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Cocoa suds: Chocolate bar
- soaps from Lori Karbal et al
in Birmingham.

We've got the
dish on soap

ost people don't use soap
when they shower or wash
their hands.

So says Sandy Comenu of
Berkley. Known as the "Soap Lady"
and "the Soap Guru,”
Comenu owns 2
home-based soap-
making company
called Earthly
Delights (her prod-
ucts are available at
several Oakland
County stores and in
cight bed and break-
fasts in southern
Michigan -- a real
fent considering she
just started her busi-
ness in February).
She also teaches
soap making classea at tho Birming-
ham Community House and in her
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home.

In short, she knows o lot about
soap. And what most people have in
their bathrooms is not soap, but
detergent, she claims. Soap occurs
when you mix o caustic agent, like
lye, with animal or vegetable oil.
When you substitute petroleum for
the fat or oil, chemically, you get a
detergent instead of soap, she said.

*During World War II, when animal
fats were hard to como by, mast com-
mercial (sonp) manufacturers started
using petroleum in their products
and never went back,” Comeau said,

1, for one, like the soap ~ er~ body
detergent that I buy at the store. It
smells nice and gets the job done. But
Comeau belioves that pure soap is
better for the skin than detergent.
Your skin will feel great when it is
no longer a haven for all the chemi-
cals found in o commercial saap,” she
snys in her company's brochure. Soap
also lathers better and is creamier
than detergent, because it contnins
more glycorin, she says, Instend of
animal fat, she uses coconut, palm
and olive oils to make her soaps. The
caustic agent she usea is lye -- the
same thing "Granny" used to mako
so’nlg on "Tho Beverly Hillbillies.”

keep her soaps ail-natural, she
colors and seents them with herbs,
spices, flowers and casential oils. And
to be different, she wraps them in
pretty fabric inatead of paper.

Hor sonp "flavers” include: almond
crumb cake, lemon creme, rosemary

and dill, chamomile lavender, laven- -

der blosaom, peppermint, rain forrest,
oatmenl, rose petal, chocolato
mousse, jasmine nights, ginger and
coffee (which is supposed to be great
for removing odors like garlic). Prices
are $3.60 for a 3.6-ounce bar and $2
for a 1.75-ounce bar. Earthly
Delights sonp ia available at Betty's
Grocery Store in Birmingham, Jas-
mine Bath and Gift Shop in Ferndale,
Healthsatylea in Royal Oak, South-
field Family Saunn & Tub in South-
field, the Royal Onk Farmera Market,
and by mail order. For more informa-
tion, cull Comenu at (248) 398-4773.

Speaking of soap, the Lori Karbal
ot al boutique in Birmingham
received a fun new line of food-
inspired bath products about six
weeka ago and it's been selling like
hot cakes. Made by G-Star in Aus-
tralia, some of the products include: a
bar of sonp that locks and amolls just
1ike n chocolate candy bay, atrawberry
jom bath gol, a toast-shaped loofah
‘and henoysuckle sonp in the shape of
& stick of buttor. Pricos range from $6
to $10.50. For moro information, call
(248) 268-1959.

Another place to find fun and
unusual bath products ia at Natural-
ly in downtown Plymouth. The
store's biggest acller is its "Sonp by
the Shee,” sald owner Susan MacGo-
nigal (tho soap kind of looks like
beautiful loaves of Jollo with fruit
cocktail suspended inside; the cost la
$6.95 por onc-inch slico, and the moat
popular "flavors” are orango can-
taloupe and stained glass, MacGoni-
gol said), For more information, call
(734) 463-9491.

Linens and lace: Bischoff’s “Royal
Lily” Swiss lace bedding collection
from Cristions in Birmingham.

New shops offer inside advantage

BY LINDA BACIRACK
Eprronr

. :
f you've over been to Santa Fe, your memo-
ries of the landscape are colored in vivid hues
of turquoise, sky blue, terra cotta and shades

of gold 08 intense s the Southwest sun. .

