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Irate cable subscribers
get lawmakers’ attention

You any you'ro
upsot about ris-
ing cable ratoa
ond you want to
know what you
can do nbout it?
You're also won-
dering ... what,
_if any, control
your city has
ovar the cabie
company’s
charge to sub-
scribors,

The Southwestern Oakland
Cable Commisaion (SWOCC)
which ropresonts the cities of
Farmington, Farmington Hills
and Novi, cannot legally prdvent
any rate increase by its cabla
operator, as long as that incrense
does not oxcoed the maximum
allowed under a complex formula
cronted by federal lew and
enforced by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC).

The rate process is cumbor-
some and costly, That's why
Congress originally colled for a
sunset of this regulation in 1899
when it thought there would bo
effective competition that would
regulate ratea, But that competi-
tion has not occurred. -

And where it has occurred
here in the metro aren, FCC
research and our own local sur-
voya have found that rates did
not decrease considerably when
other companics entered into the
picture, somo aven increased.

So now thore's talk on Capitol
Hill of extending regulation until
there i8 offectiva competition.

An Aug. 8 issue of Multi-Chan-
nel News reports what happened
at a cable-rate hoaring in July
held by the Senate Commerce
Committeo undor Chairman
John McCain (R-Ariz.) Senate
Majority Leadar Trent Lott (R-
Miss) issued a stern warning to
Cable CEO's and lobbyists that
they would be inviting a new
round of regulation if vaters
keep nagging lawmakers about
soaring cable rates and lack of
chaice in packages.

In fact, Rop. Billy Tauzin (R-
La) has introduced a bill that
would allow cities to void cable
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N The best thing to do
If you haven't already,
I3 to contact your rep-
resentatives In Wash-
Ington and express
your concern,

doregulation next March 31 if
local oporators fail to offer aub-
scribors “an acceptable range of
programming choices.”

- The Chairman of the Senate
Commerce Committee Son.
McCain, also talked about plan-
ning to unveil a bill acon and
shared Lott's view'that cable
‘regulation should continue by
dofault if efforta to boost direct-
broadcast satellito compotition
sputter,

Even tho powerful chairman of
tho Scnate Appropriations Com-
mitteo Sen. Ted Stovens (R-Alas-
kn) promised that ho would sup-
port reregulation, particularly if
cablo subscribers were denied
tho right to buy channels indi-
vidually or in small, reasonably
priced packages,

So, it looks like Capitol Hill is
hearing you. The best thing to
do if you haven't already, is to
contact your ropresentatives in
Washington and express your
concern.

Their addresses aro as follows:

W Sen. Spencer Abraham, 329
Dirksen Senato Office Building,
Washington D.C. 20510  (202)
224.4822, Fax: (202) 224-8834.

M Sen. Carl Levin, 459 Russell
Senato Offico Building, Wash-
ington , D.C. 20510 (202) 224-
6221, Fax (202) 224-1388.

W Rep. Joseph Knollenberg,
1511 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C.
20515 (202) 225.5802, Fax:
(202) 226-23686. .

Caren Collins is the cxecutive
director for the Southweatern
Oakland Cable Commission. The
next SWOCC meeting is at 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 29 at Farmington

Hills City Hall. The next CAC -

meeting is at 7 p.m. Tucsday,
Sept. 8, 1998 at SWOCC.
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ANNA V. wem X
Anna V. Weir, 87, of Com-
merce Township, died Aug. 27 at

Westland Convalescent Center

in Weatland.

Mrs. Weir was the ownor of
Woir Music Shop in Walled
Lake, She enjoyed dlepoint

Farmington Hills,

Mrs. Hogel attended lowa
State Toacher's College ond
graduated in 1926, She tavght
ail elementary grades in a’one-
room school house from 1824-28
and also worked as a gecrotary
fﬂr.A R Modienl A ia-

embrofdering and traveling with
her husband. .

Sho is survived by sons, Don-
ald, Dennis and Jeffrey; daugh-
ters, Dolores Romanowski and
Joan Lewandowski; brother,
Stanley; 19 grandchildren; and
20 great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were Aug. 31
at Cur Lady of Sorrows Catholic
.Church in Farmington with the
Rev. David West officifting.
Arrangements made by Thayer-
Rock Funeral Homo in Farming-
ton. ‘
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FREDERICK K. MILLER

Frederick Kenneth Miller, 44,
of Farmington Hills, died Aug.
29 at Botsford Hospital in Farm-
ington Hills,

He ia survived by wife, Myra;
daughter, Stophanio (Jim)
Yager; sons, Erick Keefe and
Robort Miller; mothor, Helon
Miller; five sisters; one brother;
and three grandchildren.

