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School construction will prompt some inconveniences

For the first weeks of the 1908-89
schaool year, Longacre Elementary
School pupils will leam art from a cart
instend of in a classroom and cat lunch
in thie media center. Their parents will
have to park on neighborhood strects
and walk to the building.+

But what are a few minor hardships
when there is a gleaming payoff await-
ing; necording to Longncre parents such
18 Andrea Ferriss, whose daughter Eliz-
abeth will nttend fifth grade at Lon-
tacro this year, .

Although Ferriss ders if stud:

& ‘Our contractors have told us to expect the full approval’
of (state) health and safety officials and we ave looking for
ward to opening school on {Monday) August 31st. We will
need to make some accommodations early on, but the dally

program will romain largely intact.’ .

Bill Smith
—Longacre princiEl .

of at the

that the project won't throw o
mer in front of tha wheel of education,

will be distracted by the continuing con-
striiction the first month ar two, she ia
lkeeping her eye on the big picture.

“1 think it's worth the fact we'll havea
Jietter school in the long run,” said Fer-
riss, who like others in the Longacre
sttendnnce area heard rumors all sum-
mer long that bond issue-funded con-
struction there might delay the start of
clusses. “I'm willing to work through it.
in order to get the aice building wo

ant hcrg we have to put up with con-
n. :
riss nnd other parcnts especially
are looking forward to the climination
of parking lot portable classrooms,
whete Elizabeth attended Girl Scout
troop mectings. By the time the dust
settles, those will be gone.

“There are n lot of parents who say
pationce is a virtue,” she said.

Longacre principal Bill Smith, and
othef district officinls, remain confident

Lbngacre 4th-graders give constructi

students will start fith grade.
But the project will still contin-

Lust spring, when the bond
jssug construction project began
at Longacre Elementary School,
fourth graders penned poems

“Our tractors have told us to
expect the full approval of (state) health
and safety officials and we aro looking
forward to opening school an (Monday)
August 31st,” Smith said. “We will nced
to make some accommedations carly on,
but tho daily program will remain large-
ly intact.”

And, contrary to other rumora floating
around during the summer, Longnere
pupils will be able to eat hot lunch at
school.

It won't be served in the old cafeteria,
however. According to Smith, the new

-cafeteria and kitehen will open on Mon-

day, Scpt. 28. Until then, hot lunches
will be transported.and warmed on site,
with pupils eating in the media center,
large group instruction arca and other
classrooms. .
Around that time, the new parking lot
will be completed, with buses again
being ablo to drop kids off and pick
them up in front of the school - instead

* Drake Heights Streot, tho principal con-

y bus staging area on

tinued,

Smith listed other components of the
back-to-school plan:

B On Monday, Sept. 14, one of two
now classroom wings will open. It will
ba compriscd of three claasrooms and an
art room. During the first two weeks of
school, students will attend temporary
clossrooms and participato in “art on &
cart.”

W On Monday, Scpt. 21, the renovated
media center will bo ready for use. The
firat threo weeks, medin sessions will
take place in regular classrooms.

W On Monday, Oct. 19, the second
new wing, with a gym and music room,
will open. :

Meanwhile, the playground will
remain relatively unchanged. During’
construction, howaver, a safety fenco
will stay in place, :
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Under way: Work is continuing on Longacre Elementary School.

construction, also said there shouldn’t
anything to worry about for parents
at Longacro - or at the other five
snhoolu_‘whuru work has taken place.
Banides L A

Longacro project, said Cowan, adding
that school will atart as scheduled
throughout the district. He emphasized
that all state safoty requirements will
be ad Y

¢, ren and
additions are being made at Kenbrook
and Gill clementarics, O.E, Dunckel
Middle School, Farmington and North
high schools. The work was approved in
S bor 1997, when voters approved

Former school admi
Cowan, who now is working ns a privato
consultant to tho district on bond issue

a two-part $83.1 million bond issue.
“Wo feel pretty comfortable” about the

g y met,

Superintendent Bob Maxiield said tho
district is committed to projects being
done in a timely manner, because thoso
that are not will impede subsequent
improvements. “We know wo have to
gt certain things done.”

about the disruption to their
learning world.

When the 1998-99 school year
opens on Monday, Aug. 31, those

uc, albeit in the final stages.

Following aro several of thoso
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SPECIAL CLOSE OUT
OF PATIO FURNITURE

Additional discounts from
aiready low sale prices on all
in stock patlo furniture.
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1997 Coleman Spas

Bargains llke these don’t come
around every day... so

HURRY IN TODAY!
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874 W. Ann Atbor Rd.
Piymouth, M1 18170

734/459-7410

students’ poems:

Elizabeth Ferriss:

Pardon our rubble

We're having some trouble

Our teacher is saying

“Oh geez! Look at the trees!

They're laying abound

All over the ground

And oh what a sound_*

That there is around!”

Out the window are big
machines we can't bare

So at math time there's nothing
but stares . .

We can’t believe what's going
about

It just makes us want to shout!

Katie Mitchell:

There is something different
about achool

That makes me quite surprised

Our clementary school is going
to arise

_ Men at work are changing our

beloved school

Into & place where learning is
bigger than a pool

Longacre is being fixed up for o
new year and will be very big

Except all the warkers have to
- move all the rocks and twigs

Lauren Heath:

Boom! Boom! Boom!

Did you hear that noise?

Our achool iz under construc-
tion and it is quite o surprise

1 can hear bang! bang! bang!
when I'm trying to write

T can hear boom! boom! boom!
and it gives me quite o fright

But in the end our school will
be great

Even the teachers will think it's

ate

It will be much bigger for more

children to fit

on poetic justice

And the gym will be bigger for

more children to sit

Chelsle Honnick:

Construction is noisy, construc-
tion is loud

But when it's through you're
really proud

Noisy clagsrooms through the
month of May

Hammering nails all through
the day
Trying to listen, study and
think

I wish this commotion would
be through in a blink

But when we go back to school
inthefall -

I'will realize the cost was
worth it olil. .
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