The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1998

(‘lRownsr)A.B

State Capitol capaules:

Slam ‘slamming’
Telephone companics are
srising Gov. Engler for sign-
30y a bill by Sen. Mike Rogers,
R-Brighton, putting tougher

!

'-GQ,V. Engl_er
slams phone
slamming

“Contrary to plaintiff's argu-
ment,” said the Court of
Appeals, “we find that plain-
tiffs oge discrimination claim
related to his employment and
existed nt tho time of his ter-
mination, despita the fact that
he did not discover his claim
until after ﬁlte :elem was exe-

Tho court also said the
Supreme Court “recognized

ponalties on “alamming.*
*81 ing” i the i cuted (si
of switching a customer’s local,
:{=iBort-haul long distance, or.
3 idor without the harak

il P

;_'.h_o‘cushmel's knowledge. The
~new law allows the Michigan
~Fablic*Sorvico C: to

) of the tender-.
back rule, but found it neces-
lm;ly to preserve tho stability
and

“enalize companies up to
820,000 for a firet offense and
§7%40,000 for a second offense,
‘ferip related law will require
=that the customer must give
~permission, orally or in writ-
-{=10%, 10 switch carriers. )

" The Michigan Competitive
Tolecommunications Providers .
Assoclation praised the legis-
Iation, saying, *“This now law
provides much stronger safo-
.guards against a practice that
»:&yyg on the trust of our cus-
e ‘_Emm.'_ .

2-party tougk

ity of release agree-
ments.”

So becauso Hannum failed
to tender back tho sottlement,
the circuit judge properly dis-
missed his claim, The appel-
1nto panel included Janet Neff,
Peter 0'Connell and Robert
Young Jr.

Source: ' Hennum v,
Ameritech, CA 199910, decided’
July 31,'1998. - R
Visits restricted

.A state Court of Appeals

panel upheld the right of the
Michigan Department of Cor-

. .Both parties hniled a new .
liw implementing “truth in
*{>gentencing.” It requires no
'gﬁnlrolo or community service
plocement for felony offenders
.until their entire minimum
~iintence is served. )
[=Instcad of “good time" cred-
its being considered by the
parale board, only disciplinary
or “bad time" credita will be
- considered.
— John Engler said a8 ho
ed the mensure, “Now the

tons to restrict visitors t

County officials question cultural tax

BY PAT MURPHY
BTAF? WRITER

Taxes from Oakliand County ’
" could be dedicated to supporting

tho arts and cultural activities

as proposed by State Senator |
Michaol Bouchard of Bi

- ham.

But .not without conditions,
acecording to John P. McCulloch,
chair of tho Oakland County
Board of Commissioners. *I don't
know anybody who isn't willing
to support the arts,” said the
Royal Oak Republican. “But we
want somo_guarantees —. such
as aceountability.”

Commissioner John P.
Garfield, R-Rochester Hills, is
more adamant. At Thursday's
regular meoting of the county
board, he drafted a resolution
calling for him and his col-
leagues to oppose Bouchard'a bill
a8 it's written.

That resolution was not intro-
diteed, in part because McCul-
loch conferred with Garfield. But
the resolution is an indication of

Y KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAY? WRITER
-Dan Dirks believes you can’t

* have job growth unloss workers

can get to those jobs.
That’s why the new general
f the Suburban Mobi

il

0
women's prison i The
women's suit had been dis.
missed by Wayne Circuit
Judge Dinne Hathaway, who
was upheld by the appellate
panol. .

DOC director Kennecth
McGinnis in 1995 issued a
new visitation policy limiting
visitors to the inmate's imme-
diate family and 10 other peo-
ple. A person under 18 was not
allowed on the list unless the
person i a child, stepchild or
grandchild of the inmate.

=t
gth of sent will be
rmined not by a ealculator
I=3mt by a calendar - fivo years
. ﬂtﬂvg years, 10 years is:10 .

