee Musical chargo
thelr own admission fees
{218)727-8025.

For old house addicts the 39-
room Jacob revival ’

complex attracta visitors all year
with restaurant and more. Free
to enter. Only steps from o new

Omnimax Theater where you

¢limb Mt. Evercst in comfort
‘across from a Duluth reality, the

freighter William A. Irvin, Open
hatches for summer tours, Call

(800)628-8386. Ask ahout the

“Ship of Ghouls,” spooky stuff
+ just bofore Halloween,

Threo strides west Bayfront
Festival Park hosts muaieal
“Bayfront Fridays” (rock and
roll) or the Bayfront Blues Fest
with national headlino bands.

From the skywalk connection
to the Duluth Convention Enter-
tainment and Convention Center.
you might get to watch n sum-
mer curling game in the ice
arena through a large window.
Free unless you want to go in
and sit down.

Sitting firmly at the west cnd
of downtown -is a grand old
chateau-stylo train station trana-
formed into the St. Louis County
Heritage and Arts Center. Tho
Dopot pravides group housing for
cight different cultural organiza-
tions and their muscum collec-
tions. A round.up of trains,
streetears, ete., under the wing
of the Lake Superior Museum of
Transportation fills the lower
level, Upstairs the Chisholm
Muscum of world cultures
emphasizea children. In other
rooms tho St. Louis County His.
toricn! Socicty spotlights Min-
nesotn’s heritage and Duluth’s
Art Institute rotates its exhibits.

Four active art groups with
{mpressive records perform in a
modern addition to the Depot.
Duluth Ballet, Superior/Duluth

..Symphony, Duluth Playhouse

on tho shores of Lake Superior
made the Nationsl Historic
Places. list, “Glensheen” and its

gardens_can be tourcd (218)724+"

8863, Guided walks in vintage !
neighborhoods are also avail-..

able. . i
What.do the U.S; Bill"of:
Rights, Hondel's “Messiah” and
the Constitution of the Confeder-
ate-States of America havo in
commen? Their original-draft
papers wound up with other
great documents in the Kaorples
Manuscript Library Muscum on
the University of Minnesota-
Duluth campus. Another Duluth
coup is the UM-D's handsome
Tweed Muscum of Art and nine
galleries of Americon and Euro-
pean paintings (218)728-0630.
For children, the 76-year-old
Loke Suparior Zoological Gar-
dens will succeed wonderfully.
Home to more than 600 specics
from tigers to bats and. - of
caurse - polar bears, Opon all
year. Picnic area and camp-
grounds in ensy range. .
Meanwhile, back at the docks,
take a Vista Fleet harbor cruise
for a closo look at freighters,
loaders nnd elevators often con-

‘taining enough grain to bake an

individual loaf of bread for the
entire U.S. population. Lunch
and dinner cruises, too,

Climb the tower in Enger
Park. Check train rides, charter
fishing, two casinos, “Dukes”
baseball or live acts in Library
plaza. The popular Grandma's
Original Saloon & Deli sponsors
n whopping big Marathon Run in
June, one of the nation's largest.
Or hang around to gee the 18-
dog teams of the 500-mile Bear-
grease Dog Sled-Races huff past

al tourist anymore

Deep harbor: The Duluth Harbor is the furthest inland
with a connection to the Atlantic Ocean.

in January.

Lake Woebegone might be
found near Chisholm and Iron-
world USA. A 90-minute drive
north on U.S. 23 and U.8, 169.
(Note the U.S. Hockey Hall of
Fame at Eveleth). Grounds
include a stunning Meaabi Iron
Range muscum cantilevered
over a former open pit mine, a
train ride, living history tapes.
In summer main line entertain-
ars come to the park’s amphithe-

ater nnd cthnic food booths serve
their specialtics (800)777-8497.
U.S. 53 is nlso the routo to the

‘Boundary Waters Canoc Areaon -

the Canadinn border, a sprawl-
ing wilderncss adventure region.

Make traveling the north
shore of Lake Superior your next
adventure.

Doris Scharfenberg is a Farm-
ington Hills free-lance writer
who has published several guides
to Great Lakes Travel. s

- Great Escapes.

Great Escapes features various
travel news items. Send news

. -leads to Hugh Gallagher, assis-
tant managing cditor, Qbscrver
& Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,

, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, M1
48150, or fax them to (313) 691~
7279, )
WEST MICHIGAN GUIDE
The phone number to receive

’ ... the 1908 cdition of the West

" Michigan Travel Guide, pub-
"lished nnnually by the Weat

Michigan Tourist Assueialion,
,was incorrect in last week’s
The correct
, number is (800)442-2084, The

!"144-pago guide is a comprehen-

sive of

ation's Visitor Information Cen-
ter at 1263 Front Ave,, Grand
Rapids NW, just off U.S, 131 at
exit 87,
NOMADS GPEN HOUSE

The Nomads wilt hold an open
house for the public noon to 4

. p.m. Saturday, Aug. 22, Tours

will be given of the exclusive
passenger lounge and hangar
facility s well as Nomads' state-
of-the art Super 27 flying club-
house. Flight attendants will be
availatlc to point cut the fta-
turcs of the “Nomads Class” pas-
senger cabin, Refreshments will
be served throughout the after-

noon.
World Terminal

activities and vacation deatina-
tions throughout West Michi-

‘' gan's 41 countics. The guide's

* Fun Index lists more than 350

The Ni
is at 10100 Middiebelt Rond in
Romulus, From I-94, exit at Mid.
diebelt Road, turn south on Mid-
dlebelt toward the airport and
i the N ds World

things to do - fnclud une
rides, eruises, summer theater,
winery tours, museumns, zoos and
" fishing charters.
For a free West Michigan

Travel Guide, stap by the arsaci-

to
Terminal, a blue building on the
west aide of the road.
For more information, call
(734)941-8000,

v ansmain saie

FRARRENRUTH

West Bloomfield Parks and
Recreation is offering a one-day
trip to Frankenmuth, 8:16 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 8.

