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Valerie Yova
shifts into a
higher gear

when Valerie Yova talks, she's hold-
ing back. Not emotionally, but
vocally, .

Her voice shifts gears. Thero's &
slow, even modulation. A lighter, high.
er-pitched expression, Then, of course,
there's aural nirvana. '

That’s when she rides a deep breath
and pushes n sound from her lungs
through her lips
that must be
tho exnct tono
of angels a8

E t doesn't take long to realize that

fic to the pearly
gates, -
Singing, for
the operatic-
trained Yova,
jsn’t o purauit
for profit or
acclaim. It's
been a calling
sinco she was 4.
“I sing
because [have
‘We take so
much from the
world. This is my way of giving some-
thing back. For me, it's a apiritual
issue”

Over the lnst 15 years, Yova has
lenrned what a person does when
time, fate and desire intersect. She's
stood at the proverbial crossrond
whero timo engaged in making ort is

- replaced with time spent thinking
sbout art and planning performances
for other artists.

The lesson learned well, Yova is
moving on, Getting back to her apiri-
tual roots. Shifting into a higher gear.

Practical realities

Since winning the prestigious Mot~
ropolitan Opera Auditions, in her last
year as a grad student at New Eng-
1and Conservatory, Yova's spirit hasn’t
flown a8 much os she would've liked.

Practical realities dictated that she
pursue jobs outside of singing.

In the late 19808 Yova tmmid Jwith

opera comy
the Pittsburgh Opera Company,
whero she performed the Countess in
“Marringe of Fiagaro."

Feeling a bit burned out, she moved
from her home in Akron, Ohio, and
took a job ns music director at St.
George Romanian Orthodox Cathe-
dral in Southfield. -

At the time, she was also audition-
ing for singing roles. An audition
before Fedorn Horowitz, founder of
the Lyric Chamber Ensemble, proved
espeeiatly fateful.

Shortly after winning the audition,

. ghe was asked to join the Lyric's
administrative staff. That was eight
years ago.

Sineo then, Yova han handled the
myrind administrative chores of oper-
ating o nonprofit on a shoestring bud-
get and a perfectionist sensibility.

“Now that I'vo beon on tho ‘other
side’ - hiring - I know how important
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Venerahle
volce: Valerie
Yova has
reemerged as
one of the top
voice-talents in
the region.

WHAT: 101h Annlversasy Concert Cele-
bration, presented by the Vordi Opera The-
atro of Michigan
FEATURING: Valorio Yovo, s0prano;
Jock Mortis, tenor; Jon Rog, soprano; Dino
Valte, basitona
WHEN: 4 p.m, Sunday, Sept. 20 -
WRERE: Rtallan-Amesican Club of uﬁ-
nla, 39200 Flve Mile Rond, Livonla;
|(734) 5920346
Lyrle Chamber Ensemblo’a
41098-99 Soason
R “Tango Fes1,” Gem Thaoter, Sunday,
Sept. 27
® Aloxander Zorjlc, Gom Theotre, Sunday,
Oct. 25

1 Socred Scenos from Opora,” Sunday,
Doc. 13

&1 Volontine’s Day Concort, Hammal Musle
In Bloomfietd Hilla, Sunday, Fab. 14 .

B Plono Fostlval, Orcheatra Hall, Sunday,
Moreh 7 .

B *Fronch Solon,” fenturing St. Clair Trlo
ond sopeano Valorle Yova, Homma)
Muslc, Sunday, Apit 25 -
Full-soasen subscription: $100, call

they direct traf- -

{248) 3571111
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f you're thinking about
. calling two of this sea-
son’s early fall art fairs
“quaint,” just o fow
. words of homespun
advice: Forget about.it.
Neither the elegant “Art in tho
Park” in downtown Birmingham
nor the aprawling “Art & Apples”
in Rochester — both ranked
among the top 20 art shows in
tho country by Sunshine Artist
magazino — could be conaidered
as weekond folly or a mere stroll

through the park,

Both art feativals will be held 33
Saturday-Sunday, Sept, 12-13.

