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The campaign to become the
next new Oakland County cireuit
judge ia linked to the race for
campaign dollars.

That race had ita origin in the
waning hours of the Aug. 4 elec-
tion — a8 totals showed Colleon
O'Brien and Steve Kaplan would
advance from the Aug. 6 primory
toitho gencral clection.

0'Brien.and Kaplan finished
. fifst and second, respectively, in
a tight, three-way campaign
with Richard D. Kuhn Jr. in the
nqnpnnisun race,

D'Brien garncred 49,189 votes
campared with 46,283 for
Kaplan and 42,875 for Kuhn,
The percentage totals were 35.6
for O'Brien, 33.5 for Kaplan and
31 for Kuhn.

With the raco down to two peo-
glo, tho candidates say they are
already in a tight raco — for
money a8 well as votes.

J?;uepnrntu interviews last
wogk O'Brien and Kaplan
soemed intentionally vague. Nci-
thor-vanted to get too spocific
about future expenses, apparent-
ly because doing 8o might hint at
his Y her respective strategy.

Each, for example, expects to
spend a *minimum” of $50,000 in
a campaign in which name iden-
tification will be vital, Each
expueta targoted meilings and,
quite possibly, expensive media
. gpots.

oniss
Narfie game

“In many ways, it's 8 name
game,” soid Kaplan, “Many vot-
crs don't know much about the
candidntes, 50 my goal is to get

voters,” she anid, He campaign
will do the same geing into the'
general clection, she said,

Ironically, each candidate has
each scheduled a $100 per per-
son fund raiser on Sept. 17,
O'Bricn's will be at the Fox and
Hounds in Bloomfield Hills,
Kaplan's at Colangelo’s Restau-
rant in Pontinc. Each plans addi-
tional fund-raisers, with details
pending.

“1"11 spend every cent I can
raise,” said Kaplan,

Onkland Circuit Judge Wendy
Potts is watching the O'Brien-
Kaplan contest with more than o
casual interest. Potts is chair of
tho Judiciary Committee for the
State Bar of Michigan, that is
focusing on financing judicial
races.

Spending concern

“This is an ongoing concern (of
the state bar),” Potts said Fri-
day. “Wo're not focusing on this
particular race. But financing

- judicial races is a serious con-

cern.” .

Potts said judging from the
primary race between O'Brien,
Kaplan and Kuhn, the contest
to become the nowest circuit
judge ‘on the Oakland bench is
‘more likely to ba decided by hard
work and grass roots organiza-
tion than big bucks.

“Both candidates have good
names and credentials,” said the
judge. It always costs moncy to
Tun a good campaign, she said,
but the outcome will likely be
determined by cfficiency.

The primary was njo.t particu-

my name — and ic
. — out there”

O'Brien said it's important to
spond amart, “1 got the most
votes — while spending the least
— because I targeted absentee

larly expi , g to pre-
primary campaign finance
reports filed July 24. Post-prima-
ry reports are due Sept. 3. .
But the Aug, 4 c]cntgqn was 8

Steven Kaplan

other than money may have
been of primary importance. The
top vote-getter, for example,
raised and spont the leaat
amount of money, according to -
the reports.

O'Brien, a Roch Hills resi-

ould set spending record

a]
Cofleen 0'Brlen

Steven Moflett, who gave $2,500.
Moffott is o closo friend of
O'Brien's husband and campaign
advisor Tom Cory. She had &
$1,000 contribution from Maleah
Montey of Clinton Township and
a 5500! contribution from her sis-
tord iom t

County circuit court race Oakland officials
awaiting word
on out-of-state
drug suspects

California authorities are
waiting to hear from Gov.
Englers office before diti
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Oankland County sssistant prose- E..
cutor Beth Hand. It is scheduled 2
to 1 <

a brother and gister to Michigan
to faco drug chargea that carry a
maximum penalty of life in
prison.

“Weo've completed the procesa
at this end,” Orange County
deputy district attorney Steve
Bickel said Friday. “We just
need to get the from the

on o
When contacted sbout thel:
case, Henderson's attorney, Cor-Z-
nelius Pitts of Detroit, declined
to comment. .
Hand, however, said the case
agoinst all three defendants is2:
based on the work of the Orange £
County Sheriffs Department *
king i junction with fed-

governor's office in Michigan.”
Bickel was referring to the
extradition of a 38-year-old Cali-
fornia woman and her 33-year-
old brother, both implicated in
the mailing of almost 19 pounds
of cocnine (cight kilos) to a Holi-
x‘i\ny In{l hotel in Southficld last

dent who practices law with the
firm of Cummings, McCloroy,
Pavis & Acho in Pontiac, raised
$22,665 and spent $16,659,
Kaplan, a Weat Bloomfield res-
ident who is an istant prose-

an
or Dobra L. O'Brien of Shelby
Township.