Rep. A.T. Frank, D-Sagi-
w, snid the bill he sp d*

Former prisoners may not
e on the list unless they are

immediate family members. ;.-

“In a soparate suit, & federal
court held there were no viola-
tions of" “righta.

ensures peace of mind for
‘&ime victims and local com-
munities.” Tho law will apply
to all violent feloniea begin-
ning Dec. 16, 1898, and will be
ded to all felonics Dec.

That persunded Judge Hath-
away to roject the inmates’
claims of violation of state civil
rights laws.

The Court of Appeals panel

15, 2000.

Ameritech wins
Ameritech won an sge dis-
crimination case when the
Court of Appeals upheld a
Wayne Circuit Court order
dismissing tho suit.
~=Edward Hannum worked for
~the tolephone company from
73970 until he waa termioated

fuded Hilda Gage, former
Onkland circuit judge; Mau-
reen Pulte Reilly and Kath-
leen Jansen. They held that
“theso regulations reasonably
relate to prison ndminixtmtlox:

Ol
ity Authority for Regionn! Trans-
portation wanta to expand tho
SMART bus system to include

_the Great Lakes Crossings in

Auburn Hills to Laurol Park
Place in Livonta.

Dirks, 47, was named
SMART's general manager Aug.
27 by SMART’s board of direc-
tors. B .

“With the whole welfare-to-
work program, people on welfare
have to get a job within two
years,” Dirks said. “Public tran-
it is o big part of them getting
to their jobs.”

Dirks will face the short-term
task of eliminating an approxi-
mate $4 million deficit, which is

‘-expectéd td’be rémoved next

yenr, and continuing to work
with Jocal communities on trans-
portation needs, He will admin-
ister & $70 million budget on the
heels of voter approval in August
of 0.33 milla to fund SMART,
which waa o four-year renewal
for residents many Onkland and
Wayne County communities.
Dirks will replace Richard
Kaufman, whose resignation is
ive Oct. 1, Ki

mixed feclings ono the part of
commiggioners and others.

“1 can think of several places
where that money might be put
to better use,” Garfield said,
“like community mental health.”

Bouchard's bill, Senate Bill
1136, was introduced in May and
has already been approved in the
Senate. It’s currently in the
House of Representative and.

New chief wants to expand

His background

Dirks has run the day-to-day
operations over the past year
since becoming the deputy gen-
eral manager, Bofore that pro-
motion, he was dircetor of plan-
ning and service development.
There he was reaponsible for the
design of SMART services and
acted as the liaison to local com-
munities within the SMART ser-
vice area.

Dirks sctually started as an
intern at SMART in 1974 while
ho was a student at Wayne State
University. Once he received his
degree in political ‘ecience, he’
was hired at SMART aa an oper-
ations planner in 1976 and pro-
moted two years later to public
affairs representative, In 1992,
he became marketing manager.
SMART promoted him to diree-
tor of operations-paratransit ser-
vices in 1984. :

That experience has helped

- forge a philosoghy that the pub-

lic seetor should try using some
of the business logic from the
private sector, “And that is iden-
tify what the customers need
and react to it,” Dirks said.

Studying surveys

Dirks has used information
from surveys from R.L. Polk
such ns the number of bus riders
who use SMART and work at
b along corridors to

finan, of Ply-

and

and don't violate the righta of

cither prisoners or visitors.
Another MDOC rule allows

visits by these persons if

they're not on the spproved

visitors' list: clergy, outreach

i 1993, He ted a sover-
ance package and signed an
ising not to

l'egul paraprofessionals, nnd'

g pr
suo or, if he did, to “tender”
{pay back) the scttlement.
Hannum said he signed under
‘doress and was replaced by a
Jfmuch younger person, though
“ba didn't discover that until

officinl representatives of the

Source: Michelle Bazzelta v.
Department of Corrections,
No. 198107, decided Aug. 4,
1998.
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e

mouth Township and a former
Wayne County circuit judge,
resigned to pursue a private law
practice.