Arguably, “Art in the Park”
and "Art & Apples” offer insight
into how art festivals can bring
togethor a community and railso
funds for loeal nonprofit organi-

zotions.
The 33rd annual “Art &
Apples” is the singlo largest

Easlier this year, however, the
irmingham City C i

‘ovent in tho Rochester avea, with  held up Common Ground's per-

most proceeds going to the orga-
nizing agency, Paint Creek Con-

ter for tho Arta.

mit to hold the art fair in Shain
Park, Reportedly, the commia-
sion yiolded when Common

Meanwhile, thia year, monty  Ground agreed to share part of

raised during “Art in the Park”
will be shared among several
Birmingham-based nonprofits

the funds raised with local non-
profita.
Yot another atrango case, per-

and Common Ground, o county- hapa, of politi o) ith art.
wide service organization that aps, of politica mixing with a

provides crisis intervention, drug
cducation and victims assistance

programs.

Rite of passage
. Over three decades, these two
art-for-the-masses festivals -

Until this year, Common always held on the weckend
Ground, which has organized after Labor Day — have become

“Art in the Park™ for.the last 27...s0 widely anticipated-that-orga-— kA8

years, used funds generated at nizers proudly claim a role for

the art fair to cover costs to oper-

ate its crisis line,

their respective ovents in the
annual rite of pnsaage into fall.

_ “There's a feeling that people
just expect (Art in the Park’),”
said Nancy Clark of Bloomficld
Hills, chair of the event, which
fills Shain Park ond adjoining
streots with 170 artists booths,
live entertainment and food ven-

ors. .

“We're considered a kick-off to
full, a celebration of the closing
of summer and the beginning of
autumn,”

Several miles away in
Rochester;, where “Art & Apples™
began in the mid-1960s as & way
to promote the season of appler
picking, cider-making and pie-
baking, the “rite of passage” has
become a full-fledge tradition for
Oakland County residents.

Earthy: The unglazed, col-
ored porcelain figures by
Carolyn Dulin of
Rochester are featured in
“Art & Apples,” held in
‘Rochester Municipal Park.  This year, “Art & Apples” has
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Shortly after President Clinton
‘ordered the bombing of a terrorist camp
and a chemical plant in respanse to tho
U.S, Embnssy bombings inAfrica, the
comparisons to *Wag the Dog” were
immedinte, and, perhaps, incvitable,

It's not just conspiracy nuts who find
connections between reality and make-
believe of the ailver sernen.

For meny Americans, movics are an
cacapist delight, and a meana to inter-
pret history. Or with “Primnry Colors,”
“Wag tho Dog," and “The American Prea-
ident,” some might argue, also a Holly-
wood backdrop for current eventa.

Noted film critic Gene Siskol has a
simple warning: "You can over-interpret
movies.”

Yot convorsely, argues Siskal, some

movies need to be taken to tnsk and
challenged for perf i implisti

But that may change to
include residents of Wayne
County.

In recent years, more than 80
percent of the upwards of
100,000-person two-day crowd
has come from the county.
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FALL ART FESTIVALS

 COLORFUL SIGNS OF THE SEASON
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Into autumn: An interna-
tional list of 170 artists
will help kick off the
beginning of fall at “Art in
the Park.” Featured artists
include Laura Strowe
(top), William Munoz, and
Bruce Migdal of West
Bloomfield.

tried to appeal to out-county res-
idents, although it isn't clear
exactly where they would fit in
the alrendy packed Rochester
Municipal Park, -

*It just keeps getting bigger
and more sophisticated,™ said
Snlly of Roch first-

Mark your calendar

o Art o5 the Groon, Franklin, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m, Morday, Sept. 7.
on tho Franklin Vlllage Green,
(west of Frankiin Road between
13 ond 14 Mile Roads). Admls-
slon fres, (248} 644.5832, Ext.
449 - The 18th annua! art falr
footures 78 ortists and live
entertainment by one-man bond
Rennio Kauffmann and gultarists
Sean Blackman and John Arnotd
{Iatin, folk, blues). Proceeds ben- B
ofit Very Speclal Arts Michigan,
Birmingham Groves High School
art programs, and children's art .-
actlvitles for Frankiin's "Holly
Doy” in December,

B At In the Park, Birmingham,
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Seturday, Sept.
12, untll 5 p.m. Sunday, Sept.
13, Sheln Park, (north of Merrlli,
east of Bates St.), downtown
BIrmingham, Admlission frea,
(248) 456-8150 ~The 24th annu-
al falr Includes 170 ortists, chil-
dren’s art activitles based on
~Senscapa® theme, live muslc,
ond 80 exhibit of artwork by stu-
dents with disabilitles from the
Konnedy Center, benefits Com-
mon Ground.:

