Fine artist’s
close encounters
are heavenly

n the land where capitalism ia king,
and wisdom is meanured by the
rate-of-return on o diverso stock

portfolio, who'd think that anyone was

paying attention to those ethereal-
winged guardinn spirits commonly
referred to as angels?

Materialism the rage? Think again.

Nenrly three-quarters of Americans
believe in angels. Most only guietly
confess to closo encounters of the
heavenly kind, (And no, there aren’t
reports of Della Recse anywhere to be
found.)

“People are looking for something
beyond materialism,” said Ron Pavs-
ner, n fine artist from Birmingham
who specializes in transferring the
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hatever was in the
food at Colangelo’s
in Pontinc last

December when Oakland
County Exccutive L.
Brooks Patterson strolled
in for dinner is worth
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From within: Ron Pavsner next
to one of his angelic images.

images of angels from the fertile well
of his unconscious to the tangible
world of ink and paper.

“There's a cyclical period of materi-
alism followed by a period when peo-
ple are searching for a deeper mean-
ing,” said Pavaner.

“Now, we're in a period when people
are looking for spirituality”

And apparently, many people are
looking for Pavsner’s angelic imagery
as entry into another world.

Need for spirituality

Over the past year, Pavaner's prints
and sculptures have been available ot
Angel Treasure stores across the
country,

Three years ago, Pavaner retired
aftor 27 years of teaching at Adams
Elementary and Junior High schools,

In August, his framed prints hung
along the walls ot The Community
House of Birmingham,

And in the upcoming wecks, Pavs-
ner's work will be exhibited at Our
Town Art Exhibit, Mind, Body and
Spirit Festival in Rochester, and Bor-
ders Books.

Based on the immediate and over-
whelming response to the DIA' “The
Invisible Madc Visible: Angels from
the Vatican,” the subject of angels cer-
tainly has popular appeal.

In these sccular times, snid Pavs-
ner, the popularity of angela is a way
for many people to reconcile their
need for spirituality without sounding
like religious zealots,

Art isn't easy

“My work is intense,” said Pavsner.
“It’s the oppasite of ‘mail art’ or wall
decorations.”

Warm and fuzzy isn't quite what
most people feel when they study
Pavsner's surrenlistic images of
angels.

On the cantrary, there's n striking
sense of isolation, loneliness and fore-
boding.

“Art isn’t meant to be casy,” said
Pavsner. “You've got to walk through
the fecling of loneliness, The ultimate
gonl is for ‘art’ to be transcendent.”

Argunbly, fow other subjects inspire
the fecling of transcendence than
angels.

And for Pavsner, heavenly bodies
seem to have left their footprints in
the hazy fields of alumber.

A little help
*“Beforo I awake I sce the images,”
suid Pavener, who opens his eyes and
. l'mds\n nearky per_ncll nnfl paper, then

ap Y
From there, ho uses an oil pencil
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Perhaps years from now
when “Arts, Beats & Ents”
- held for the firat time this
Labor Day weckend —is
mentioned in the same
breath ns the Chicago
Taste Fest and Denver's
Cherry Creck Art Festival,
the stary will have become
a full-blown legend.

According to the emerg-
ing folklore, the idea for
“Arts, Beata & Eats” was
initially broached s Pat-
terson and restaurant

tion.”

On Lnbor Day weckend,

Festival
bralntrust:
“Art, Beats &
Eats” has
evolved froma
taste fest to a
full-fledge
festival. Event
organizers
include Steve
Weikal, (left to
right), Lisa
Konikow,
Jonathan Witz
and Chuck
Uzelac.

Deabs
& Eabs

County Arts, Culturc and
Film. “It had to be insancly
big to get people’s atten-

lot of work, but when peo-
ple come they'll find aut
what's been going on in
Pontinc,” said Uzelac of
Bloomfield Hillg, whe

the

culture of the county and
thrawn our resources
behind it,” snid Weikal.

However, theae-
“resources” haven't trans-
Iated into'public funding.
Projected revenue of
$560,000 for tho festival
will be derived solely from
corporate Bponsors.

More specifically, Patter-
son’s support has translat-
ed into a ride on his politi-
cal conttails. Half of the
sponsors, said Weikal, are
referrals from the county
executive.

