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Lou Pirronello has coached
travel baseball tearos for more
than a decado and none came
closer to a national champi-
onship than thia ycar's Con-
cenled Security 11-ycar-old
team,

Concealed finished fourth at
the Continental Amateur Base-
ball Association World Series in
Tarkio, Mo., bowing out with an
8-4 loss to Baltimore Aug. 7.

The loss came 24 hours after
Concenled suffored n heart-
breaking, 13-12 defeat to cventu-
nl champion San Diege, which
rallied for threo runs with two
outs in the bottom of the sixth
inning.

Pirronello’s 17-year-old team
in 1995 finished fourth nt the
Connie Mack AAU nationa)
championships, but that team
had to fight through the loser’s
bracket to reach the final four.
Concealed nnd San Diego were
the only two unbeaten teams
remaining in the field whea they
met Aug. 6.

Jeff Richard (West Bloomficld)
and Ryan Shay {(Garden City)}
were named to the all-tourna-
ment team for right field and
shortstop, respectively. Each
batted over .500.

Grid coach@s fonpoo:

“We won cight in a row, beat
all the big boys from Texas,
Puerto Rico, Tennessee and Mex-
ico, southern teams that notori-

+ with the 6-2 defense.

“I'm a firm believer in educa-
tional athletics,” he said. “ real-
1y believe football is just a mirror
of lifo and, hopefully, the kids
can learn from the experience
and take those lessons with
them when they graduate.”

Bechtel takes charge

Bechtel knows the Farmington
High personnel and WLAA oppo-
nents well, having been the
defensive coordinator under
Niskanen for five seasons and,
before that, Bernic Call for two

enrs.

“I'm a workaholic; I love this
game and I love being with thoso
kids,” said Bochtel, 42, who
decided to seek the head coach.
ing position when Niskanen
resigned in January.

“My situation changed = little
bit, becnuse both my kids are in
college. Tho offseuson requires
an incredible commitment of
time. It's rcally the first time
sinee I left Orchard Lake St.
Mary's that I'm in a position to
do that, You have to devote 11 to
12 months to the program,
becauso that's what it takes,”

Bechtel played lootball at Live-
nia Churchill for legendary
conch: Ken Kaestner and, after

duating in 1974, o ded

Michigan State University, earn-
ing a degree in marketing.

He got his start coaching the
Westland Rockets, a Little
Lengue tenm, while he was atill
in college. . .

Since MSU started classes in
1nte September, for the last three
games, Bechtel would go home
on weekends, conduct practices
on Friday and Saturday and
head back to school aftor the
game on Sunday.

When he was done with col-
lege, Bechtel became an assis-
tant coach at St. Mary’s and was
hoad coach for one soason in
which the Eaglets were 27,

““A new. principal came in and,
oven though we got along well,
he lot it be known his football
coach was going to be a teacher,
too,” Bechtel said.

Bechtel, who runs the market-
ing department for the Guardian
Life Insurance Company, was
then an assistant at Madison
Heights Bishop Foley for six
years before joining the Farm-
ington staf.

“(Foley head conch) Ed Mal-
oney went to Harper Woods
Notra Dame just before the sea-
son started,” Bechtel said, “and I
wasn't in a position to make the
move because of my work com-
mitment. I started looking

Wolverines o pow.o:

taste of victory mnkes you want
te go on to bigger and better
things,” he said. “And we don’t
like loging.”

Carr calls Brygnl:tzemcpd«zus

heading into the Sept. 5 opener
at Notre Dame,

“We push cach other and
that's what it's all about,” he
snid, “And it starts with senior

kid with a
who's also tough.”

:Mcanwhile, Bryant's comtem-
porary on tho defensive side, free
safoty Brent Washington of
Westiand John Glenn, hasn't
been able to shake a lingering
injury.

A sore lower back limited sum-
mer workouts for the 6-foot, 183
pound red-shirt senior.