Eilen and Sue Rontal recreate the desort ambi-
ence in their now Mosa Arts gallery in Birming-
ham, The Maple Road space, scheduled to open
next week, featurcs painted tin ceilings, en arched
entryway, sand-colored painted plywood floors and
soaring ceilings accented, fittingly, in ochre and
adobe, the perfect gatting for an evolving collection
of Southwest and Native American art and furni-
ture, a8 well 08 contemporary handeraRed pieces
from across the country.

“Wo have surrounded oursclves with the things
we love,” says co-owner Sue Rontal, The women's
venturs began in Franklin 11 years aga with a

shi] of pain i from Taos, 1!

of New Mexican art that Sue and her husband had
collected for years, Close fricnds and sisters-in-law,
Ellen ond Sue were convinced that the Detroit
area should be introduced to Southwest decor, 80
they rambled down dusty dirt roads and onto
reservations in New Mexico on o quest to bring
home the best of the Weat. Their Franklin gallery,
spawned an aren-wide interest in Folk Art and sil-
ver jewelry that endures today.

atop a handmade cabinet filled with South
west pottery. All from Mesa Arts in Birm-
ingham.

The shop also carries an array of gift items,
fncluding hand tooled leather address books,
muge, bookmarks, lctter opencrs and pens.

wThere's something for everyone,” say the duo
wha, like sisters, finish each other's thoughts and
sharo ench ather's appreciation for fine arts and
crafts.

Mesa Arts, 135 E. Maple, Birmingham.

When you're in earch of the perfect down pillow
and you come up empty-handed, what's there to do
but open your own bedding accessories boutique?
Such was the inspiration behind Cristions, the
newly opened fine linens ghop in downtown Birm-

lnﬂmm.

anager Kathy Thornton relays the “pillow

talk” while showing off the

Tincns that spill from cupboards and swaddle beds

insido the restful dove gruy-é)nlr:tcd ghop, ‘The cat-
t t, a fi

tons here are no less than 300 act
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Artful blend: A contemporary glass plate sits

" Painted sap buck
F g I

and an antique pie safe ﬁfl, Home's
- garden room,

Picture a senside cottage, an Up North retreat or
a casually sophisticated downtown bungalow.

heso abodes conjure images of well-worn
antigues mixed with whits linens, colorful ceram-
ics, painted furniture and buckets of fresh flowers.
That's just the sort of eclectic and charming decor
you'll find inside Home, the new furnishing and
gift emporium in downtown Royal Oak.

Home is the brainchild of family mombors
Joanne Pintar, Julie Ann Browstor and Rondg |
Jemison of Royal Onk, “Wo always wanted our own
Btore and we decided to open a shop filled with the'
stuff we love,” says Joanne, The Royal Oak locatici™;
was o given, as the clan has lived in town for the.
past 76 years. R

“The trio's tag sale savvy is evident in the shoplgs,,.
cozy collection of farm tables, painted benchey,,,,,

‘\f'in‘dam: chairs, vintzge mantels and ple safeg,

easily catablished by careful caress, You'll find Ani.
chini Italinn ehects and coverlets in their original
matelagse pattern as well as tapestry prints and
other custom-order designs.
Delicate hematitching disti Bellino

1ok

they know their way around a flea mary |
ket. “When we seo it, we know," says Jonnne, “Wa™
liko to mix styles, generations and cras.”

All of their scavenged finds plus an array of
mgfwdqcﬁnlm and slip-covered furniture and somv—]

linens, and Swiss lace is the hallmark of Bischoff,
whoso boudoir pillows carry a $300 prico tag.
Exclusive to the store is the Ludovica line of
embroidered linens with which you can customize
your entire bed rom upholstered headbonrd
%}3 bedskirt, I Irish linen is your preference, chooso

In the new Mesa Arts rt-glass plates
and Mission-style lamps share space with Hopi

Indian ceremonial masks, figure paintings by

Native American medicine men and primitive
whirligigs. You'll find contemporary ceramics,
quilts, porcelains and hand-wrought jewelry.

The furniture, all made by hand, is imbued with
a mix of cultu\"ol trnditiolls. indcluding Native
Amori M ish on Tio nvi

You can personalize it to fit your own dcnigxi
tastes. “The pieces are so sophisticated they com-
plement every decor,” says Ellen.

Comfy cozy: A family room vignette at
Home in Royal Oak. -

horn sheets and cases, .