While some may contend
that the Inck of public seed
money might jeopardize
tong-term gilans, event pro-
ducer Jonathan Witz said
the timing and wido sup-
port of the festival guaran-
tees corporate sponsors for .

owner Ernio Colangelo dis-
cussed a proposed taste fes-
" tival that would feature the

growing number of restau-
rants in Oakland County.

In only a few months, the
idea admittedly borrowed
from the annual Detroit
Taste Feat evolved inton
mutticultural fine arts,
culinary and musical
extravaganza.

“The idea just kept get-
ting bigger,” snid Steve
Weikal, director of Oakland

the festival will stop evolv-
‘ing long encugh to spot-
tight 130 artists from
around the U.S., more than.

sidered as the long-sought
catalyst to transform down-
town Pontiac, said Chuck
Uzelac, president of the
Pontiac Downtown Busi-
ness Association.

“In the short-term, it's a

opened a downtown gallery

two years ngo. .
“Qur downtown is o

microcosm of the festival,”.

30 local restaurants, and he said, “We have a great
nearly 60 local and nation- | downtown. We're not trying
al musical {:cm. " to build one.”

The much-anticipate
celebration is widely can- '90s-style fest

Essentinlly, “Arts, Beata
& Eats” is the definitive
*0s-style festival — eclectic
in taste and driven from
the grassroots.

“We've taken a broad

years ahead.

“This will not look like
any other festival, Each
component of the festival
can stand alone,” said Witz,
former event producer for
Clukland in downtown
Detroit.

“Pcople need to see Ponti-
ac as a destination point.”

About 50,000 people per
day are expected for the
four-day festival, snid Witz.

‘The key measure of suc-
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Students jam
with pros
at Montreux

By DOUG JOHNSON
STAFY WITER

Education has always been a compo-
nent of the Ford Mantreux Detroit Jazz
Festival taking place Friday-Monday,
Sept. 4-7, at Hart Plaza, Detroit.

In nddition to performing, college
and high schoo! jazz musicians spend
time with professional musicians. Matt
Michaels of Southfield, dircctor of Jazz
Studies and an associate professor.at
Wayne State University, said high
school and college students “love-to
share the stage with professionals.” Ho
tompares it to athletics, Any student of
golf would love to play on the pro tour.
Samo with musicians — they love to
jam with the pros,

Educational programs include per-
formances by the high schools and col
lege bands, seven workshops on jazz
improvisation at the Pepsi Jam Acade-
my and a chance for students to mect
and talk to performers.

Meet the Artist

“Mcet the Artist” sessions involve
singer Dennis Rowland, Detroit bop
veterans Louis Hayes and Curtis
Fuller, and the grandson of Duke
Ellington, Paul, current leader of the
Duke Ellington Orchestra.

“Juzz is just a_great, training ground
for any type of music carcer,” said
Michaels. “You are really playing con-
temporary music ... today’s music.”

Most of the WSU jazz cnsemble stu-
dents “come from the suburbs™ accord-
ing to Michacls who plays with a quar-
tet every Thursdoy at Botsford Inn in
Farmington Hills,

Michacls'18-piece jazz band will play
for one hour on the Main Stage on
Labor Day. He plans an using a lot of
student versions of jazz pieces in the
show. “Mony of the arrangements are
very good,” he said.

Juck Pierson, retired Dearborn Pub-.
lic Schools teacher and resident -of
Livonia until recently, emphnsizes that
the students not only get the opportu-
nity to play to an nudience, but also ta
participate in the clinics and “talk to
the artist” sessions.

Pierson iy executive sceretary to the
Michigan Scheol Band and Orchestra
Associntion, and takes pride in the
high school and college participation at
Montreux.

“The ‘meet the artists' sessions are
especially important, They give the
students a chance to meet with the

vision of what rep
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* | gultarists Seon Blackman and John Amold (fatin,

What: "Ar1s, Boots & Ents,”

featuring 120 fing ortists, 35
tocn) restourants and 65 focsl
and national musica) acts,
‘Whon: Labor Day Weekend,
Fridsy-Monday, Sept. 4.7 -
Whors; Dawntown Pontlag,
atang Saginaw Street
Admlsslon: Free, coll {248}
584-4177, or arisbeat-
seats.com on tho web for
more information.

Proceeds benefit Lighthouse of
Oakland County, Pontiac Res-
cue Mission, Dittrich Founda-
tlon, Fonclub Foundatlon for
the Arts, Ralnbow Connection,
Boys and Gitls Club of N. Gak-
land County, Haven, and
Chryster Oakland Arts Fund.