“«1t gtarted in the spring and
it's still irritated,” said Washing-
ton, 6 backup and special teams
member who wears No. 16. “I'm
just going to have to go out there
‘and go through practice, and
hopefully it will cease, -

- Hia lack of running showed up
on Friday when ho ran 10:12 in
the 1%-mile run.

*“My weight is down because 1
haven't been able to go into the
weight reom,” Washington said.
*P've just dono light exercising
the lust fow weeks because 1
don't want it to worsen.”

Deapito his porsonal plight,
Washington remains upbeat
about the Wolverines' chances

. gone on to

lend Then, everyone clse
will follow.

“Right now it’s hard to say, but
the character of the tenm, from
way I'm looking at thiings, looks
pretty good.”

While Washington and Bryant
have been around the block, for
walk-on  freshman  Kirk
Moundros of North Far
it’s been o renl eye opener.

The 6-foot-2, 210-pound All-
Observer linebacker-fullbnek

around and Farmington gave me
the most responsibility.”

hen he becamo head coach,
Bechtel spent the early part of,
this year working on organiza-’
tional changes, which included
putting in a new offense.

“I couldn't wait for practice to
start, so I could put the whistle
around my neck and go back to
conching,” he said.

“The job now is to move the
program ahead. Under Bernie,
the kids believed they had o
chance to win some games. Lauri
took it to the next step, Now we
have to win championehips and
that’s our goal.”

.. Bechtel plans to stay with the

snme defense but will switch to
the wing-T offense instead of the
I-formation.

“That’s something we probably
wotld have done even if Louri
was still conching," he aaid.
“There were things we needed to
do to move the football success-
fully in our league.”

Bochtel will become the offen-
sive coordinator and turn the
defenso over to Tim Schafer. The
varsity. stafl also includes Pete
Finn and Nick Colson, Finn and
Schafer are Farmington teach-
cra, and Colson wns a varsity
player last year.

“My philosophy hns always

E ‘Drew Henson; ho's

- evarything they say and

more. What makes him
so Impressive? His
accuracy. | couldn’t
believe it.”

Kirk Moundros
— U-M freshman gridder

starter, but backup Demetrius
Smith came in overweight at
over 261 pounda.

Over two days of preliminary
practice, Mgundros was n little

had planned all along to caroll
at Michigan and pursuc a degree
in engincering.

His high scheol coaches sent
film to UM recruiting coordina-
tor Bobby Murrison and he liked
what he saw.

Moundros is wearing No. 53, a
lincbacker's number, but he
hopes to fill a void at fullback
loft by Chris Floyd, who has
the pros.

Carr told the media Friday
that depth at fuliback was a con-
cern.

Rny Jackson, a true sopho-
more, will most likely be tho

Maccabi son oo

over by it all.

“It wns weird,” he said, “going
from one of the better players in
high school to starting here from
the bottom, 1 wus supposed to
play lincbacker, but now I'm
going to run at fullback.”

And which freshman has
impressed Moundros?

“Drow Henson; he's everything
they any and more,” the ex-

Raidor snid. “What makes him

so impreasive? His acenracy. I
couldn't belicve it.”

Let tho collego football season
begin.

into an annual event in 1986 and
haove remained that way ever
since.

- The Maccabi Games gt slart-
od tonight with opening ceres
monica scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
at the Palace of Auburn Hills.
Southfield resident Jefl Gruen
hias the honor of lighting the

Maccabi Games torch, which offi-
cinlly marks the opening of the
Games.

The final event, n cross coun-
try race open to all participants
of the games, precedes the Clos-
ing Cueremonics, which are
scheduled for 11:30 n.m. Sunday,
Aug. 23, at the Kahn Building at

the Jowish Community Center
at 6600 West Maple Road in
West Bloomfield.

Admission ia free to all of the
events and the public is wel-
come.

For more informntion call the
Jewiah Community Center at
(248) 661-7722.
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been: If you're going to be good
on defense, you have to have a
pretty thorough understanding
of what's going on on offense,”
Bechtel said.