M Kaplan received $1,000 con-
ibuti from the Dicki

cutor in Macomb County, had
contributions totaling $62,744

. and expenses of $33,170.

s 1ant

Kuhan, & Waterford

Wright law firm in Bloomficld
Hills and attorney James H.
Finney of Clinton Township. He
received $500 contributions from

who practices with the Adkison
Need law firm in Bloomfield
Hills, raised $42,240 and spent
$31,951.

Primary figures

Most of the contributors made
donations of $100 or Jess, But »
the reports for each candidate
tisted exceptions. For example:

B O'Bricn's finance statement
listed her hll‘ges"..uin le contribu-
il

primary in which

tor s field Hills

Qakland Digest provides s
summary of headline stories
from around the county during
the week leading up to Aug. 12,

BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP

Late movies: Plans for o 2C-
screen Showease Cinema core
plex on Telegraph Road appar-
ently have been delayed, Town-
whip ufficials said thoy haven't
heard from National Amuse-
ments, parent company for the
theater chnin, for several

1
-

-montha, Officials has told the: -

theater company its initia! plans
didn't meet the community’s
upscate image.

FARMINGTON HILLS

Wet and angry: Fed up over wet
basements, Farmington Hills
residents floaded city hall with
complaints after heavy Aug. 6
and Aug. 9 roinstorms, Some
residents asked the cily to
declare a moratorjum on all new

EIQUIDATION SALE!

lems are fixed,

ROCHESTER HILLS

Happy traita: The Paint Creek
Trailways Commission and city
agrec improvements necd to be
made to the trail’s Tienken Road
crossing, but while the trailways
commission said improvements
should be in place by 2001, city
officials said they could come

_
OAKLAND DIGEST

" construction until sewer prob-

vey Samucel L of
Farmington Hills, the executive
committee of the 11th Congres-
sional District and Ms. Nina
Bufalino of Grosse Pointe Wooda.

® Kuhn listed contrit of

The pair are being held with-
out bond in California and are
fighting extradition.

Both are key figures in what is
believed to be tha biggest cocaine
case in recent Oakland County
history, Both are charged with
conspiracy to deliver more than
650 grams of cocaine which car-
ries o mandatory penalty of life
in prison.

A third defendant in the case,
Deangelo D. Henderson, 26, of
Detroit, appeared in Southfield
District Court Thursday for pre-
liminary examination on charges

$1,660 from his law firm and
$1,000 from the Dickinson
Wright law firm. He also listed
$600 contributions from Samucl
Bernstein, his fathor, Circuit
Judge Richard D, Kuhn, and his
mother Sally Kuhn,

of p ing and to
posseas more than 660 grams of
cocaine with intent to deliver.
Ench charge carries a mandatory
penalty of life in prison.

The exam started relatively
late Thursday and lasted less
than two hours, according to

.investigation lead police to

n

cral drug agents,

One agent became suspicious,
Hend said, when a woman — -
who police believe wns the 38-.°
year-old suspect — used a $100 -
bill, rather than a credit card orZ!
bills of smaller denomination, to
mail a package at tho Airborne -
Express office in Irvine, Califor- -
nia to Southfield. Subscquent &

Southfield, said the prosecutor.
Police arrested Henderson in
Michigan, Hand said. Tho Cali-
fornia residenta were arrested ;
1nst month, she said. .
All three defendants are-
charged under Michigan's dru
lifer law that mandates life in
prison for nnyone convicted o
trafficking in 650 or more grams
of cocaine or heroin. -
Parole is not possible under:;
the present law, passed in 1978,
But a bill to amend the law —
allowing parole in some cases
after 20 yeara — was p 1nst -)
month and sent to the governor .
for his signature.
=It's still a tough law,” said
Oakland County Prosecutor-
David Goreyea, “even with possi-
ble parole after 20 years.”

RPRUCRAN

SOUTHFIELD

Charter question: City council
president Sidney Lantz is at
odds with the Oakland County
Political Action C ittee aver

look at the city’s proposed com-
raunity center. The center is
expected to be housed in a wing
of the old Troy High School
building on Li

whether the city charter should
be revised. Lantz said no revi-
sions are necessary, but OCPAC
said the 40-year-old document
may nced some revision.

moy
ity center: Troy officials

cven sooner upon .

nearby development.

C
could this week get their first

is near Big
Beaver. The building unused
wing will be torn down.

WEST BLOCMFIELD
Switching sides: Debbie Schius-

>

L)

el nnd Ron Wolf, both defeated -
in the Republican primary for  ~
the 39th District state House

scat have erossed party lines and *
endorsed Democrat Maxine
Brickner for the November gen-
eral election. Schiussel and Wolf -
were among five Republicans
who lost the primary to Mare
Shuolman.
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