12, untll 5 p.m, Sunday,

13, Rochester Municipal Park,
(north of University/Watton,
between Main Street snd Lud-
low}, downtown Rochester.
Admisslon $3, senlors/children
under 12 freo, Free shuttle ser-
vice from Rochester High Schoal,
University and tivernols, and

. Sanyo International Machine Cor-
potatlon, Rochoster Road ot
Avon, {248} 651-4110 -Founded
33 years pgo, the festival, pre-
sented by Paint Creek Center for
the Arts, spotlights 100 artists,
live entertalnment, and chit-
dren's art ocllvities.

| Piymouth Community Arts
Council's Artlsts ond Craftsmen
Show, 10 a.m. to & p.m. Satur-
day-Sunday, Sept. 12-13 at Cen-
trat Middle School, Mala St, at
Church St., Plymouth. Admission
$2 adults, $1 seniors/students,
(734) 416-4ART ~ Celebrating Its
27th year, the Indoor stiow {ea-
tures nearly 100 artists and
craftsmen. Proceeds fund arts
councll programs In the commu-
nity.

W A Painter's Potpourr, 1 .m.
to 8 p.m, Friday, Sept. 11, and
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 12, Plymouth Cultural Cen-
ter, 525 Farmer. Admission. $1,
(313) 386-9727 - An exhibit of

year special events coordinator
at Paint Creck.

bers af the Vlllage Painters. High-
lights include 2 Tea Room serv-

palating by 30 mem-

“From year to year, we have | jng home-baked goods, and a raf- :
the basics in place,” snigl Matt- | fe festuring a large, hand-paint- !
son, who began planning the ed trunk,
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T SPIEALLY

Siskel’s speech to examine stereotypes in film

WHAT: “How
Jovis are Por-
trayed In Movios
Today,” 0 speach
by Gena Siskel,
film and tetevi-
slon eritlc of Trl-
bune Media Ser-
vices, and
*Slskel & Eborl™
SPONSOR:
Grenter Detrolt .
Chopter of Hadassah
WHEN: 1 p.m, Tuosday, Sopt. 15
WHERE: Temple Isinel, 5725 Walnul
Loke Road, Wost Bloomfield

COST: $25 for spoech; $36 for luncheon
and speech, Luncheon beglns 11:30 a.m.,
call (248) 883-5050

several plea of pejorati For many aren't more difficult than o
images of Jows in recent as glowing recommendation. -
well as older movies. Amarlcans, “It's puyback time for waat-
The luncheon and speech is movies are  ing two houra of my time,”
apnnn_ored by the Greater an escapist said Siskel. i \
Duioit Chapter ol ooy dollght, and 0 o et wath. Typieal
prnmlcu:llwnlth education and 8 MOans to Iy.hhr dnu{n'lilwnn.ﬁlt: know
ial ndvocacy. : what movie he will be pre-
Bngitﬂmlvhnu:y,dcvalup_cd an m:;l:;et viewing so he doesn’t ]?nvu
unprecedented following in * any preconceptiona about the

his 30 years as a film critic for
T;i:u“ Medin Services and “Siskel &
)

A simple thumbs up or down is
enough to give a film a box office booat,
or send it directly to video purgatory.

In tho last three decades, Siskel's
commentary hn)uxol’l'erod a common

in films. His speech, “How Jows are Por-
trayed in ‘Mqviea Todny,” draws an omi-

ar atercotypical characters.
Next Tuesday, Siskel will examine
how Jows have been unfairly presented

\

nous

“How are Jews portrayed? The head-
line is ‘Not very well.™

To prove his point, Sigkel will present

y

man's und; of tha entertain-
ing and compelling aspects of movies.
“It cames down to this: If I friend asks
mae if he or sha should go sce the film
would I say, Yes' or ‘No.™
Negativo roviews — as anyone knows
who hns watched “Sisket & Ebert” -

¥

film, .
. “Roger and I are just two guys who
love films,” said Siskel. “After seeing &
film liko ‘Fargo’ it gives me so much joy
that I can sit through 2-3 months of bad
films.” .
Tronically, as a self-described reporter
who covera the movie beat, Siskel is
quick to rail against the medin for hyp-
ing box-office blockbusters, rather than
recognizing quality Glms. .
“(Box office) lista aro too ensy of n way
to categorize mavies,” he snid, *T wish
poople would sce & movie becauso it's
good, not because it's populnr” o