“We've been working in the of -
season on the progression of play
colling and understanding what
the defense is trying to do to us.
In our offense, we've tried to
davelop a system where the
defense can't be right. .

“So far, on paper and the gym
floor, it looks OK. We'll sec what
happens when we line up
against Novi (Sept. 4) and see
what they think of it.”

ously domi the World
Series,” Pirronello said. *This
and the 17-year-old team with
(J.J.) Putz, (Brian) Berryman
and (Mike) Cervenok were the
clogest we've come, but this was
a little different becnuse we were
in tho winner’s bracket.”
Trailing 12-10 with two outs
and the bases loaded in the bot-
tom of the seventh, San Diego
tied the score with an infield hit.
The next batter followed with a
line drive down the left ficld line
that fell in for a base hit, scoring
tha tying and go-ahead runs.
Concealed learned the hard
way baseball is o game of inches.
*The line drive tipped off the

Concealed Security @
11-year-old ballclub
places 4th in Series:
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third baseman's glove — anothcr
half inch and it's in his glove,’,
game over,” Pirronello said, “And
the winning run was a ban
bang play ot the plate after a .-
great throw from the outficld.”
Casoy Sargent, the thir
three Concealed pitchers, auf-
fered the loss. Ryan Shay (Gar- .
den City) started, pitching the .
first 4% innings before Eric.,
Drieselman (Garden City) came |
on for one inning, e
Concealed had 12 hits, led by *
Chris Rusin (Canton), who was ,
3-for-3, including a double and’,.
an RBI. Eric Vojtkofski (Wayne)
and Drieselman each went 2.4 -
with nn RBL Richard also was-2+
4, including a home run.
Concealed enjoyed l2ads of 5-L
and 8-3 before San Dicgo's comy
back. :
Concealed, still staggerin
from the heartbreaking loss, fell -/
behind 8-0 to Baltimore beford -
threatening with four runs in itg .-
1nst ot-bats. A doube by Shay; -
single by Votjkofski and walk to -
Scott Szpryka londed the bases -
with two outs.
Alan Hagedon and Sargent fol? .
lowed with RBI singles and
Andrew Stafford had a two-rus -
double to cut the deficit to 8-4.-
With two runners aboard and
the tying run in the on-deck cir- .
cle, Baltimore ended the threat~
with a strikeout. _
“Everybody was amazed at the .
comeback. The other team was |
sweating bullets,” Pirronello
said, * I couldn't be prouder of -
the team. It was like two heavy- <
weights going at it for 10 rounds
and then asking the one who lost
to come back the next day.” .
Team members include
Phillip Mabey (Livonia), Matt
Rodeghier (Farmington Hills),
Mark Pirroncllo (Livonia), conch-
es Pat Rusin, Al Shay, Frank
Stafford and Bill Szpryka and |
bat boys Tyler Rusin (Canton) }
and Jeremy Shay (Garden City).

August 28 ve, Tampa Bay Devil Rays

September 4 ve. Clevetand Indians
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The Observer & Eccentric wants to
send you and three of your friends (or family || :
members) to a Friday Night Fireworks Game! :

l

Answer:

ENTRY FORM FOR THE AUGUST 28 or SEPTEMBER 4 GAME
Must ba recelved by noon, Aug. 21

Who Is the Tigers’ new power-hitting rookié 3rd Baseman?

Name

Address -l

City/2Zip Code S

W

Dnvtlnie Thone

Mail :his fornt to;
Tigers ‘98 Fireworks

Clo The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers

36251 Schooleraft Rd.
 Livonia, MI 48180

winner will receive

section.

we'll pick 30 winners for each game from all entrics with the
four (4) Lower Deck Reserved Seat passes.

to cach winner. Winners announced in paper Thurs,, August 27 in the Classified

Employees of the Observer ¢ Eccentric Newspapers, the Detroit Tigers, Ine, amd
their familics are 1ot eligible to win.

correct answer. Each
Passes will be mailed