Funeral services were Sept. 2
at Hooney-Sundquist Funeral’
Homo in -Farmington with the
Reav. Scott Thibodeau officiating.

n

THOMAS P, HEENAN

Thomas P. Heenan, 58, of
Farmington Hills, died Aug. 31
at William Benumont Hospital
in Royal Oak.

He is survived by wife, !L!itu;

tion. She volunteered as a librar-
ian in Cincinnati, Ohio, and was
2 crossing guard at the corner of
Military and Garrison in Dear-
born from 1966-1974, Mrs. Hegel
was also o lifetimo member of
Dearborn Fordson, No. 484 East-
orn Star,

She is survived by husband,
Louys; sons, Gerald (Mary),
Jamos, Fredric, and Robert
(Susan); sister, Jean Bjorkqvist;
nina grandchildrea; and 10
great-grandchildren,

Funera) services were Sept. 3,
at Heenoy-Sundquist Funeral
Home in Farmington with the
Rev. Dr, William Mercer officiat-
ing.

"
RILLA D, DURRANT

Rilla D. Durrant, 86, of War-
ren, died Sopt. 1, at Bi-County
Hospital in Warren.

Mra, Durrant worked us a
clerk/typist for the General
Motors Photographie Division for
25 years. Sho was a volunteer at
Bi-County Hospital, known as
the *Puppet Lady.” She mado
puppets for child ing tha

OBITUARIES

Thibodeau officiating.
\AIKO KARVONEN

Vaino Karvonen, 83, formerly
of Farmington, died Aug. 30.

Mr. Karvonen was an electri-
cian for Ford Motor Co. and a
Warld War 11 Army veteran,

He is survived by wife, Ellen;
san, Ronald of Waterford; daugh-
ter, Joan Grzyb of Commerce;
sister, Hilda Karvonen; and five
grandchildren.

Funeral servicés were held
Sept. 1 at Thayer-Rock Funeral
Homo in Farmington with the
Rev. Lawrence Kinno officiating.
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VALENTINE BAUER
Valentine Bauer, 78, of Farm-
ington, died Aug. 31, in Livgnia.

grandchild. el
Funeral services were held
Sept. 4 at Thayer-Rock Funeral
Homo in Farmington with tho.
Ruv, Gregory Rowe officiating.
Memorial contributions can ba;
sent to Rice Memorial Mcthodist.
Church, 20601 Beech Daly, Red-
ford 48240, o

NORMAN L HARTWIG o
Norman L. Hartwig, 93, of,

Farmington Hills, died Sept. 2 nt.

Charter House of Farmington,.

ls. -

Mr. Hartwig worked at Splane .
Electrical Co. for-37 ycars. He
played varsity football, basket-
ball, tennis and track at High-!
1and Park High School. He was a™
graduate of the University of

fichizan and belonged to Delta

Mr. Bouor was a li
firefighter for the city’ of Detroit

Sigma Phi fraternity. He was o’
ber and usher nt Nardin

and an inv
He was an Army veteran.

Ha is survived by sons, Greg
(Anna) of Jenison and Kon
(Margie) of Landing; sisters,
Eleanor Keller of Cass City and
Josephino Childer of Bay Fort;
grandchildren, Matthow, Jen-
nifer, Angela and Christine; and
apecinl friend, Carrio Wilson.

Funoral services were Scpt. 4,
at Thayer-Rock Funeral Home in
Farmington with the Rev, Daniel
Cave officinting.

Park Methodiet Chureh and,
taught tennis at the Farmington,
YMCA for many years, He was,
also o member of Masonic Lodge
No. 2 in Detroit.

He is survived by wife, Grace;.
son, Robert (Carolyn) of Farm:.
ington Hills; daughter, Barbara
(Richard) Pederson of Florida;
and sister, Margaret Dennis. , |

A memorial service will be at
11:30 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 12, at_
Nardin Park Methodist Church

Is .

hospital.

She is survived by siaters,
Nora Gavin of Rapid City, Vir-
ginia Arnold of Farmington and
Floronce Diaz of Warren; and
many nieccs and nephews,

Funeral services were held
Sept. 6 at Thayer-Rock Funeral
Home in Farmington with the

son, Thomas (Joyeo); d:
Deborah (Gary) Beasen; brother,
John (Sandy); grandchildren,
Hannah, lan, Julia, Jake and
Andrew.

Funeral services were held
Scpt. 3, at the Church of St.
Alexanders in Farmington Hills
with the Rov. James Wright offi-
ciating. Arrangementa made by

* Heenoy-Sundquist Funcral
Home in Farmington Hills.
MYRTLE F, REGEL

Myrtle F. Hegel, 92, of Farm-
ington Hills, died Aug. 30, at
Botsford General Hoapital in

Rov. Larry Aubtin officiating.
m

ELSIE M. HENDRICKSON

Elsie M. Hendrickson, 76, of
Southficld, died Aug. 31, at Ford
Hospital in Detroit.