Grassroots eclecticlsm: The first annu
130 fine artists from around the country. The show features a range of
media and styles, including Jack Brumbaugh's drawings and Jeanne

Nash'’s fiber works..

al “Arts, Beats & Eats” features

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

Seglindn Pritchard looks forward to
Art on the Green every Labor Doy as o
way of ¥ ing with the i
ty. Hosted by the Franklin Arta Coun-

Art on the Green

What: Tho Frankiin Arts Councll's 18th annual
vt falr foaturing 78 ortists and live antortaln-
ment by one-man band Rennle Kautfmann and

ok, blues). Proceads banofit Vary Spoclal Arls
Michigan, Birminghom Groves High School art
programs, and childron's art activitles for
Franklin's “Hoily Day” In December.

When: 10 a.m. to § p.m. Mondny, Sept. 7.
Admission I8 ree,

‘Whera: Frankfin Villnge Green, (wost of Franklia
Road between 13 and 14 Milo Roads}, For (nfor-
mstlon, coll {248} 8445832, ext, 449.

Local artlats exhibiting: Carola Bechorst, eloy,
Elenn Arnooutova, palnting, Emi \Yatts, Japanaso
brushpalnting, ond Sue Waiton, fiber, Bloomfleld
Hile: R.E. Safay, Troy; Marcy and Michacl Fold-
man, and Nina Monn, Southfisld; Chury! Glenson,
Franklin; Marcin Hovland, Roya) Onk: Susbn
Papazian Cobb, fiber, Borbara Abel, photography,
Bruce Migdall, pastels and Kalhy Philtips, water:
color, Wost Blcomfield; Colia Block, Fotmington;
David Tynuall, painting, Boverly Hitls; Cynthla
Fiost, mised medin, Waterford, and Sara Hicks,
foor canvases, Pontiae,

B e

pr I3, ask them about the life
of a musician, how they got started.”
The improv sessiens also play a valu-
able role,

“It used to be kids could learn at
improv sessions...they are just not as
available as they once were,” said Pier-
son. “At ours . they can exchange ideas
with other students.”

The seven clinic/workshops/improv
gessions are scheduled either right
before or right after the high school
bands to facilitate student participa-
tion. .

Big band

Piorson added that band directors
feel the clinics are “very beneficial” to
the students. Directors also get to sce
and hear the Jatest at the festival, |
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cil, the 18th annual arts and crafts
show featurcs 78 painters, sculptors,
photographers and clay, glass, fiber,
and wood artists.

“Art on the Green is n day of reunion
in the community a8 people come back
from wherever their summor has taken
them,” snid Pritchard, a former chair-
man, “Art on the Green cclebrates art
and life. Tt's a day for community nnd
to pick up something beautiful for the
home.”

Art on the Green chairwoman Peggy
Kerr {8 proud that show proceeds ben-
efit community programs auch as the
Very Specinl Arts Michigan touring art
exhibit, In the past, the arts council
hos ueed show profita to help support
Michignn Opera Thentre programa for
children, and to bring the Birmingham
Bloomficld Symphony Orchestra into
Pontinc Scheols,

Thia year's recipients of booth fces
will be Very Special Arts Michigan,
Birmingham Groves High School art
programs, and children's art activities
for Franklin's “Holly Day" in December,

“There’s no charge to get in, but
artist fees help fund community art

aws community

T
.

programs,” said Kerr, Franklin Arts
Council president. “Very Special Arta
provides arts programs for children
and adults with disabilities. As an
added attraction we'll have a tent full
of art by these children and adults”
“The money makes a difference in a
small kind of wny,” added Pritchard.
For George Landino's students at

together

Seslng stars: George Landino
will create whimsical folk art,
including these popular kiss-
ing figures. :

Birmingham Graves High School, the
money made n big difference.

“If it waan’t for the arts council giv-
ing us money we woulda't have been
able to award scholarships to outstand-

.ing students,” said Landino. “They gave

us money for years. It was because of
the arts council, the art programs at
Birminghom Groves have lourished.” s

At Art on the Green Landine will
exhibit the whimsical woed folk sculp-
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Gold and sliver: Charlotte
Quinn designs contemporary
fine jewelry on the cutting edge.