“I'ha shop alsa carries linen and cotton hand tow-
cls, Aromatherapy of Rome candles, reasonably
priced down products, Christy Egyptian cotton
towels and chenille and cashmere throws.

Don’t miss the exquisite baby bedding and chris-
tening gowns. Liz Wain creates whimsical hand-
painted children’s linens and Nay-Et-Al designs
more formal washable silk crib dressings. Anichini
bibs and cashmere baby blankets round out the
layette lair

Cristions, 216 N. Old Woodward, Birmingham.

itallan textiles: Elegant Anichini linens
dress a bed a Cristions in Birmingham.

ies, are bined in room

vignettes within tho store. i

The French entrance parlor, for example,
enchants with black and whita striped wallpaper,
framed tulip photographs and a black painted set-
tle. In tho garden room, find French country sap
buckets painted in the colors of Provence. An
armoire, vintage green chest and Victorian patch.
wark pillows add charm to the den, while a huge
erackle-finish farm table takes center stage in the
dining room. Kitchen cupboards hold vintage:
restaurant ware and an iron cottage bed defines
tho boudoir, Just liko home, the space is in con~
stant flux. . ! -

“That's what makes it fun,” smiles Julie Ann.
“It's an ever-changing environment. We get to.
redecorate every day” L

Home, 414 S. Washington, Royu! Oak.
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Eclectlc Interlors: Mesa Arts has a mix
of original furniture and accessories.

News of special cvents for shoppers is included
in this calendar. Send information to: Malls & Main-
atreets, /o Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 805
East Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009; or fax (248)
644-1314. Deadlinc: Wednesday & p.m. for publica-
tion on Sunday.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 10
REV 'N READ '
Thoe Goneral Motors Women's Club of Dotroit pro-
sonta a “Book Fair” at Livonin Mall to bonefit the
Muake-A-Wish Foundation, The books are from
“Books Aro Fun,” and tho prices aro discounted from
40-70 percont bolow retall. Tho snlo continues -
through Sept. 12 during mall hours. Livonia Mall,
Seven Milo and Middlebelt ronds.
QUTTA SIGHT .
Solima, Scho's hip new spoctaclo deaigner, exhibita
her optical fashions at Shades in Birmingham, from
6-9 p.. Sce tho hottest Fronch frames to hit the eyo
;‘cuno in 20 yoars. Shades, 205 E. Maple, Birming- -

am.

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

SATURDAY, SEPT. 12

clothing as acen in Delin's, Girlfriends, Just Nikk
and Moxicgirl catalogs. The first 25 people to pur:
chase back-to-school wear at Teen Explosi il

receive a gift certificate. Livonia Mall, Seven Mile,
nand Middlebelt roads.

WELL ENGINEERED

TROPICAL TREAT

The Living Science Foundation presents “Rainfor-
¢st" at Livonia Mall, Shows are every hour from 12
9 p.m. at the stage near Crowley's. Meat and touch

itor lizard; Greystoke, the African gray parrot and
many other rainfarest creatures, Livenia Mall,
8oven Mile and Middlchelt roada. .

SUNDAY, SEPT. 13
€00t CLOTHES .
Teen Explosion presents a “Back to Skool Dayz” |
Fashion Show Extravaganza ot Livonin Mall, 2 pm.
on the stage near Crowley's, The show features teen

Monty, the Burmeso python; Dali, the Snlvader mon-
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The Plymouth “Model Railrond & Toy Train Show".
roturns to the Plymouth Cultural Center during .
“Fall Festival.” Show hours are 11 n.m.-6 p.m.
Admission is $4; ages 4-12 $1. Dealors and collectors
will sell new, used, antique and collectible model
railrond and toy train supplies. The Plymouth Fall
Festival runs Sept, 11-13, 526 Farmer St,, Plymonth.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 17 . v
A LA MODE ) Y
Snka Fifth Avenue and Méde magazine prescat tho
fall 1898 collection for sizes 14-24, featuring Michele
Weston, fashion nnd stylo director for Mode, 8:30 ,
p.m. Call (248) 614-3323 for more information, Sitks
Fifth Avenue, Somersct Collection, Troy. .
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