EB(NO-OF*)

The Observer & Eccentric/THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 1998

CHOWIES,

Hard to resist fancy footwo

BY JON KATZ
SPECIAL WRITER

“La Fiebre del Sdbado en Jn
Noche.” That's “Saturday Night
Fever” in Spanish, And so is
“Dance With Me,” two hours of
hot salsa wrapped around a too-
predictable plot and served up
W,

No, “Dance With Me” isn't a
foreign film. In fact, thore's not
much about it that is foreign,
with snippets of “Singing in the
Rain,” “Dirty Dancing,” “Flash-

dance,” the aforementioned *Sat-’

urday Night Fever” even “Rocky™
and *The Wizard of Oz" among
the familinr clements.

But dance is certainly the

thing here, and boy, those Lati.
nos do know how to have fun. Wo
bogin in Cuba, as engaging
Rafacl Infante (Latin American
music idol Chayanne) places &
flowor at his mother’s grave, He
later writes a lotter to an Ameri-
can in Houston, one John Bur-
nett (Kris Kristofforson), and
before you can say “hasta la
vigtn,” all of Santiogo turns out
to musically send him off,

He arrives in Texas to work as
handyman at Burnett's fading
Excelsior Dance Studio, and only
the old movie-deprived among us
will ponder the connection
between the two.

Raofael’s natural charm ener-
gizea the fow romaining students

and instructors, all but Ruby
(Vanessa L. Williams), the tough
cookie who's on a qucst to recap-
ture her atanding as a top Pro-
fos‘s‘ionnl Intornational Latin

I8 Vanessa L. Williams sizzles as Ruby, the single
mom hardened by her former sleazebucket part-
ner. She used no dancing double and Is just as
engaging in her close-ups. .

It scoms

that her idea of Latin dancing
and his are a werld apart. Frus-
trated at being unable to dupli-
cate hor disciplined, rehenrsed
moves on the dance floar, Rafac!
oxplains, *I don't know what
‘change ball' means; tho music
makes mo dance.” .

And dance he does, teaching
tho tencher how to fool tho
music, and in so doing allowing
hor own submerged feclings to
resurface..just in time to rhum-
ba off with all the marbles at the

big Las Vegaa championships.
Yos, you've seen it all in differ-
cent forms before, but the rhythm
‘hera is hard to resist. With a joy-
ous soundtrack of Latin and

Afro-Cubnn music that-includes .

performancos by the Gipay
Kings, Jon Secada, Gloria Este-
fan, Sergic Mendes and Cuban
star Cachao, “Danco With Meo”
had o preview audfence ball-
changing its black-and-white
swing shoes off..

Vanessa L. Williams sizzles a8

Ruby, the single mom hardened
by her former sleazcbucket part-

ner. She used no dancing double,
and is just ns engaging in her
close-ups. A dancer moat of her
life, sho nevertheless adds a sur-
prising now dimension to an
already well-rounded list of abili-
ties.  Puerto * Rican-born
Chayanne ia a top star of His-
panic TV and recordings, and is
an irresistible roscal as Rafael,
breathing new life into old peo-
plo and old pickup trucks.
Whether he'll be a ono-hit won.
dor on the American entertain-
ment scene remains to be seen,

Kris Kristofferson was already
grizzly in “A Star is Born,” and

COMING ATTRACTIONS

has added twenty mare years of
wrinkles to his well-worn Texas
personna, One of the moat gen-
uine sparkles is provided by
wondorful British actress Jonn
Plowright as young-at-heart
danee atudent Bea, after her one
1ast fling at somothing to look
back on.

Dircctor Randa Haines ( Chil-
dren of o Leaser God®) has her
heart and eamera in all the right
places, capturing the sensuous,
awirling world of

rk, spicy music in ‘Dance’

tango, -

morengue and - paso doble. -
“Dance With Mo” was written by *

former professional salsa and
ballroom dancer Daryl
Matthews, and chorcographed by
seven-time U.S. Professiondl™
Latin Dance Chompion Liz Cur-

tis. Appoearing on-screen are -

many international dance stars,
a8 well ng Latin music’s Albita,
DLG (Dark Latin Groove) and

ZADT ROSENTIAL/COLUMELA PICTURES

Dancing: Ruby Sinclair (Vanessa L. Williams) a;zd Rafael Infante (Chayanne) hit
the floor at a Las Vegas salsa club in “Dance With Me.”

"KEXT STOP, WONDERLAND®

A meditation on romance, (riendship
and destlny, Stars Hope Davis.

apn .

Story of Who legendary nightelud -
Studlo 54, Stars Mike Myers.

“WHY DO FOOLS FALL IN LOVE™
Romantic droma about three women,

singer/songwriter Frankla Lymon who
w3 responsivio for a number of hit
records but whose self.destructive live
cended troglcally eatly. Stars Halle Berry.

*BILLY'S HOLLYWOOD SCREEN KiS8"
Exclusively at the Maln Art, 8 modorn

Scheduled to open friday, Aug. 28

oach elaiming to be the lego) widow of

Tomei.
Scheduted to open Tuesday, Sept. 1

*300DAYE LOVER"

A darkly satirica) thrilles about a group
of people all schaming to lnherlt o $4
milition [asurance policy. Stars Patricia
Arquette, Dermot Mulroney, Ellen
DoGeneres.

Scheduled to open Friday, Sapt. 4

*KNOCK OFF*

Aguinst the backdrop of Hong Kong's
transfer to Ching, a CIA agont must
thwert @ consplracy thot could inclite o

. wave of worldwide terrarism. An actlon

thrilier starring JeanClaude von Damme,
Rob Paul Sorvina and Lela

love story sbout o who
crcatos o sorlos of photographic stills
mimicking kIsses from the movies.
Stars Scon P, Hoyes.

“SLUMS OF BEVERLY H!LS"

A coming of age comedy about o famlly
out of Its element and on tho brink of
disastor, Stars Alan Arkin, Marlsa

Rochon.

Schoduled to open Fridoy, Sept. 11

“ROUNDERS™

Story of 0 masiers cord player who
trados tha pokerplaylng rounds far low
school ond o shot ot a new life, Stars
Mott Dameon,

"8IMON BIRCH* Dl

tac]

Coming of ogo saga about two boys who . -

together must learn whot It tokesto b,
friends and remain head strong In &
sometimes ceuel and changing wosld.
Stars Ashloy Judd, Oliver Platt, David *
Strothoien, tan Michael Smith and
Josaph Mazzello,

*TOUCH OF EVIL™
Tnis classic 1958 film by Orson Wells”
tells of a carrupt copwhorunsup
sgoinst @ Mexican official Investigoting
drug 1ratficking. -

to opon Friday, Sepl. 25
*URBAN LEGEND" -
Urban Legends ~ Modern folktoles that
seem to orlse spontancousty and spread
by word of mouth and range from the
silly to tha sinlster, When o sarles of -
deaths oceur on a collcge campus it =
appears that they are based on urban'™
legends and livos hand In the balance.
Stars Alicia Witt, directed by Jamio
Blanks.
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Drama: Jose Zuniga and Hopr Davis star in “Next Stop Wonderland.”