Mrs. Hendrickson was a home-
maker.

Sho is survived by husband,
Lawrenco; son, Loren (Jenny) of
Arizona; daughter, Diana (Don)
Egyed of Farmington Hills; and
four grandchildren.

Funeral services were Sept. 3
at Thayer-Rock Funeral Home in
Farmington with the Rev. Scott

1 “
contr

can be

can be

sent to Sil c/o
Ward Presbyterian Church,
40000 Six Mile, Northville
48167,

MARGUERITE A. MUNCH
Marguerite “Marge” A. Munch,

1, of Wixom, died Aug. 29, at

‘Waterford Extended Care Facili-

ty.

Mrs. Munch was a secretary at
American  Aggregates  in
Brighton and a member of Rice
Memorial Methodist Church in
Redford. She waa a volunteer at

in Farmin Hills.
sent to the Michigan Cancer’
Foundation. .

EDWARD W, BERNS v

Edward W. Berns, 66, of Livo;.
nia, died Sept. 3. e

Mr. Borns was a
carpenter/mason for the Tom.
Company. He enjoyed golfing. .-

He is survived by wife, Bever--
Iy; daughters, Karen, Carol,:
Terri (Terry), Gail, Lori and"
Tracey; two brothers; two sisters;
11 grandchildren; and four’

Botsford Hospital in Far
Hills. i

She ia survived by son, Patrick
(Genie) of Howell; daughter,
Sandra (Steven) Kernerman of
Spokane, Wash.; sister, Eileen
Cornwall of Farmington; five
grandchildren; and one great-

at-g

Funeral services were held
Sept. 5 at Thayer-Rock Funeral’
Home in Farmington with the
Rev. Larry Austin officiating.

Memaorial contributions can be
sent to Angela Hospice, 14100
Newburgh, Livonin 48164.

Michigan Design Center
and-

House & Garden Magazine T
cordially invit

ou to

e

Lsgre Gerder .Sy’ééz/@
aturday, September 12
from 10 AM to 4 PM

~ 5

Presented by the Livonia Chamber of Commerce
and the Livonia Observer

The first step in your Steps to Greatness is designed to excite,
enhance, and educate you and your staff

| HKintegrity |

—TOPICS—
Sales 3 How 1o Bulld Endless Referrals
ow fo Qualify a Prospect
Winning Without Intimidation

Footuring National

Spoakor and Author Local Spoakars tnclude:

A Luxury Event to Benefit the
Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute

« Tour the fabutous showrooms of Michigan Design Center
« Hear Newell Turner, Style Editor of House & Garden

Robert Shenefolt
Great Whito North
Sorvicas

« Attend these great home and design seminars:

10:80 and 12:30 Accessories  10:30 and 2:00 Kitchens 10:30 and 2:00 Draperics
10:30 and 2:30 How to Work with a Builder

Bob Bur: Rich Levinson

i)
Mition Dotlat Round Toble Spoakor

RHL 8 Associatos
11:00 and 1:00 Newell Turner, Style Editor
“Hox 1o thorod e piattorm with tis guy.Ho wit ghe you iho information fhot wit of House & Garden, presents "Luxury"
] mnrumyé.;n&z'mmm...wzlampbdmm!-mzw " et v U 12 noon Candid Conversations with Interior Designers
T

12 noon and 2:00 Determining Your Own Personal Style
2 noon and 2:30 Fabric Fashion Show 12 noon and 2:30 Hardwood Floors
12 noon and 2:30 Oricntal Rugs  12:30 and 3:00 How “To Work With an Interior Designer-

—INTERMISSION ENTERTAINMENT—
THREE MEN AND A TENOR

(o Al Charﬂba.r'
197 4Q vembers:

0 e 12:30 and 3:00 Color  12:30 and 8:00 Leather
SPONSORED BY— . NEXTEL }s'l 99 Non-Members | 2:00 and 8:00 Quality Furniwre Construction
s A O * Free 20-minute design ¢ tation with a 1d
Ed% Citizens ‘XLSH { Advanco payments only: . ,r .
Wo Bank \\c OLLEGE 0 - Chock Visa, MastorGard o Enter a raffle to win Luxury Prizes!

ADMISSION IS $15 AND PAYABLE AT THE DOOR

1S LINIE NCLUDES BREAKFAST AND I.UNCIIE
Please, no strollers or children under 12 years,
Michigan Design Center is located at 1700 Stutz,

Thursday, October 8, 1998 ¢ Burlon Manor ¢ 7:30-4:30 pm. 3 -
For Reservations, call 734-427-2122 » FAX 734-427-6055 s nosth off Maple between Croaks and Coolldge In Tray. 24B/6434772 :j‘;":&
Visit our Web Site at www.livonia.org/steps S e AT

House&arden B@MCHGAN D/IGN CENZR

Coanrn