Sponsored by Bianco Tours,
the trip costs $39 for a resident

ptures and tho ¢
that surround them.
The museum is open 11 a.m. to
6 p.m. daily and 11 a.m. to &
p.m. Friday. Closed Mondays.

Call (618)831-1001 for informa-

of West -Bloomfield; $43-for a ~tion.~ - - .
VEGAS VACATION:
“HMHF Fua Vacations is offer-

non-resident. It includes trans-
portation by bus.™ **~ e

To register, call (248)738-2500.
CALDER CELEBRATION

The Grand Ropids Art Muse-
um is celebrating the centennial
of sculptor Alexen Culder,
Calder's “La Grande Vitesse”
erected in 1969 has been both
controversial and inspirational
for the city. The muscum hos
two exhibits, “Calder for Kids,”
at the Porter Gallery through
Sept. 6 and “Alexander Calder to
Maya Lin: Art & the Public
Environment,” alse through
Sept. 6, In “Calder for Kids,” vis-
itors will enter four Calder-like
environments te experience vari-
ous aspects of his work. “Art &
the Public Environment” pre-
scnta an exploration of public

france

| See The

SUNDAY 7:00 PM

Sea the 3 Tenors concert live from Paris.

MUN!.)AY 7:30 PM
’ Tha premiere of The Mefian Americans I: A Beautilul Song.

‘I_MD NDAY 9:00 PM

' belgi

| belgium .

Helmut Lotti goes classic from Cleydael Castle and live at 56.

!

TWESDAY 7:30 PM

John Inman retums to Channal 56 for 8a Are You
// Being Served? marathen.

WEDNESDAY 7:30 PM

poland

/3

€iko and Koma: River

San Frantisco Symphony
Michae! Tifson Thownas,
tonductor and plano

Atzo-Cuban All Stars

$t. Patersburg Philharmonic
Yutl Temickanov, conductor
Gldon Kremer, violin

John Williamt, guitar

Capito! Steps.

Guarneri String Quartet .

Bill T, Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company
We Sat Out Early. Visikility Was Poor

Budapest Festival Orchestrs *
tvan Fischer, conducter
Andrds hifd, plano

Dayid Daniels, countertenst
The Arcadlan Academy

ing new moonlight flights to Las

Vergas aboard Pro-Air's 737-400

jots from Detroit City Airport

beginning Dec. 20.Prices are
from just $109.95 cach way.

Passengers will fly out of City

- Airport at 8 p.m: Thursdays nnd

--Sundoys,-arriving in Las Vegas -

-at-10:16 p.m. R

travelers will depart Las Vegas
at 11 p.m. Stindays and Thure-
dnys, arriving in Detroit at 6
a.m. the next day. The moon-
light flights arc available
through 1999, e P

Passengers can book through
their travel ngency or by calling
¢ 4466

ome,

Nicholas McGegan, conductor and harpsichord
Ra Capella Rel3) de Catafunya and Hespérion XX
Jordi Savall, viola da gamba and
Montserrat Figueras, soprano
Michigan Chamber Players
Kitov Orchestra of St. Petersburg
Valery Geigev, conductor
Vienna Virtuosi
Principal Members of the Vienna Philharmonic
Jaz2 Tap Summit: An All-Star Celebeation
of Tap Dancing
American String Quartet
Mitsuko Uchida, piano
Assad Brothers with Badi Assad
Sequentla: Hildegard von Bingen’s Ordo Virtutum
A Huey P, Newton Story
€merson String Quartet
with Mzndhem Presslee plaro
Tire Hatien) laluraiker
Handel's Messiah
UMS Choral Union
Ann Asbot Symphony Orchestra
‘Thomas Sheets, conductor
Trinity lrith Dance Company
Gershwin: Sung and Untung
New York Festival of Song
Renée Fleming, soprano
The Gospel at Colonus
Anng Sofie von Otter, mezzo-soprand
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center
geethoven the Contemporary Family Performance
with The American String Quartet
Merte Cunningham Dance Company
Mazlm Vengeraw, viclin

University Musical Society 734.764.2
of the Unliversity of Michigan « Ann Arbor

On.Sale

outside the 313 & 734 azea codes 800.221.1229

Orpheus Chamber Orchestra
Pepe Rometo, gultar
Meryt Tankard Austratian Dance Theatre
Funoso
Kodo
James Galway, flute
Abbey Uincoln
Takées Quartet
Alvin Alley American Dance Theater
The Tallis Scholars
Gypsy Caravan
Sweet Honey in the Rock
o Fontenay
Steve Reich Ensemble
Mozarteum Orchestea of Salzburg
Hubert Soudant, cenductor
Till Feliner,
Kathatine Goeldner, me220-50p1ano
Latin Ball with |Cubanismol
fratuting Jesis Alemaby
twa Podian, conbisita
Anonymous 4 and Lionheart
Monsters of Grace (Version 1.0)
ADigital Opera in 3-Dimensions.
Philip Glass Ensemble
Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra
Wynton Marsalis, conductor and trumpet
A Centennial Celebration of Duke
Eltington
NHK Symphony Orchestra of Tokya
Charfes Duteit, conductor
$30ah Chang, vialin
1999 Ford Konors Program

38 vw.um




