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" Denpito soms notable oxcop-
tions, porsonal protoctions
orders havo been an offective
way of preventing violence, oven
death, nceording to those closs to
the Qakland County clrcuit and
probate courts, .

*“It's hard to tell when a PPO
has provented somebody’s get-

*"ting hurt or even killed,” anid

' Edward Sosnick, chief judge.of
the Oakland Circuit Court, “But

I know-PPOs have prevented
Injuries, even deaths,” .
Probate Judge Barry Grant
put it this way, “When I ses o
woman with bruises on her faca
.. or black eye, I know she necds

- protection. And the PPOs are

vory offective.”
. Sosnick; Grant and others
talked about PPOs recently in
to f . d

about the increasing number.
issued in Oakland and othor
countica. Sinco PPOs were firat
nuthorized in 1894, the number
issucd in Oakland County has
almost tripled — requiring two
full-time people to handla the
influx, Ono is a circuit court
recorda clork, the other is from
tho Women's Survival Center of
Oakland County.

Four years ago, 1,236 PPOs
wero iasued in Oakland; 3,614
were issued in 1897. So far this
year, 1,860 have been issued,
according to Lisa Czye, the
recordors clerk who deals with .

. PPQg full-time, N

Deputy county cle;‘k Q.
Willlam Caddell has advised the
county board of issi

'.jProponentS say pro

aware of the problem.

Caddoll is among those who
rocognizo that-PPOs havo pre-
ventod violence and probably
saved lives. But people some-
times scek PPOs to resolve mat-
ters that should be handled
wnlxt‘}mut court intervention, he
Bl o 1

“If's gotten way out of hand”

circuit’ court administrator
Judith Cunningham said. “PPOs
waore intended to prevent vio-

lence. But they’re not always -

used for that purpose.” .

. Martin Alvin is chiof referce
for the circuit and probate courts
in Oakland County, He supervis-
e8 soven other raferces who

. review PPO applications beforo

making rocommendations to
judges who issue PPOs, or order
alternative measures.

“We get our waird (or
frivolous) cases,” Alvin acknowl-
cdged, “and we always romem-
ber thom, we talk about them.”

In one such case, a farmer
sought & PPO to prevent a neigh-
-bor’a potting his horse,

In another case, the parenta of
a 9.year-old boy sought a PPO
because a 12-year-old neighbor
girl was calling their son names.
*“It was ridiculous,” sald commis-
sioner Frank H. Millard, who
was the attornoy for the 12-year-
old. “We spent an hour in circuit
court on something that should
havo been resolved by the kids
themselves or their parents.”

Millard said he has scen some
divorce cases in which lawyera.
routinely advise their clients —
usually a wife or girlfriend -— to
seek a PPO in order to put the

that administrative costs assocl-
ated with handling PPOs is

spouse or boyfriend on tha defen-
sive. .

— par-
ticularly after the legislature
discontinued tha $10 filling fee
required when seoking a PPO.

He wants commissioners to'be: :

O,

“Some PPOa simply aron't
d,” he eaid.
- In one gruesome casc, & PPO
was warranted — but. ignored.
- Kennoth Willinme didn't let

-8nid,

the PPO 1saued againat him keop '
him from stabbing his ex-wife to -

death in Southfisld, Police said
Williams had the PPO in his pos-
seasion when ho stabbed Marein
Williams to death in February,
1997, as sho frantically sought
help with her cell phone. )
Williams wag subsequently
convicted of premeditated mur-
der and sentoncod to lifo in
prison. The PPO against him
was issued in Wayne, not Oak.
lnn‘d .County. But tho Jeuuon it

Balousck and others ecknowl-
edge there are enough examples
of scemingly frivolous ar trivial
cagses consuming valuable court
resources. But the greater major-
ity of PPOs arc advisable, they
inaist ~ oven necessary perhaps.

Judge Grant remembers one
case in which a home owner filed
for n PPO to keep a noighbor
from continuing to walk on his
grass: “I told them to find a third

party and talk it out,” ho said. 1
haven'’t heard from them since,
so appuarently they resolved
their differences.” -

But some scemingly frivolous
cases could cscalato Into violenco
without court intervention, snid
chief referee Alvin. *Our sacicty
is becoming less and Jess civil,”

tection orders get the job done

pona?”

. Perhaps there should be'a
mechanism for weeding out .
needless requcats for PPOs or
othorwise refining tho process,
said Alvin. The courts would

-much rather people talk their

problems out.
“But tho courts do'n't want peo-
. » Alvi

he said. “And some ot
people won't listen to renson.
What do you do when that hap-

ple resorting to Ivin
emphasized, \
i e /

is

-~ *A PPO won’t atop
who is determined to’inflict
injury,” Grant said. “But it will
sorvo ag o wake up call to a
rational person, It is,a rude
reminder that he (tho vast
mojority of PPOs nre issued
against men) will be held
accountable for his actiona.”

Most of the PPOs issued in
Osakland have been extremoly
offective, according to follow up
studioa done by tho Womon’s
Survival Center. “Most wore
jssued agninst husbands or
boyfriends,” sald spokesperson
Janoe Balousck. Sometimes thoy
might not have realized it is illo-
gal to make haraesing phone
calls or to stalk someona, she

A PPO will bring some people

-to their senses,” said Balousck,

who has often helped distraught
women fill'out the necassary
forms.

The center did a follow up
study of the 979 PPOs issucd in
the last five months of last year,
said Balousek. The results didn't
indicato an undue numbor of
frivolous cases, she insisted.

In 64 porcent of the cases,
PPOs were issued to prevent
domestic violence, Balousek said.
Twonty-one pereent of the orders
dealt with stalking cases, she

. Memaorial honors navy vets
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The U.S. Naval Memorinl offers a highly person-
al waoy to help commemorate important military,
annivorsarics like World War II'd5d the Korea
and Vietnam ware: Enrolling in the Navy Log.

Tho Navy Log is part of the U.8.

and Nava! Heritage Center located in W
D.C., midway between the White _l:l?usu and ‘tLl:o

Capitol. Tho p t and

réan’
portrait photo
Navy Memorial

A

photo,
The donation enrolls the veteran and supports
ial Foundati

the Navy

video register

naval personncl.

For a tax-deductible donation of $25, a veteran

of the U.S. Marino Corps, Navy,
Merchant Marinea can enroll his

the Navy Log while simultaneously supporting the
United States Navy Memorial. Along with his.or
her name, the veteran can includo the date ond

has thus far collected names and
gervico information on 236,000 present and former

Navy Band.

Coast Guard or giftsor

a nonprofit, tax-

exompt organization that receives no government

i : Each yoar the memorial hosts com-
memorative services and ceremonies. It also sup-
potts *Concerts on the Avenue,” with the U.S.

Enrollmenta in the Nuvy I‘,og um)wnl:omed as

or her name in

rial'a i

living or

Enrollment is accomplished by seading the dona-
tion to the Navy Log-Dept V, Post Office Box
98670, Washington, D.C. 20077-7685. The memo-
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