“(Dirks) s hard.-working ond
intelligent, and probably knows
mora about mnss transit than
anyone I know,” Kaufman said.

market SMART. *We would aur-
voy those businesses, invite
them to breakfast and ask them
‘how can we help you? "
Through discussions with offi-
cinls at Technicolor, a Westland
firm, Dirks found that employces
who rode the bus were walking a
mile from Michigan Avenue to
the building in the arca of New-

could be voted upon yet this
year.

* It changes the cxisting
Metropolitan Regional Councils
Act to ennble counties to allocate
tax moncy for the arts and cul.
tural activities. In metro Detroit,
the moriey would provide operat-
ing revenue for the Detroit Insti-
tute of Arts, Cranbrook, the
Detroit Zoo and ather organiza-
tions,

The proposed onc-half mill
would raise $18 million from
Oakland nnnually. The owner of
a $200,000 house would pay
about $50 each year.

McCulloch said his reluctance
and coneern is 2 matter of princi-
ple, not money: “We {the county
board) would provide the money
without a tax hike,” he said. It
would require a voto of the peo-
ple, but not property tex
incrense.

“But we would want some.con-
trols,” ho said, "such as a perfor-
mance audit or some other guar-
antees of accountability.

burgh and Palmer roads.

. “We cxpanded the trip and
found that we could fill the bus
with 25 or 30 persons,” Dirks
said.

Dirks hopes to eventually
dovelop partnerships with the
medical community. *“Wouldn't it
be nice for a senior to call and
make an appointment with their
doctor and have bus nrrange-
ments all taken care of, instead
of the seniors making other trav-
el arrangements?” Dirks nsked,
*That can be a reality within the
next five years.”

‘«[t miakes it easier for a person
who needs a service to get back
and forth.”

Possible merger?

Dirks agreea with the SMART
board’s position on n merger
with the Detroit Department of
Transportation, “A lot needs to
be donc before & merger is dis-
cussed,” said.

SMART has picked up a few
DDOT routes that were discon-
tinued earlier this year, but only
when the riders were there,
SMART officials also hesitate to
pick up routes or other budget
arens where DDOT loses money.

But the two systems are
studying ways to work better
together, Dirks snid. “We are
looking ot ways of connecting the
radio system,” Dirks snid. “They
have one of their (DDOT) stafl
people on the radio selection
committee.”

National trends indicate citics
are moving away from mergers
of transportation systems, Dirks
said. “The trend is to have more
than one suburban mass transit
system. San Francisco has seven
or eight. Chicago has three.

“We have too many important
interests — luw enforcement,
infrastructure improvements,
mass trapsit, community mental
health, ete. — competing for tax
dollars for the county to spend
tax dollars without guarantces,”
he said. .

“Remember, these organiza-
tions are in financia) difficulty
because state funding was cot,”
said McCulloch. “Before we pick
up the slack, we want some
guarantees.” .

Bouchard Friday said he
understands the concerns of
McCulloch and other Oakland
County officials. “We've already
tried fo.nddress them,” he said.
To illustrate, he cited & provision
within his proposal that requires
at least one “yes * vote from each
county for any specific project.

“My bill gives control to indi-
vidual counties like Oakland,” he
said. “It's enabling legislation. If
a covnty wants more controls —
more ncecountability — it can
insist on more controls.”

SMART’S reach:

Dan Dirks N
“A merger for merger'a sake

docsn't work.” But if arens wil
jobs need workers to be trans-

“ported, SMART is always look-

ing to expand, Dirks added.

SMART will be studying ways
to service Ford Motor Co.’s mave
to add or revise bus runs in
Dearborn as the automaker relb-
eates workers from its offices
downtown at the Renaissance
Center to offices in Dearborn,

Dirks reccived special recogni-
tion for the Michigan chapter of
the Paralyzed Veterans of Amer-
ica for his work in recognizing
the needs of the disabled.

As far as Dirks working his
way up the SMART ladder,
Dirks said: “It's really a reflec-
tion on the stafl who care about
public transportation.” .

irks lives in Sterling Heights
with his wife, Nancy. Both his
son and daughter are in college.




